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You are all aware of HEW Secretary Califano's April 26, 1978 announcement

of a governmental information campaign on the hazards of ashestos and the
adverse press that it generated. The next step in this campaign is due to
begin about mid-July and continue for a month. It consists mainly of highly
emotional radio and TV spots that imply that anyone who has ever been
exposed to asbestos is at risk and should immediately obtain a medical
examination. This is obviously going to generate another wave of questions
and some arbitrary, panic-based decisions. Unfortunately, about all we

can do about it is give rational, objective answers to questions received
and hope to ride out the storm without too much permanent damage.

The attached Briefing Package is intended to provide you with the
information needed to field the questions. It may also be supplied to
customers in response to inquiries on a selected basis. If you have any
questions, please let me know.

WA Mt

Harrison B. Rhodes

HBR/ rmm
Attachment
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BRIEFING PACKAGE

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH. EDUCATION
AND WELFARE PUBLIC INFORMATION CAMPAIGN
ON THE HAZARDS OF ASBESTOS

SUMMARY

1. Substantial numbers of workers, particularly those in shipyards, have
in the past been heavily exposed to asbestos. These exposures gemerally
occurred many years ago before the hazards were realized and before
regulations were enacted to minimize exposure to asbestos fibers.

2. There is a real and substantial health problem from these exposures
which, due to the 20-30 years' lag time in the development of
asbestos-related diseases, is just beginning to appear.

3. The risk of asbestos-related disease depends on the intensity of
exposure and the potential for developing lung cancer is strongly
enhanced by smoking. The severity of these historical exposures
is not known and the estimate of 5-6 million potential deaths
frequently cited is based on a series of assumptions of questionable
scientific validity. We believe the number is grossly exaggerated
but there is no good scientific basis to select or defend any other
figure.

4. The government, after two years of heavy pressure by environmental
groups and labor, has embarked on a campaign to inform physicians
and workers about the hazards of asbestos exposure. The announcement
of the campaign on April 26, 1978 by Secretary Califano stressed
risks from past high exposures. The press coverage ignored this
distinction and 1mp]1ed significant risk from any exposure. A copy
of the announcement is included as Attachment 1. '

5. A key portion of the information campaign starts in mid-July and
continues for about a month. It features extensive use of highly-
emotional radio and TV spot announcements which continue to imply
that any exposure to asbestos puts a worker at sufficient risk to
require an immediate medical examination. Attempts by industry to
have HEW modify the approach to a more objective, factual basis
were unsuccessful.

6. The overall value of this campaign in the health protection of
past workers is a very debatable issue. We believe, however,
that there is no question that the manner in which the campaign is
being presented is a calloused and irresponsible approach to a
very sensitive human problem. Millions of past and present workers
and their families who are not at any significant risk are being
led to believe that they are likely to contract cancer.
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BACKGROUND

On Apri} 26, 1978 the Secretary of Health, Education, and Welfare,

Mr. Joseph Califano, announced a governmental campaign to notify physicians,
past workers, and others at risk of the health hazards associated with
asbestos exposure. He made an objective presentation of the situation
emphasizing past, extremely high exposures that had occurred before the

risk was recognized and before regulations were enacted. Shipyard

exposure during World War II received particutar attention.

This announcement came after several years of pressure by organized

labor and a variety of environmental activist groups. A summary of

the steps leading to the announcement and the information program planned
_by the government are given in Attachment II.

The press coverage of this announcement largely ignored the "high exposures
well in the past” concept and impiied the significant excess risk occurred

in all exposures including today's regulated uses. A good response to the
inaccurate coverage is provided in a statement prepared by the Johns-Manvilie
Corporation given here as Attachment III.

EXTENT OF THE MEDICAL PROBLEM

There is extensive, undisputed evidence that heat insulation workers in the
construction trade are at a very substantial excess risk of developing
asbestosis and mesothelioma. Those who smoke also are at very high risk from
lung cancer.

Asbestos-containing insulation was also widely used during World War II in
ship construction and repair. War-time conditions prevailed with principle
emphasis on production. The risks from asbestos exposure were not known
and no attempt was made to control exposure. Typically it takes 20 to 30
years from initial exposure for asbestos-related diseases to appear. The
critical time period for shipyard workers exposed during World War II is
now at hand. .

Over the past several years substantial evidence has accumulated that

very heavy exposures did occur in the shipyards. They are not only found

in the insulation workers but also in other trades who were prasent in the
confined spaces common on shipboard. So far the results in the United States
have been mainly seen as asbestosis and in various lung changes in shipyard
workers, although some excessive mesothelomias have been found at some
locations.

The number of people who may be affected is pure speculation at this time.
It is generally agreed that the risk of contracting an asbestos-related
disease depends directly on the intensity of exposure. The figures of

8~11 million workers exposed that are quoted apparently include all persons
who have ever worked in a shipyard plus those from construction, mining and
miiling of asbestos and those involved with automotive brakes and brake
repair. The insulation trade health experience is then appiied to this
total to arrive at the "5-7 million people will die of asbestos-related
disease" statements that frequently appear in the media. This assumes

that all of the millions of workers have been exposed at the intensity

of those in the insulation trade and will have the same health response.
This is a gross exaggeration due to the assumptions used but there is really
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no scientific basis to speculate on a more correct estimate. The health risk
arising from heavy asbestos exposures 20-30 years in the past is real and sub-
stantial but the extent is clearly undefined.

THE JULY INFORMATION CAMPAIGN

In his April 26, 1978 announcement Mr. Joseph Califano, Secretary of HEW,
made the statement:

"Scientific studies have demonstrated that
asbestos creates an especially high risk

of lung cancer and other serious lung disease
for workers who have been heavily exposed to
this toxic substance." (Emphasis added)

He went on to point out that these exposures generally occurred many years
ago, i.e, before the hazard was recognized and before strict governmental
regulations were imposed. Particular emphasis was directed towards
possible high exposure to shipyard workers during World War II and of the
synergistic effect of smoking in increasing risk. Because workers,
especially those exposed during the war years, may just now be facing
serious health effects, the Secretary announced a systematic government
campaign "...to notify physicians, past workers and others at risk of

the hazards associated with asbestos exposure.™

A key portion of this campaign will start about mid-July and will run about
four weeks. [t features extensive radic and TV spot announcements backed
up by an information card to be included with all Social Security checks
sent out next month. The spots expound the following message:

"Million of workers in parts of the construction,
mining, shipbuilding and auto industries have been
exposed to asbestos dust. Sometimes it takes 30
years or more for asbestos-related diseases
1ike lung cancer to show."

"The doctor told me asbestos dust can be very
dangerous. So all you guys better go see your
doctors too.”

"Even if you feel good, check with your doctor,
stop smoking, and get prompt medical treatment
for respiratory illness.”

We believe that these spot announcements do not accurately reflect the
spirit of Secretary Califano's statements and present a grossly misleading
picture of the asbestos health risk. They do not recognize that the

degree of risk depends on the intensity of exposure and give the impression
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of greatly increased risk, regardless of exposure. The tremendous difference
in health risk between past high exposures and today's closely regulated
asbestos use at low exposure levels is not made clear. The construction and
auto industries are also implicated in a "broad brush" way although, in fact,
only limited segments of these industries show any evidence of significant
past exposures.

In addition to these technical inadequacies, an emational approach is used
which plays on human fears. The estabiished fact that many people exposed
to asbestos, even those that are extremely heavily exposed, suffer no
apparent 111 effects is not mentioned. Ashestos is also only one of a
multitude of causes of pulmonary problems and many doctors at this time do
not have the special training and skills needed to distinguish asbestos-
related diseases from those that result from other causes. HEW is setting

. up courses of instruction for doctors to attempt to alleviate this problem,
but it will be many months before its effects are evident. Consequently, a
wave of questionable diagnoses could resuit.

We believe that this campaign is being presented in a calloused and
irresponsible manner and will result in millions of people, who are not
actually at risk, living the rest of their lives with the fear that any
chest pain or shortness of breath they experience is the first sign of
asbestosis or asbestos-induced lung cancer. Unfortunately, the attempts
to have the campaign moderated to a more objective and less emotional
approach were rejected by HEW.
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B U.S. DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 26, 1978
ATTACHMENT 1

STATEMENT OF
SECRETARY JOSEPH A. CALIFANO, JR.

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

Scientific studies have demonstratad that asbestos

creacésjan especially high risk of lung cancer and other serious

lung disease for workers who have besen heavily exposed to

this toxic substance.

The total number of workers exposzd to asbestos since

the beginning of World War II is estimated at between 8 and

11 million. Of that total, approximately 1.5 to 2.5 million

are presently employed, while the remainder -- between 6.5

and 8.5 million workers -- were formarly employed in eaviron-

ments with significant asbestos exposure, including 4.5

million who worked in shipyards & ring World War II.

those exposed in the past, a certain number -- which we

cannot estimate with accurzey today ~- have already died,

either from asbestos.related or other causes.

L)}

Federal govermment responsibilircy

asbestos exposure is lodged in several agencies

(MORE)
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asbestos-related diseases. /3oth the physician
advisory and a more derailad Naciomal Cancer
Institute question and answer paper are attached
to this statement./

* HEW will launch a public inforzmation campaign aimed
at workers and others exposed to asbestos.
Dr. Arthur C. Upton, director of the National
Cancer Institute, and Dzr. David P. Rall, director
of the Narional Institute of Envizronmental Health
Sciences, will ceco-chair an HEW team to develocp a
detailed public information proposal in comsultation
with other Executive Departz=ents, unions, employers
and other interasted parties. To the extent
possible, the campaign will “e targeted on those
at the greatest risk. I hava spoken with>5ecretary
of Defense Harold Brown, and he has directed the
Department of Defense personmel te work with us
in caking appropriate steps to inform former
military and Federal civilian workers in Naval
shipyards,

° The HEW team will consider other measures which
the Department might tzke tc deal with the asbesrtos
problem, in addition to preparing the public
information campaizn. Such measures include:

improved surveillance, other =zans of informing

(0RZ)

UCC 008723

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-3670: H. B. Rhodes to G. L. Dickson and Others Transmitting Briefing Package on th... Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 18394 - Page 8 of 46 asbhestosclaims.law/library/18394/8


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/18394/8

- -

dguvoxdl rdssstdvo 2s doue a2lsubivibaol bsayosiis
. Yod3zul Yo 2memgolsved ,eusyolgms bas esolau

.fdoxssesy Isnotldlbbs bns ,2pslarevydg ol molssmroint

elsizsem ewoxdil o quoig s w0l bsey myss adl ok ao:esdaA
' ol .evodslvent Ismredl imsllsoxe sxs bnms mxud Jon ob isdz
3891z 5 Y0l bseu mssd esd eolesdes ,asbsasb xwol 3esqg adl
~I3nsbi nesd 9vsd esev 000.f nmd3 syom -- eseogiug 1o :sdnun_
BOISQJ:Janoo sd3 ni bsawv zolasdes IIs o ebxidi-ows ditw -- bsil
Adiw ¢3ivizos as mesd esd molssuxdemos qid2  .yIssubnl
2l sonsleduz ed3 soniez ,eodesdes 2o sau dgid ylisinsqgese
eeglg 838w Jod «esgligmsole .a:sliod-gni:siuanl al evizosils
.2103288%1 Issloun bas

3s13 bsz3saibnl svsd esibuie ewoxsmun .vls3dsausToinU
‘sxsdw ,eoslgizow eds siil ,egni3dsz ni eolesdas o3 a1urzogxs
Yo Jely er3 esess¥oni ylamsoilimgie bo3sx3gsom0> 21 31
8) aiao:asdes 320880 gnul :esesszlib 2wvoixzse Iwol garxIvonlt
3nidissad e1lsqml 3sd3 sesseib gaul xaolisiilidsb yiIsviesasagoxg
Yrodstiqest moxl dissbh o zeenlli eswoizse 3o ekx aééss:onl bas
sd3 3o 3soams 8) smollsd:oaém ‘(siqnmuan s)lli smoldnelint
Igntsesini-oxzesy nisdzoes bns (asliiﬁss Isnimobds bas Jessds
.2T85m855

‘mol3swxolnt oilduq bns yIozivbs 2'lswsnsd mosgiv2 adl dsod
. elsubivibni 3edy emoisos nis3dyes Jesgguwe Ilivw ngisqmss
ofi3 s5383i3im I0 sdubst 03 983 as> eotesdes 03 bszogxs

Iliw yodT .sldiz2oq 1ms3xs Jesdssxy sdd o3 3Isexrdd dAzlssd

(Za0M)

UCC 008724

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-3670: H. B. Rhodes to G. L. Dickson and Others Transmitting Briefing Package on th... Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 18394 - Page 9 of 46 asbhestosclaims.law/library/18394/9


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/18394/9

-5 -

[

stress that no single step has a more important effect in

reducing risks from two of the most common diseases asscciated

.

with asbéstos -- lung cancer and asbestosis -- than stopping

cigarette smoking.

Qur best estimates of the increased risks agsociated-

with asbestos expésu:e are based on HEW supported studies of

workers heavily exposed to asbestos before the government

began to regulate asbastos in the workplace in the- late

1960's and early 1970's. As a result of recent government

regulation, current worleers, without previous

exposure, can

be expected to face smaller risks than those exposed in the

past.

The risks for past workers regularly exposed to asbestos

are estimated to be as follows:

Lung Cancer. A nan-smoker who has been exposed to

asbestos is three to four times more likely to develop lung

cancer than a non-smoker whHo has not been exposed. Howewver,

a smoker who has been exposad to asbestos is up to 90 tirmes

more likely to incur lung cancer tham a non-smoker who has

not been exposed, and up to 30 times as likely to incur lung

cancer than a non-smoker who has been exposed

»

. «’
At present, it is estimated that 20-25 percent of workers,

both smokers and non-smokers, exposed to asbestos before the

era of government regulation die of lung cancer.

(MORE)
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since the War. Other occupations in wiaich there has been

significant exposure to asbestos inelude asbeséos mining and
procesging. construction work inwvolsing insulatién; building
demolition; roofing; and autec=otive work im brake and clutch
lining installation and repair. |

's advisory, information

In addition to the Surgaonr Genaral
will be available to physicians thvouvgh other meanms: Ca-The

il
Cancer Jourmal for Clinicians, z pudblication of the Amarican

Cancer Society, {s publishing this week in its March-April
issue an article by Dr. Irving Seli%oZZ znd Dr. E. C. Hammond
on the effect asbestos exposures has had on shipyard workers;
the Americaﬁ Medical Association will be publishing a physician
advisory in its Journal; and the zttachad guestion and znswer
background paper prepared by che Naticnal Cancer Institute

will be made available to docrors through the American Cancer

]

1d 211 state rediceal

P

Society, the American Lung Associaticn =
societies, as well as through the Natiozmal Cancer Institute
frself.

The actions I am announcing today with respect to
asbestos are based on a number of factcrs, but two of the
oost impeortant are: the number of individuals affecrad who

are unaware of the risk and the fact =har asbestes is one

'-h

of the most dangerous and insidious substances in the workplace.

(MORE)
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OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND WELFARE
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2020}

April 25, 1978

ZLABECN GENERAL R
OF YHE
PLUSLIC HEALTH SERVICE

. . . distributed as another
membership service by the
American Mining Congress

PHYSICIAN AOVISORY - HEALTH EFFECTS OF ASBESTOS

The results of recent studies of shipyard workers have increased concern
about the health effects associated with previous occupational exposure

to asbestos. This advisory notice will assist you .in dealing with
inquiries from your patients and other members of the public.

Asbestos refers to a group of widely used fibrous minerals. Significant
expasure of men and women emplayed in shipyards is known to have occurred,
even among those not directly working with asbestos. Exposure to asbestas
can also occur in many settings, such as, direct mining and manufacturing;
construction; insulation; roofing; demoliticn; brake lining; and the
manufacture and installation of asbestos pipe, sheets, panels, paper
products, friction materials, textiles, floor tiles, paints, and gaskets.
The risk has been documented extensively for certain occupational exposures,
and there are reports that asbestos-associated disease also occurs in
household contacts of asbastos workers.

The primary effects of past asbestos exposure are asbestosis, a lung
disease, and certain types of cancer, primarily lung cancer and pleural

and peritoneal mesothelioma and, less frequently, gastro-intastinal and
other cancers. [t is now known that the health effects of ashestos

appear after a long latent period (15, 25, 35 or more years) after the
initial exposure. Exposures as short as a month may result in disease b A
many years later, because the inhaled dust, Deing mineral, tends to :
remain in the tissues. It has besn noted in studies of heavily exposed
workers that approximately 20 to 25 of each 100 deaths among asbestos
workers 20 or more years from onset of exposure are found to be from

lung cancer, 7 to 10 from mesothelioma, 4 from cancer of the esopnagus,
stomach, colon/rectum, and scme excess cancers of other sites {oropharynx,
larynx, and kidney). 1In addition, in some gruups, as many as 7 percent

of workers die of a form of pneumonoconiosis, asbestosis. Cigaretta
smoking significantly increases the lung cancer risk of asbestos expasure
and aggravates asbestosis. .
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A discussion of asbestos and its health effects appears in the March/April
issue of Ca, The Cancer Journal for Clinicians and is available through
the American Cancer Society, 777 Third Avenue, New York, New York

10017. A more detailed physician information alert will be distributed
by the National Cancer Institute through 2 number of medical journals
within the next two or three months inciuding the Journal of the American
Medical Association. Additional information including a more detailed
series of quastions and answers can be obtained by writing to Asbestos,
National Cancer Institute, 9000 Rockville Pike, Bethesda, Maryland 20014.

-Sincereily,

,aéic.:f/’//qfiauZ“éiz
ulius 8. Richmond, M.D.

Surgeon General
Assistant Secretary for Health
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QUESTICGNS AND ANSHZRS
ABQUT EXPOSURE TO ASBESICS

1. Who may be at risk of developing asbestos-related diseaseg?------- -page 1
2, VWhat diseases may be caused by asbestos?-----=--===-cee-comommnnnan page 2
3. What is the role of cigarette smoking?----~==--==-mc-ccccmomcoaonnas paga 2
4. Are .there other work-relared exgosures that nay aggravate risk of
disease in workers previcusly exposed to 2spesto§?---=~=eceommcnon page 2
S.. How does asbestos cause disease?--------=wvo-oooooocoanaoo ~<-----page 3
6. How much asbestos e:éposum is hazzrdous?----=-em=-ccecmacaa- ~mmme—e page 3
7. What is asbestos?----c-ccrmeacmmmmmicccemaccccmaccmeccccecaeaao page 3
8. How much is used?--~-eccccmram e ccmc e ceemrrc e page 3
9. How is it used?---=-=-mmccm oo e ccceen page 3
10. How has asbestos been usad in shipyards?---=a-memmccmvncncnncnna page 4
11. What are the signs and symptoms of asbestosis?--------=-c-cc-cuemn page ¢
12. Dose asbestosis lead to lung cancer?------—--c--ccocomcoen oo page 5
13, t are the symptoms of lung cancar?-sc--c-eomoomccommcm e page S
14, How is lung cancer diagnosed?-----e-c-ocmocmcmccmcmcac e page 5
15. What is mesothelioma?-----=----c-cccemccmc e page S
16. How is mesothelicma detected and diagnosed?-------=c--m-m-mooceenoan page 6
17. 1f a workér cuxrrently is exposed to asbestos, what cam he do
ta protect himself?----msommecccmc ool page 6
18. What else can a worker who was exposed occupaticnally to
asbestos do to protect his health?-c--e-cccomcccomo oo page 7
19. What can be done to treat diseases that may be &ssociated _
with asbestos?-~v=memmmmr o ccmm e page 7
20. What Federal agencies are concerned with the efects of
asbestos eXposUre?-v~eeceeccmcm e res e page 8
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- Natidnal Cancer Institute

Office of Cancer Ccrmumnicaticns
Bethesds, Maryiand 20614

QUESTICNS AND ANSWERS
ABCUT EXPCSURE TO ASBESTOS

1. ¥Who may be at risk of daveloping asbestos-related disaases?

Workers in mamy ccapaticns, carticuliarzly in asbestos mining
and processing, shipyards, constructicm, ard workers in sutcmotive
brake lining repair commonly are expesed to asbestss, and may inhale
or perhaps swallow dusts contaminzged with concentraticns of this
substance.

Risks of disease due to asbestas exposures have not been
defined clearly for all cccupaticmal groups knewn to have significant
exposure. Fimm scientific data are availabls cnly for neavily
exposed insulation workars. Cver the past several years, evidence
has accumnmlated that ashestos insulztion workers previcusly
employed in shipyards and elsewhers are experiencing asbestosis,
2 progressive and disabling lung disease, znd pmarksdly increased
rates of cancer. Workers who maru:Zactured the astestos insulation
Ela_xterials used in shipyards also have ifcreased asbestos-related

isease.

There is evidence that the problem tay Ge zore widesgread than
previously believed, Workers frcm a varisty of trades wno have
been employed in shipyards, prestably in or nezr areas contaminated
by asbtestos dust, are now beginning to show signs of X-ray zbnormalities
in the lumgs typical of asbestos exgosure. These include painters,
electricians, carpenters, machinists, boilermakxars, and welders
who may not realized they were exposed.

Large mmbers of persons worked around zsbestos in shipyards
during and since World War II. During the peak war years, 1940-44,
an estimated 4.5 million persons worked in shipyards inm the United
States, and even those not directly exposed to asbestos cdust may
have a higher risk of asbestos-related disesse. In the last 15
years, the mumber of shipyard workers has stebilized to an ammal
workforce of approximately 200,000. Because of the high turnover
in jobs during the war ard afterward, no one really oWs how many
nay people experienced significant asbestos axgosure in their work
in the shipyards. 1

The total muumber of workers exposed to astastos since the beginning

of World War I1, including shipyard workers 1s estinatad petwesn 8 and
1l million.
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5. How does asbestos cause disease?

The answer is not known. Asbestos fibers too fine to be seen by
the human eye become airborne during varicus industrial processes and
are inhaled and subsequently may be swallowed. Scientists believe the
most harmful fibers are so fine that an electron microscope is needed
to see them. Because of their size and shape, asbestos fibers can
penetrate body tissues. Because of their durability, they remain in
the body for mamy years after entry. .

6. How much asbestos exposure is hazardous?

The answer is not known. In the case of asbestosis and lung
cancer, the risk increases with increasing amount of exposure. Asbestos-
induced disease is rot likely to appear until 15 to 35 or more years
after first exposure. The time between first exposure and the appearance
of disease appears related both to the amount and duration of exposure:
more intense exposure scmetimes results in asbestos-related disease
within 1S years. However, one study of workers in an asbestos plant
showed that scme workers who were exposed only a month or two have
developed asbestos-related diseases many years later.

Typically, the first 10 to 1S years after initial expesure are free
of signs or symptoms. Early X-ray changes may appear in lung tissue
after 10 to 15 years, but may not be accompanied by other significant
symptoms. Some investigators have reported evidence of impaired lung
function in workers with less than 10 years of exposure to asbestos.

7. VWhat is asbestos?

Asbestos is the common name for a group of natural minerals
that occur as masses of compact or relatively long, silky fibers.
Six fibrous minerals, members of a family called silicates, are’
recognized as asbestos: chrysotile (white asbestos) and actinolite;
amosite (brown asbestos), anthophyllite, crocidolite (blue asbestos)
and tremolite. _ o

Cammercially, chrysotile is the most important form of asbestos,
with most chrysotile used in the United States being imported from Canada.
All forms have a tendency to break into a dust of tiny fibers that can
float in the air and be inhaled or swallowed.

8. How much is used?

Asbestos has been used in small amounts for thousands of years.
Modern industrial use in the United States dates from about 1880, when
mining of the Quebec chrysotile deposits began. Gradual increases in
preduction and use occurred during the next 50 years, followed by
accelerated use more recently. From 1970-75, the amount of asbestos
fiber used in the United States averaged scme 800,000 tons annually,
according to the U.S. Bureau of Mines. A

Amosite from South Africa has been used in the U.S. in smaller
quantities in industries such as shipbuilding.
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It rarely beccmes zpparent until at least a decade after first exposure.
The disease process usually has to be rather advanced to produce shortess
of breath, however.

A dry, crackliing sound (rales), coming from the lungs during
inhalation, is the most characteristic physical sign of asbestosis.
Clubbing of the fingers is sometimes found, usually late in the disease.
A bluish discoloratian of the skin and the lining of the mouth and of
the tongue also may occur in the later stages of the disease. A
physical exam with X-rays will show diffuse scarring of the lungs as
asbestosis develops, and lung function tests will show impairment of
the maximum volume of air a worker can inhale.

12. Does asbestosis lead to lung cancer?

Scientists do not believe asbestosis necessarily leads to lumg
cancer, but the presence of this disease does indicate that a worker
received considerable asbestos exposure and has a greater risk of
developing asbestos-associated cancers than an unexposed persomn.

. Both types of disease can be caused by the same enviromnmental
agent, and the development of each may be independent of the other.

13. What are the symptoms of lung cancer?

A cough, or a change in cough habit, is found in most lung cancer
patients. Chest pain is the second most common symptom. It is usually
felt as a persistent ache unrelated to cough and is commonly experienced
on the side on which the tumor is located. Blood-streaked sputum, coughed
up from the lungs, is the initial symptom of a small percent of lung
cancers.

14. How is lung cancer diagnosed?

Initizl diagnosis is by chest X-ray examination. Confirmation
is by means of medical pracedures such as sputum cytology, or biopsy
by means of fibercptic bronchoscopy, mediastinoscopy or by thoracotcmy.*

15. What is mesothelicma?

Mesotheliama is an extremely rare cancer in the general populatioen,
but is common among asbestas workers. It affescts the pleura, a membrane
lining the chest cavity, or the peritoneum, a similar membrare lining
the abdominal cavity. A large proportion of mesothelioma cases can be
traced to prior asbestos exposure.

*More information is available in a brochure, ""Progress against Cancer

of the Lung,'" dvailable from the Office of Cancer Commmications, National
Cancer Institute, Bethesda, Maryland 20014. Living with Lung Cancer, a
book in paperback form for patients, alsc may be helpful, and is available
at nominal cost from Scimidt Printing, Inc, P.O. Box 6006, Rechester,
Minnesota §$3901.
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18. What else can a worker who was exposad occupaticnally to asbestos do
to protect his health? .

First, if still working around asbestcs, he should take immediatsz
steps to avoid additional exposure.

Second, if he hasn't smoked cigarettes he should never start.

If he has, he should quit. This will reduce the risk of lumg cancer,
no matter how many years he has szoked. FEe should 2lso be alert to
other potential health hazards in tha woriplacs.

- Third, he should get reguiar health check-ups. His doctor sheuld
be made aware of his occupaticnal history (for exzmple, that he once
worked in a shipyard), and provide a2 pimysical exzmination, that includes
a chest X-ray, a lung finction test, a rectzl examination, and 2 sputia
analysis. (Sputum cytology, the examinaticn of ce=lls in deep cough spunm
samples, is a procedure still wunder study 2s a diagnostic method for lumg
cancer and is not widely available. FKowever, it has shown some usefulness
in studies of asbestos workers as an aid in identifying exposuze.)

Lung cancer, mesathelicma, asbestosis znd other sericus cemplications
of asbestos exposure are lats results of asbestos-induced disease. Early
X-ray changes often preceds these sericus comsequences.

Absence of X-ray change is no graramtes of future safety. Some
workers have had enough asbestos exposure to czuse mesothelicma withour
showing earlier X-ray changes. However, in general, absence of X-ray
change many years after initial exposure provides evidence of limited
exposure. :

19.. What can be done to treat diseases that mzy be asscciated with asbestoas?

Asbestosis: Maost deaths frcm asbestosis are due to superimposed
respiratory infections such as pneuronia znd bronchitis, rather than
to direct effects of the disesse itself. These infecticns usuzlly caa
be treated, but it is important to get medical attention early.

Lung and Esophageal Cancer: Treatment of these cancers depends on
the type and amount of tissue affected. Limg cancer may be treated by
surgery, drugs, radiation, or cambinations cf these treatments. Esophageal
cancer is treated most often with radiaticn. As with most cancers, the
treatment must be tailored to the individizl pazient.

Cancer of the Colon and Rectim: Surgery is curative in meny cases
and early dlagnosis increases the likalihced of cure. Metheds are
available to improve the frequency of early diagriosis.

Mesothelicma of the Pleura or Peritoneima: Effective treztment is
not yet avallable. Research 1s wmiderway in the United States, Great
Britain, and France to improve the treatment.
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Investigators of the Environmental Sciencas Laboratory, Moumt
Sinai School of Medicine of the City Universicy of New YorX and th2
American Cancer Society, are collaborating in a rumber of studies
of shipyard workers, funded partly by the National Institute of
Environmental Health Sciences, Research Trianzle Park, North Czrolina.
NiEdS also 1s spomsoring a study in rodents on ingestion of asbestos
minerals with partial support from the EPA. '

The National Cancer Institute (NCI) has planned an analysis of
respiratory cancer 1n several saipbuilding arsas along the east ccast
of the United States. Cwrrently, NCI is completing en interview analysis
of lung cancer cases and contruls along the scuthesastern Atlantic
seacoast where elevated lung cancer death ratas were foumd in 2 natiomwide
study of geographic cancer patterns.

An educaticnal program for physicians' and the public is being
developed by DHEW in cooperation with the volumtary health agencies,
concerned unions, and the asbestos industry.

22. Where can 2 wotker go for more information abourt cancer and other
. asbestos-related diseases?

o Sixteen Cancer Information Service (CIS) offices provide toll-free
telephone sources of informaticn. These offices can help with a variety
of questians about cancer, including causes, prsvention, dstection,
diagnosis, treatment, rehabilitarion assistance, medical fzcilities
available in a particular region, home-care assistance programs, rinancial
assistance for cancer care, emotional counseling services, and patient
referrals. These offices also can provide information about lccal smoking
cessation clinics,

o CIS offices do not diagnose cancer or reccmmend treatment for
individual cases. They do provide facts, uncarstznding and rapid
access to the latest information on cancer zrnd local rescurcas. The
locations of the CIS offices are indicated on the attached brochure.

9 Workers may wish to contact their internaticnal unions, or the
Industrial Union or Metal Trades Departments of the AFL-CIO, 815-16th
Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20006 for spec1f1c source of medical
kelp, information on asbestas comtrol, and insurancs matters.

® Individuals who once worked in the Navy shipyards may wish to
contact the Department of Defense, Public Correspenderce, Directorars
for Management, Washington, D.C. 20301.

® Inquiries concerning envirommental exposurss such as those ccaurring
during building demolition, or other air and water concems mav be
answered by the Public Information Center, FM-215, U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency, 401 M Street, S.W., Washingten, D.C. 20460.
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Asbestos-assccialed D
' United Staias Shipyard

Irving J. Scixnslf M D and
E. Cuyter Hammond, Sc.D.

CLINICAL LATENCY OF
ASBESTOS-ASSCOCIATED CANCER

During the past 15 ycars the important

discase potential of azbestos exposure has

been clarificd. The principal hazards have

. been demoasirated to b2 czacer of a num-

ber of sites, and asbestosis. Among asbes-

tos workers, approximatcly 20 pereent of

all deaths are due to fung cancer, six per-

»cent Or scven pereen! to pleural and/or

. peritoncal mezothelioma, and thers is an

excess found in scveral other categories

" {e.g.. cancer of the ¢sophazus, stomach,

colon-rectum, orcpharyny, larynx, kid-

ney). Table I provides an anziysic of causcs

: ; .of death among 17,800 asbosios insula-

’ tion workers in the United States and

Canada f{ollowed prospectively from
Janvary 1, 1967 1o January 1, 1977,

Risk of asbestns-assoviated discasc

has also been observed in workers in other

trades where asbesios cxposure occurs —

Dr  Sclikaff is Professor of Meodicine, and
Discetor, Environmentaf Scicnces Laboratory,
Moum Sinai School of Mediwsine, City Univer-
sity of New York, New York, Mew York,

De. Hammond is Vice Presidene, Epidemiolozy
and Statistive, American Cuncer Scaisty, {ue.,
New York, New York,

This is a spocial repart loin she Davienamental
Cancer Researsh Prajacr, Amencar Caneer
Socicty and the Envicansienti Soiences Lab.
o1310ry of the LMount on et af Meduwine
of the Uity University o New Youd o
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- Great Britain, ine Netherlends 1 fad cise-

for example, where individuzls simpiy
working ncar “asbastos werkers” are ex-
posed to the same dusts. Risk extends even,
to individuals not employod in an askes-
tos-contaminaied eaviromnen:; mesothe-
lioma has been found amcng family con-
tacts of asbssios workers residing in the
samc hauscholds, as well as among people
Hving within 2 quarter of a mile or so of
asbestos plants or other facilities which
have used asbustos-contataing marerizls.
Altlieugh mesathelionsa is not neces-
sarily the most common disease resulting )
from asbcstos expasure, it provides a very
wsefel index of such problams, since it is
only uncommecaly seent as a resut of cx-
posure to other agents or without iden-
tified cause. Large svale investigations of
serics of cascs of mesorhelioma in Franse,

where have demonstrated that the large
majority of thase cares can be tezced to
prior asbostos expospre., -

For these neoplasms, as for 21l can
cers duc to asbestos cxposure (aad, in-
deed, for cxtensive asbestosis as wall), a -
rather uniform charactesistic has bean ’
found: the discass usualiy does not be- o
come clinicaliy evidens fes 18, 25, 35 or
more yexrs from onsct’ of asbestas ex-
pusurc. The mitisl decndes are periods of
grace wicth no itacss or disabibity. White
some carly X-ruy chaegzos may he seen
2fter five 10 13 years, they are Jinites in _
eafenl and not useally accompanied by -
sipgnificant synpicas, They merely dum-

a7
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TASLE 2 <
X-ray chanzes in as9esios insuidtion woikrn
Onae: of Asherous 12002
exposure % b2S
tyrs) No. Normat Abnormal 3 . 3
40+ Rt 54 54.2. 35 N 2%
30-39 18 129 E7.1 102 CE e
20-23 77 21.2 722 a5 T &
10-19 . 22z 5.8 ©4. 158 - o]
0-9 363 296 104 35 o] ¢
Totut 1317 51.5 <28 %6 i0e Lo

diseasc might be a scrious problem in
shipyards was sounded by Harricstin
Great Britain and Stumphiussin the Neth.
erlands when they reported instances of
mesothchioma among shipyard workers.
What was worrisome was that the men
were not “ashestos worlers™ but sathes,
individuals employed in cther trades, At
the Devonport shipyard of the Rovyal
Navy, for cxamplc, mesothclioma in a
boilermaker, a fiutee, a shipwrisin, a weld-
er and a laborer were described. .

This raiscd the imtpartang question of
whether asbesios use in shipyards might
result in the exposure of the workers esn-
pioyed in many tradss, to dust derived

from the few **asbestos workers™ in their

midst. In 1943, in the United Seatds, for
example, approsimately one in $0J shin-
yard workers was an insulator. The other
499 included woelders, shiplitters, machin-
ists, pipefitters, clectricians, boilerinakers
and painters {Table 5).The significance of
this question is made apparent by the fast
that diving World War {1, approximaicty
4,500,000 men and women worked i our
shipyards, wany ol them uaders conditions
inwhichesposurstoashestos was posaitle.
After World War It the total numsber of
shipyard warkers 1apidly decreased from
a high of 1,700,000 i the last monihs of
1943 10 204,04 ur s0. Duriag the period

VOL 28 N3 2MARCYH APRILIGTS
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of 1946-1978, to1al employment remained
in this range, fluctuating with economic
conditions a2d the courntry's shipbuilding

rosiam, The 290,002-250,030 [lizuic
charactesized the tota! number in the
yards at ons 1ime; however, there was
much turasver, aad the total number of
diffcient individuals was much larger.
There are no accurate data readily avail-
able which ¢ould tell vs how many diifer-
cnt peopiz—carpeiners, rigeers, electri-
cians, draftsmen, welders, etc.—were s0
emploved, Nevertheless, the eady obser-
vations (sooa augmented by later stud-
ics??) peinted (0 a pentially serious
problem,

Harrics has racently nublished his fur-
ther observuzions 2t Devonport, through
1973.9By thc end of the year, he had ob-
served 35 cates of anesothel:ioma in that
shipvard cloac, Agaia, trades other than
*“asbuesios workers'” gave evidence of the
hazard.Onty 1wo of the 35 worked discatly
with asbestis (Ianger, sprayer). The other
53 included 14 shipwrnights, nine boiler-
makees, cizlz {itters and Sight clectricians
{Tanie 7). .

John Lone of Hizh Carley Hospital
has putdinhicd simider data fromnshipyards
i Barrow ([ Tuble $)¥; his most 1ecent
obseovation. ape partivuiarhy disturhinn n
In Barrow, 329 indniduals were seen, be-

c9
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) TAGLE 4
Deaths amona 17.£00 asbestos insulstion workers in
the United States and Cansca, dan. i, 1267-Jan 1, 1377:
Analysis by duration {rom onset of einployment

Duration Num- Persan- Pleurat Pecitoneal
from bee yraes Lung cancer mesotheliomz | mesothelioma
Oniet of of Ne. 71032 No. /1020
{vears] men obf.zn-a:ion Exaccizd® | Obzcrved | porson-years | person.years
<10 5552 23303 053 ] e’ o
’ 10-16 $053 29,023 27 7 o 0
15-19 §.8:f 35,639 25?7 .05 0.08
-3¢ SETY o m 17.03 59 919 - 0.1C
- 25-28 6,593 23657 21.03 108 c.72 0.87
30-3¢ 3,547 11,553 1848 112 0.86 .1.80
35-23 2.8 5481 11.47 £6 .95 i ok
40-44 1,183 3,160 3.12 39 - 1.27 5.05
45+ 1,030 5.205 12.82 69 | 2.43% 547

Smoking hat 13 mIlizaCn inta 3223008,

“Erpocted CCINs Pre DIIDS VOON While male a30 tDecific mertality catz of the US.
Natidnzl Coater 1o Mmeatth Stattics (07 19621975 and e tradalation to 1976:

ASBESTOS DISEASE
INU.S. SHIPYARDS

There has been comparatively little writ-
ten concerning the petential for ashestos-
discase hazards in U.S. shipyards. In pact,
this inay have beer due 1o the {ace that ir
the Iatter part of World War I} a survey
_directed to this question failed to demon-
strate the prevalence of significant asbes.
tos diszase. At that time, 1,074 insulction
workers employed in U.S. yards were
examincd and, with few esceptiors, no
evidence of discuse was found. 1 Unfortu-
nately, the significance of the fazt that the
very large majority of men had begun
working only a short tirg before was not
appreciated; reither was it yndersiood
that Xeray evidonee of disease could not
be expected to appear entil one of two de-
cades later. .
During the 1960, evidenve accumu-
lated that **asbestos workers” {insulatian)
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employed in shipyards had unhappy dis-
e2se expericiice, with markedly incrzased
death ratss o cancer (fung canser, pleural
mesothelioma, peritoneal mesothelioma,
gasirointestir:al cancer) and asbestosis, s -
Thases obsenations, howaver, were con.
fined to ins.lation workers, and while
they pointed o a possiblz a2ccompanying
difficulty among other shipyard trades,
expecizlly in view of British experience,
detailed observations conaccrning other
workers weie 1ot avaijabie,

The poteniial for asbostos disease in
U.S. shipyards was further highlighted by
accwmulatin: knowledse that the workers
who manuls ctured the ashastos insulation
materiais e in U.S. yards during and
after World War 11 were theimselves found
10 suffer ser ous pshestos discase. Investi-
raiens of 1l s emplovess at ane such plant
showed makedly increaved tisk of neo-
plastic discess and asbhestosis, including
increased ri-x of death of cancer with 25
Little as o oonth of emplayment. ib.ts

9
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Fig. 2 J.B. Both tibrotc placuns and p'ourat
calcification in x-1ay Of by rres $hipyarc workar,

SYMDINMIUC. Thew Grascnce & mordiv eut-
cence 0! £noe 25TLSI0S CxSISUIE an7 10! in-
dicalive thal roesothelioma wiil necessanly
_lollow.

were Jargely linited to those whase em-
ployment had begun i3 or more years b2
fore; all were volunteerss. A caveal is in
ordcer: there is no way of knowing, under
these circuinstaiices, wheithier those who
volunteered were necessarily represen-
tative of the entive work [orce, or even of
their specific employment catcgory. Al
togcther, 1,000 men wers exminined, in-
cluding 157 boileninzhers, 121 pipafitters,
73 insulators, §2 poiuters, 69 carpeniers,
117 welders, 13! cicctricians, 102 outside
machinists, as wcil as Iaborery, molders,
lead bonders, office workers, drafismen,
guards, and desonaminaion technicians,

Films were catcgarized using the bnier-
nationaf Classification of Rudi
Preumaconioscs (H.OU/CY(Apy

sy 1),
Overzll, agmroximately Ralf-of the

workers exainived showed Neray evidence
of pulmonary and plenral chanaes of the
sort rezulniy seen foliowing diredt 9r ine
cirect accupationat oxpownre to wbestos
(pilmanary asbestasis, pleural aybesto.
sis), The fiadiags are ouriined ie Tublcs @
and 10, One or another abucningfity was

VOL 28.NO 2 AAACI LA PRI 1GTE
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Fcr: 3 I Agz 49,1975, Touck q:ﬁvcr unit

ya.'c /. . . Ehow s ealituytar
{irisguias} .. protus:on 1242
n e LD WIC Caansiteatan) Some SP\OW\“SS
of breath on exsriicr. Nole: ithlicate in lower |
lung fieids, uppet LOSQS cicar, This 15 commaoa.

present in 234 of 636 workers with less
than 20 years fron: onset of expnsurs (434
percent) 2nd among 185 el 364 shipyard
workers 20 0z maore yeass from onset (S0.€
percent), Pzrznchymal disease was seenin
29.6 percent of she former Zroup and 36.8
pereent of the latter. Pleurzt changes were
found in JX.I poreent of the fess expesi-
enced worhers and in 29.7 pereent of tha
men with {on-er evperience. The high
prevaience of £lcural chanes was not un.
cxpeaice, Ruving been found proviously
ainoay shiprard workers in Britain and
clsewhere. n :
he wnparizace of duration from on-
sct of expesurs s clrarly seen in Table 30,
whkere it s found that amene 203 worken
who beean wo-k only i 1851 or later, 115
(38.0pcreontynad ahnenes ities on N-rav,
sy, Laong W6 norkers whase
cmnmyn.wx Boznn in @37 or before, &S
(512 porvent) were aboengsl,

N0 fraGe win dmiene to change,
Tables 1 and 12 indicate thzt tis was 2
Uz FOr pANISIS 23 1 was Tae clectriciao.,
for ¢arpenters as for mactinisis, and for

93
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=7 may be hopud thatinvprove § (e

necessarily incomplete and reatatise —are
offered:

1. Knowledge concerning asbestos expo-
sutc: .

0 Dissemiration of information: under-
standing the discase potenuial of ashes-
tos exposure (past and future) woutd be
valuabic for both worker angd manage-
ment.

r Avoidance of odditionel exposire:
appropriste engincering and ingusirial
hygiene mcthods are erucial; removal
or replir of asbestns inatesials now in
place prescnts @ problem for the future,

2. Medical surveilance programs:
B Asbeslosis: awarengss of ihe presence
of 1his discase by boch the paticnt and
the treating physician woufd &z im-
portant, sitce most d2aths of ashesiosis
are due to ialcreursent respiratory in-
fections, rather than to provressive pul-
monary fibrosis. Pulmeaary infections
can be well treated, and expericnse has
~ shown that many lives can be saved.

w Lung cancer: carly diagnosis can in-
crease the likelihood of successful treat-
ment 10 sOMe exicnl (by RO m22is &s
much as we would like). Itis not knowa
whether more ensrgetic surveiilanse (as
with frequent sputuin cytelogy exannn-
ation) will increase the percentage of
those successfully ireated. Studics are
now in progeress to investinaie this pos-
sibility.

B Colorectal cancer: catly diagnosis in-

 creases the likctificod of cure,

o Orapharyrgeul, laryngeal or renal cor-
cinoma: awareness of the increased risk
of these cancess improves chances for
early study and diagrosis of the pres-
cnce of these conditions, which can be
curcd inmnany cases.

@ Plewral ced/for puritoneal messtirelio-
ma: cffcctive ther2py is not now avail-
able and carly diagnosis docs not sig-
pificantly increase the likelihood of
survival. However, rescarch coneeining
therapy is row underway in the United
States, Great Hritainand Frapce, and it

1t

methods witl breomic available.
© Educetion proprams?
Smoling: luag caecer risk 18 groacly
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TABLE 6
Percentoge distribution of trades
in private shipyarcs, June 1923

.

Tiade Percentage
\Welders 153
Saiphrters 11.0
b Naghinasts - 8.3
P.ochisters 1.2
Erpciricians - : 6.6
Carpeniers . 6.1
Laloress 55
Surnzes . Je
Paintass 2
Sagetmeta workpoe 30
R 93202 22
Cr:poess and Cautners 28
Ecne~n3xers 23
Crane cpzaratens 1.3
Fine covecers 0.2
At pihar PR

Sourca: Buteau of LeSar Statistics,
Sulletin 624

multiplizd by asbestos cxposure. ¥t is
urgent that titis information become
available to workers who have baen ex-
posed 1o 2shasios, and thal every assis-
tanze be 2ffordzd thein 10 help in their
elforis 1o control and climinate smok-
inp, especizhy cigaretis smoking. Some
data are also available sugpesting that
cessation of smeking wid, ater a num-
ber of years, reduce the risk of ling
cancer, even with a histery of prior cig-
arette smoking. Should these experi-
ences be canfirmed, it will beevenmore
urg=ant o d2aiify and alent former ship-
yard worters, (0 acguzint them with
the impartan rish of bur zcancer should
thoy coen cizarenis oohing. Cizar-
ette smoking 210 facreasss the risk of
seriovs Gisedility assooiated with pul-
monary fibrosis, aad of the develon-
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TASLE S
Mortality experisaze of 429 thipyerd worizes :a Baston, Sogtang
with pleussf gleauss cn x-ray (1582-927 0 compared
viith contrel men in Cerbisle, vathiout pleural plagues

Tracin) to Deeember 31, 1976 Plsques N Contpls
Alive 239 . 247
. Dzsg 127 £20% Treunzn
Not razed 3ipn) 81 1.e%
423 . z7¢
- Caeuscs of death Plagues Cornircls
- Lung camger 1° <
12soinehoma 23 . 0
G. ). cancer 7 - &
All uth=r cancer 13 7
I32hemic hoary diseoto 34 23
Cororic Dronghits g (3
AL otnar causes 22 . 28
. TABLE 10 - ’ . .

X-Ray abnormalities 2mana worksrs eranioyed
in shipbuiiding and sl repsie.
analysis by durzticn from onsat of wark

NORMA ABNORAKAL
Onset of work Yozt No. % No e
) <1229 166 21 &z.2 £s s :
16531238 1¢e2 oz 498 122 Lra)
1650-3652 priogs) Vie 6.7 A < .
P 1073 302 1535 €26 i 2e0
1520 - 583 541 e &5y
VO 28.NO 2 MARCH APRIL 1973 97
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"] 7 ASBESTOS INFORMATRON ASSOC!ATION

174:) Jblferson Davns nghway Crystai Szuzre 4 Sulie ’-39
Arlington, Virginia 22202  (703) 272-1150

v

5 Suly 1978
ATTACRMENT 11

HZMORANDUM FOR: HEMBERS

SUBJBCT: . HEW Public Awareness on Asbestos Exposure
Campaign

BEERENCES: A:. Merorandum to Merxbars, April 27, 1978

B. "News & Notes" April 29, 1978

In his April 26 statement on risk of lung cancer and other serious
Giseases for workers who have been heavily exposed to asbestos dust,
Secretary of HEW Califano announced several steps that would be
taxen "to inform doctors, workers and others about the increased
risks of asbestos exposure.”

Sncretary Califano's action stemmad from communications beginning’
in October 1977 from the Health Research Group (a Nader affiliated
orxganization) with the Secretary of Defense recommending that the
flavy "stop proposing more research and act immediately to notify
and compensate past and present shipyard employees who were likely
to have been exposed to asbestos.” An asbestos subgroup of the
Armed Forces Epidemiological Board recommended that the Navy should
notify the "four million former shipyaré employees.”

Uoon being advised by the Navy that the Veterans Administration,

the Civil Service Commission “or some other agency should accept
the duty of notification," the Health Research Group wrote the
Secretary of the Navy stating that "the Wavy has not acted to pro--
tect the health and welfare ¢f thousands of present and former
shipyard workers who have already or soon will develop cancer or
lung disease due to thair (asbsstos) exposure” and urged mass media
such as TV, radic and newspapers should bz used in addition to
efforts toward. personal contact by letter to each potential asbestos
victim's home.

On April 13, the Health Research Group in a naws release called

ths lavy's delay in an active information program "grossly irrespon-
sible and inexcusable". The broadening issue was influenced by the
governmant's settlement in the amount of $5.7 million in the highly
publicized Tyler, Texas casec.

Information gathered from various federal regulatoxy agencies re-
sulted in an estimate of between 8 and 11 million workers exposed
to asbestos since the beginning of World Vexr II of which 1.5 to

2.5 million are presently emsloyed whils the remainder - betwezen
“%.5 - 8.5 million were formorly emploved in environments with
significant asb2stos exposure l“pl”ﬂ‘ﬂu the more than 4 million
Wi 11 shipyard workers.
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o ATTACHMENT II[

This statement is made in response to media reports on a press
conference held Wedne;day (Aprii 26) by Secretary, Joseph A. Califano
of the Deéartment of.Health, Education, and Welfare and refers to
his printed statement which was distributed at the time of the con-

ference.

Past. conditions in which workers were exposed to asbestos bear

no relationship whatsoever to regulated conditions under which we

worX today.

e believe Secretary Califano's statement represented an objec-
tive analysis of asbestos-related health problems. It is regrettable
that media reports we have seen failed to reflect the real substance

of his approach.

At no time did he refer to asbestos~reiated health problems
exca2pt in the context of persons “heavily exposed to Asbestos before
the dovernment began to requlate", or those "exposed in the pést?
espscially those from the war years,” or “"past wérkers.“ These
three important qualifiers are repeated throughout the text of his
presentatioﬁ, yet they are almost studiously absent in.the nedia

reports.

The nunerical projections contained in the Secretary's statement

are extrermes that are clearly based on past conditions virtually non
UCC 008760
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. Page 3

our employees' risk of contracting lung cancer to that which can

~2 expected in the general non-smoking population,

Dr. ,Kotin, who is a leading authority on cancer, has emphasized

repeatedly that non-smoking asbestos workers are at minimal risk to

the development of lung cancer when compared with the non-smoking

genesral. public. . .

Secretary Califano unfortunately combined smokers and non-smoker

n his projection of a "20-25 per cent"” attack rate for lung cancer

,-lu

in workers exposed to asbastos. Actually, only a very small percent

of non-smoking asbestaos workers have developed lung cancer.

Again referring to the past and present, reference in the .

Secretary's statement to asbsetos as a "dangerous and insidious"

|

aterial clearly relates to past exposures. Indeed, as Drs. Selikof

At

né Hamrmond point out in their medical paper, which was distributed

o

with the Secretary's statement, “"In terms of public health, the

overwhelming problem is the undoing, ameliorating or modifying of

both current and anticipated results of past mistakes." (Emphasis
added.)
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