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Fina Normal Paraffins Unit 
Maior Hazard Survey 

Texas City, Texas 
Ne 

Attached is the final report of the Major Hazard Survey for the Linear Algeohols 

Unit at Texas City. A total of 14 major concerns are included in this report. A 

list of all concerns has been sent to Mr, BD. R. Hutchinson, the Unit Department Head. 

The concerns listed in this report shoyld be treated as confidential. 

According to the Major Hazard Survey Procedure, plant personnel should develop 

an action plan within 60 days after issuance of this report. The survey team members 

should receive a copy of the action plan and subsequent progress reports. 

If you have any questions on the report, please contact me or one of the other 
members of the survey team. 

A. L. Barefoot, Team/foordinator 
D. A. Gaugler - 512 

Vv. R. Ryder ~ 312 

R. A. Loke ~ 525 
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UNION CARBIDE CORPORAT
ION 

CHEMICALS & PLASTICS 

PROCESS AND OPERATING SAFET
Y REVIEW 

NORMAL PARAFFINS UNIT - TEXAS CITY PLANT 

R, A. Loke - Representing R & D 

D. H. Gaugler - Representing Process Safety
 

and Fire Protection 

J. R. Ryder ~- Representing Engineerin
g 

A. L. Barefoot - Coordinating and Represent
ing 

Production 

BROWNSVILLE PLANT 
BROWNSVILLE, TEXAS 
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but the quescion arises, at what point will he decide to turn in an 

alarm (should he be unable to extinguish 
it). The potential problem of 

crying “wolf! too often is obvious; but b
y the same token, we feel that a 

record of all fires must be maintain
ed and that a procedure be worked ou

t 

‘whereby the fire department will be noti
fied. Fire department and 

operating personnel should be educated to a
ccomplish this end. 

OSHA IMPLICATIONS 

1. 

10. 

ik. 

12. 

Entrances to caged ladders at elevated levels in the process structure 

are not provided with spring~loaded gat
es. 

Racks and chains are not provided for pre
ssurized cylinders throughout 

the unit. 

Insulators were observed not wearing prope
r respiratory equipment when 

applying asbestos (?) insulation. 

Safety showers and eye bath stations are i
n need of repair and painting. 

Spring-loaded valves are not used for drum-
emptying operations. 

seaffolding equipment is substandard. 

Many hoses were observed to be in need o
f replacement. 

Lt was reported that om occasions samples h
ave been stored in the 

gane refrigerator used by the operators for
 keeping their lunches. 

Standard Gperatiag Procedures are not up to date and are incomplete. 

The sewer vent pipe in the control building is correded and could 

perpit hazardous fumes to enter the building. 

Many utility drops were not labeled. 

Rotating equipment auards not adequate on som
e pieces of equipment. 

Obstructions were noted around the n
ortheast hose house. 
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