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UNION CARBIDE CORPORATION RECEIVED
CHEMICALS AND PLASTICS
ENGINEERING JuL 14 1971
BOUND BROOK, NEW JERSEY "
J.J. W)
MEMORANDUM
July 9, 1971
To: Mr. R. E. Byrne - Niagara Falls

Mr. Frank Cozzarelli - 312
Mr. M. G, Ferri - 312
Mr, D. H. Frodey - 312
Mr. R. E. Graebert - 312
Mr, C. L. Higgins - 312
Mr. H. E. Kasting - 312
Mr. M. B. Ketcham - 511
Mr. L. J. LaFrance/ - 4th Floor
Mr. P. W. McDaniel
Dr. C. S. McKinley ~ 312
Mr. R. E. Nicolson ~ 312 _ _
Mr. H. L. Robinson 2511 ) )
Mr. S. P. Spence , %312
Mr. R. F. Valois s ~ 312
Mr. J. J. Walker™ - 511
Mr. J. P. Zuccarelli - 312

Subject: Safety Meeting o
' Chemicals and Plastics Operations
General Electric Company, Hooker
Chemical Corporation and Union
Carbide Corporation

Attached are minutes of the General Electric/Hooker/Union Carbide Corporation
Safety Meeting, prepared by Dr. Paff of General Electric.

Attention is directed specifically to Paragraphs I a, b and ¢ ~ Asbestos.

R. W. Schwartz

' PLAINTIFF'S
RWS/3j1b EXHIBIT
Attachment
UCC 022317
I
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Purpose: To discuss the handling of asbestos and other health and safety

problems in the manufacture of phenolic molding compounds.

- . N

Place; Hooker Chemical Corporation Headquarters;

'Crand‘Isiand, New York
Date: June 18, 1971

Present: Da?id Guilbault: Safety Administrator, Pittsfield area

General Electric Co.,'Pittsfield, Mass,

Louis Rohrdaﬁz: Coordinator - Safét;vand Securiiy (Corporate)
ﬁooker Chemical Corporatioﬁ, Grand Island, N.Y.

'vDavid'Paff, M.D. Associate Medical Director

General Electric Co.,.Pittsfield, Mass,

R. W. Schwartz: Engineeri?g Department (Safety Engin?ering)
Union Carbide Corﬁbraﬁibn

Chemical and PlasticéA- Bound Brook, N.J.

1. Asbestos
a.’ A brief review of health effécts was-gi;en'by Dr. Paff.
Health effects of asbes:oé are difficult to determine because:
1. They are delayed (15) plus years from the time of exposure,
2. Asbestos is a famlly of silicates and not a pure ‘chemical.

Such factors as chemical makeup, 1mpurities and fiber length

confuse the picture. - .

ucCcC 022318 -

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
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1. Asbestos (Cont'd)

a.

V(Coht'd)

Three diseases are generally attributable to asbestos:

1. Asbestosis: a fibrosis of the lungs genefally felt to be due

to mechanical irritation from the fibers.
2. lung Cancer: Possible due to adsorption to deposited fibers by

. carcinogens such as Nickel and benza-o-pyrene.

'3, Mesothelioma: .

The first two have been attributed to both chrysotile and

crocidolite while the la;t iny to crocidolite.
Threshold Limit Value (TLV) |

. R .

AAdiSCQSSiOD was held concerning the intended change in the TLV as
rec0mmepded by ACGIH. The present fLV is 5 m.p.p.c.f. (million
parfiéles pe; cubic foo£). The proposed change is 5 fibers/ml
greatef than 5 microns. .piscgssion'ﬁas held concerning conversion

from one type of units and was unresolved.

Note: A telephone call to Hervey B. Elkins, Ph.D. who is a member of

the 1970 TLV committee and director of Occupational Hygiene
the Commonwealth of Massachusetts revealed the following:

1. - It is generally felt that the fibers longer than 5 micro

for

ns

N a:e.responsible for the damagevand not the fine dusct. Thé

" old method of counting was a simple dust count which als
counted any other dust in the area. The present method
counts by phase contrast microscopy the actual asbestos

» fibers.

UCC 022319

o
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D Asbesgos (Cont'd)
b, (Cont'd)
-Note:
:2. Because of th; chaﬁge in techﬁique it is impoésible-to
"directly convert from one recording method to the other.
Hogever an épprbximation vhere éontamination from other
- . B dusts can be excluded under the old method is that -
5 fibers/m} is equivaleat to 1 m.p.p.c.f, This resultsr
‘;n a projected chaﬁge from 5 to-i.
C;i Hgndlinngf_bags;-brief discussion cdnéerning the various ways of
fhandling of bags during éumping and afterward. Education as to the
impoxtance of keeping the dust down is.impor:ang. Often they are

" dumped carefully and then throwa in a pile someplace to spread dust

. in unventilated areas. : B . ) , .
d,i Possibility of using 50# bags instead of the 100# bags was discussed.
Lou Rohrdanz indicated that Hooker Chemical was doing-chis and'said
he would fin@ out for sure and let tﬁe others know. The advantage
is in pre&enting'ﬁack injuries aﬁd not in preventing exposure to
asbéstos.izit.may cause an increase in exposure. o |
e. Asbestos disease at various plants. |
Pittsfield:c All empléyees x-fayeé this year with no disease
B ' ;tgributablevto asbestos fdund. |
Hooker Chemical: X-rays for a number of years on a&n annual sasis
with no disease attributable to asbestos found.

" Union Carbide: Bob Schwartr was unsure of what had beea done but

knew of no disease attributable to asbestos.

UCC 022320
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e.

8.

I. Asbestos {Cont'd)

Coht’d-

Dr. Paff,éaid théﬁ he is not surpriged tﬁatano asbeétos di;caseAhas
been foundi> Asbestos diseuse takes a 1§ﬁg time to @evelopvand does
not evén then afreét'everyone. Also, éven though air concentrations
probablyvexceed TLV's for'asbéstos the total eiposure would nof
,excéed one hour deily andAthe TLV is'réally‘ﬁeant for (8) hour
exposures. This does unct wmean that the present 1eveis will be

tolerated as the TLV is unow part of the Walsh-Healey and Occupational

" Health and Sefety laws. He alsq said that ﬁulmonary disease simulating

‘esbestos disease or lung ceuncer will most likely be compensable under

W.C. Law Iin asbestos workers even with adequate protection.

v

Bob Schwartsz talked briefly about Calidria Asbestos which is mined .

by Union Cérbide and is now available in_pelletizéd form. The

.advantage to the use of this type of asbestos is that it can be

handléd'withouﬁ exéosure to reépirable particles; " The problem with

its use at present‘is in depélletizing it. This is being worked onm

" by Union Carbide's developrent peoplé in Nlagara Falls.

Hooker Chemical has a closed éystem for handling of wocd flour. The
poésibility'of such a system for asbestos should be investigated.

The wood flour systea is impeded by moisture. Ford Motor Co. has

' experimented with a_closed bulk system with asbestos mined by Johns-

Manville. G.E. has looked et this system but their supplier (Carey)

has not developed such a systew and Cérey has the low-irom asbestos

- pecessary for phenolié compounds. There have been problems with the

Ford-Johus-Manville system in that asbestos compacts very easily and

‘ the'tank-ca: must be entered to get much of the compacted asbestos out.

UCC 022321
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I. (Coant'd)

"h. Dave Guilbault dlscussed an automatic bag-slitter and baler that

he helped develop elsewhere., Dr. Paff suggested that an inter-

locked door could be used so that the door would have to be closed

‘fo activate the bag-slitter. The baler is somewhat like a trash-

compacter and can give you a neat backage in a polyethylene liner.

1. A suggestion was made that asbestos be packaged in a bag made of a

_materialAcompétible‘wich the ‘end product to eliminate dispoéal of

R

the bag.

-

J. Use of respirators. It was agreed that it is difficult to supervise

the use of respirators and that education of the employees is im-

- portant so that thej will know why. Dr, Paff suggested that they

only need be worn during dusty operations such as opening the bags, .

! 7 dumping the contents,'héndling the'bags, and clean up.

I1. Methods of handling safety;

a. Englneering safety review prior to any constructzon whether ic is

. the building of new plants or changing exlsting ones.

7\

This often

//,;uf-~ ~~ saves a considerable amount of money as it is more expensive to

‘make changes later than to incorporate the proper safety measures

into the original design. " This should not be thougbt of as an escape

: mechanism for the design engineers so that they can pass the responsi-

'_billty to someone else if something goes wrong.

b. Administration of safety. E ) .

IJC(3022322,
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IX1. (Cont'd)

é; Staff vs line responsibility for safety: “Ic was ag?egd by all
present that safety is the responsibility of sdpervision; There
is a fendency in many companies ﬁp expect that this is the resﬁonsi-
biiity of the Safety Engineer, The safety engineer ghould:be a
consultant to help subervisionAwith difflcult problems. He should
not be an inspector and it should not be his-job to tramp around
ghe plant telling employees to put on thelr safety giasses, etc,
Supervision may be reluctant to take on this responsibility and then .
-1t becomes the job of the Safety Engineer to educate them,

d. 1Inclusion of safety record in éﬁnual compensation review. Too often\
only lip service is paid térsafety and onlj production is looked at
when evaluating‘magagement.‘ One way of combating this is to include .
'a managers safety record along wifh hié production record whea it

*comes to evaluating him in terms of dqllars. |

e. Technical safety audit: A brief review of this procedure as developed
by David Guilbault was given. This cénsists of an intefnal audit 7
actually perf&rmed by supervision énd enéineeriﬁg after instruction

and guidance by the safety engineer,

- I1I, Noise: A very brief discussion on the problems bf Noise and Héaring Con-
| | serva;ion was held. This is of particular interest at this time
as it is probable that cﬁis will be the first area givén attention
unde; the new law. Dr, Paff discussed G.E.'s new molded silicone

ear -plug.

UCC 022323
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"IV. Adjournment: It was the concensus that this first meeting was of
benefit to all. It is planned to have another simflar

meeting during the fall probably in Pittsfield,

%m(/g %/ ~
‘David G. Paff, M.D. .
~ Associete Medical Director

RPN

v

At b aine s e

T sfee/n

- S uce 022324 -
[t S —
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