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FOR._PUBLICATION

Teta MJ, Lewineohn HC, Meige JW, Vidone RA, Mowad LZ, Flannery JI:
Mesothelioma in Conmnmecticut, 1955-77, Occupational gnd geographic

associations, Journal of Occupational Mediciwe 1983, 25: 74%-735

To the Editor:

My colleagues and I would like to put on record some additional
information about three cases of mesothelioma described in this report in
persons who were stated to have worked in a Connecticut ssbestos friction
products factory. Important inferences bave been and may be drawn from

this report which are incorrect.

We have studied the mortality to 1978 of cohorts of men and women who
vere employed for one month or more, 1938-58 in this plant which
meanufactured friction products from chrysotile only. Of the male cohort
of 3641, 3513 (95.51) were traced 1267 had died and death certificates
were obtained for 1228 (96.92)¢1). The females numbered 931, 848 (91.1%)
were traced and for the 122 who h;d died desath cettificates were

obtained{2), There were no deaths from mesothelioma in wen or women.

Of the three cases reported by Teta et al, one, a man, worked in another
plant ~ s small asbestos textile factory —from 1921 to 1932, He was also
employed in electrical work from 1937-40 and was not a member of our
cohort, I am indebted to Ms Teta for hies occupational history. He did

not ever work in the friction producte plant which we studied. A w2019
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. Both cases in women were clerical workers and were members of our
cohort. However, neither of the two was certified at death as a
malignant mesothelioma, but both were recorded as such in the Connecticut
Tumor Registry, perhaps because they had worked et an asbestos factory.
One woman died in 1971 at asge 69 years and was certified as
carcinomatosis, primary site unknown (no autopsy). The reviewving
patbologist who was not informed of the occupational history subsequently
made a diagnosis of "probable mesothelioma". The second woman died in
19;5, at sge 76 and the cause of death was certified, following an
sutopsy, as carcinomatosis with the additional mention on the certificate
of primary pancreatic carcinoma. Kevertheless slide review “confirmed a

diagnoeis of peritoneal mesothelioma."

Alison D, McDonald, MD, FFCH
Research director

Institut de Recherche en Santé et
en Sécurité du Travail du Québec
505 De Mgzisonneuve Boulevard West
Montreal, Canada
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