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J, PURPOSE OF THIS PRESENTATION IS TO AQUAINT ALL TEXAS CITY PLANT 

PERSONNEL WITH THE HEALTH HAZARDS INVOLVING ASBESTOS FIBERS? Tn = 

piNPetTAnCeE. ONION CALF SE PLAC
ES ON TAR eo 

HAMSLING OF THIS VIR EAIAL, 

MOST PEOPLE WILL IMMEDIATELY ASSOCIATE ASBESTOS WITH INSULATING 

MATERIALS, & RIGHTFULLY SO, SiiCE THEY ARE THE PRIMARY SOURCE OF 

ASBESTOS IN OUR WORK AREAS, 2UT WE SHOULDN’T BE CAUGHT OFr_CUARD 
AfZevNp THE iC EE 

BECAUSE MANY QTRER ITEMS USED IN THE PLANT AND OBESEEE AS WELL 
vu BSTA NCE. 

CONTAIN THIS MESES IT IS A FIBEROUS MINERAL HAVING A WHITE, GRAY, ~—— 

en 

TEMPERATURES (>1000°C) @ IT HAS EXCELLENT INSULATING PROPERTIES. . 

MOST OF THE COMMERCIAL USES GF ASBESTOS ARE BASED ON THESE THERMAL / 

PROPERTIES. 

STARTING ABOUT 1973, ASBESTOS CONTAINING INSULATION MATERIALS BEGAN ~ 

TO BE PHASED OUT BY MOST HARUFACTURES. TODAY ALL OUR INSULATION 

ITEMS ARE ASBESTOS FREE. THE HAZARD STILL EXISTS, HOWEVER, IN THE 

OLD INSULATION STILL IN USE ALL OVER CUR PLANT, REMOVAL & DEMOLIT LON 

OF INSULATION IN THESE OLDER AREAS IS THE PRINCIPAL CAUSE FOR CONCERI 

WHICH WILL BE ADDRESSED HERE. 

ASBESTOS IS AN INERT MINERAL FIBER WHICH POSES LITTLE, OR &3, 

HEALTH HAZARD IN CONTACT WiTH THE SKIN OR BODY ORGANS FROM #2 ICH 

IT CAN BE REMOVED BY WASHING OR PURGING. HOWEVER, DUST OR FIBERS 

OF ASBESTOS WHICH BECG#ME LODGED IN THE LUNGS BY THHALATION ARE 

NOT REMOVED BY ABSORPTION OR EXPULSION AND 
HAVE BEEN STRONGLY 

ASSOCIATED WITH BRONCHIAL DISEASES SUCH AS ASB
ESTOSIS, MESOTHELIOMA, 

AND OTHER FORMS OF CANCER &). 
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/ 
THE HEALTH HAZARD LEVELS FOR CONTACT WITH ASBESTOS ARE NOT SIVEN 

Ii] THE MANUAL OF HAZARDS TO HEALTH FROM CHEMICALS. HOWEVER, BASED 

ON THE ASSOCIATION OF LUNG CANCER WITH INHALATICN OF ASBESiCS FIBERS, 

A HEALTH HAZARD RATING OF 4 IS ASSIGNED TO ASBESTOS IN THE 2° HAZARD 

SIGNAL SYSTEM. 

STANDARDS FOR EXPOSURE OF WORKMEN TO ASBESTOS HAVE BEEN ADOPTED BY 

OSHA AS FOLLCWS: “PERMISSABLE EXPOSURE TO AIRBORNE CONCENTRATIONS 

OF ASBESTOS FIBERS: 1. STANDARD EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 1976 - THE 8- 

HOUR TIME-WEIGHTED EXPOSURE SHALL NOT EXCEED ES FIBERS, LONGER 

THAN 5S MICROMETERS, PER CUBIC CENTIMETER OF AIR: 2, CEILING 

CONCENTRATION - NO EMPLOYEE SHALL BE EXPOSED AT ANY TIME TO AIRBORNE , 

CONCENTRATIONS OF ASBESTOS FIBERS IN EXCESS OF 10 FIBERS, LONGER 

THAN S MICROMETERS, PER CUBIC CENTIMETER OF AIR”. ) 

IT SHOULD BE NOTED THAT IN MOST INSTANCES THE EMPLOYEE WILL NOT BE - 

EXPOSED TO CONCENTRATION ABOVE THE ALLOWABLE LIMIT. ALL PRECAUTIONS 

ARE TAKEN, NEVER-THE-LESS, SINCE THERE IS NO QUICK WAY OF C3TAINING oO 

THE RESULTS FROM THE MONITORS THAT SRE USED DURING THESE ACTIVI
TIES. 

THE FOLLOWING FILM SEQUENCE WILL PGRTRAY THE OSHA REGULAT
E =QUTPMENT 

2 PROCEDUPES REQUIRED FOR THE PROPER HANDLING & DISPOSAL O> SSBESTOS 

CONTAINING INSULATION. 
| 
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