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. Since 1960 the asbestos product:on of the United - ‘ 
States has nore than doubled, a phenomenon in large part due. 
to the development of the Coalinga asbestos deposit in western 
California. Despite the fact that this deposit is of enormous 
size and contains over 50% reoovorable fiber, it remained 
unrecognized for over 100 years, since its physical appearance 
is totally unlike that of almost every other Gsbestos deposit 
in tho world. fhe Coalinga deposit ocoupies the southeastern : 
third of the New Idria serpentinite, an elonguted done-shaped ‘ 
body about 4 niles wide and 12 niles long, which has been 
intruded into greywackes and shales cf Jurassic and fretaceous 
age. Whereas nost asbestos ores consist of crose-fiber veiniets 
of chrysotile within massive serpentinite, no such veinlets have 
been found in the Coalinga deposit. , Thiag body has been i 
oxtensively sheared and pulverized into a gigantic pile of - f 
powdery asbestos. The great bulk of the deposit consists of : 
soft, powdery, pellct-like agglonerates of matter, friable .. 
chrysotile, surrounding blocks and fragnents of hard, denvo, [ 
coppetent serpontinite. The very nature of this ore has led r 
directly to its exploitation, since nining can be acconplished i 
with ease, by low-cost, open pit methods, and the fiber content 
can be easily separated from the coarse, hard rock. At the 
present tine throo companies aro processing Ooalinga ore with an 
annual production of about 50,000 tons. 

al 
J Four nain types of sorpentine materials are 

distinguishable in the ores (1) fragnents and blocks of Nard, 
denso sorpontinite, ranging in sizo from fraotions of an inch 
to boxcar dinenoionss; (2) large, tough, leathery sheets of 
cattea chrysotile, up to soveral square fect in size; (3) 
brittle, bladod fragmonts of green serpentine, up to soveral 
equare inches in sizo; and (4) soft, friablo, groeniuh-white 
agglonerutes of flaxy asbestos, 1/4" to 1" in diaueter, which 
also contain appreciable amounts of both the green, bladed 
material and tho hard, gritty serpentinite. The bulk ore 
consists predominantly of neubors of the serpentine group, with 
chrysotile making up about 75:3 of the total. Chrysotile is 
alnost tho sole constituent of both the greon bladed natorial 
and the leathery shocts. Serpentinite fragnents consist 
prinarily of ligardite and-antigorite, with emaller avounts of 
short-fiber chrysotile, bruocito, and magnetite. Ninor 

| quantitics of calcite and tracog of chromite and uvarovite aro 
: Qlso present. Talo has not been observod. 
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