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Translation Ey J. CcZzard
A5/14/72

32&3723 Thickznsr A-l4 2r: A-Z3 .
5i

ion ¢? Sales on Decz~ber 31, 197

You hzve belonged for some time among our loyal clients for asbestos thickeners
end have certainly learned To appreciate the advantages of this material.

In spite of the technical successes, we have decided to suspend the sales of
the asbestos thickener with the action of December 3, [971.

The principal reasons for this action are health considerations in view of possible
segcordary effects. it was recognized eariier that the inhalation of greater amounts
of asbestos fibers can lead to formation of asbestosis, which however may be avoided
by cobsarving the prescribec prctective measures. Ve have only to show recent statis-

’ ticai work which, aven wiTh the consideration of the safety rules, does not exclude
(the possibility) that lung and peritoneum cancer can be produced.

e therefore consider it our duty to withdraw the asbestos fiber products from the
rarket, although according To our information not all offerers (of this product)
share our doubts (or, scruples).

To our great regrets, therefore, we must confront you with the problem of changing
from the use of recipes based on A-14 and A-28. As alternate products we can
recormmand to you our Aerosii types, although they don't possess all the technical
gropervies to substifute ccmpietely for A-i4 and A-28 in every application. The
ren of our outside services and our applications technclogy of course are available
to you at @ny time in order to advise you with regard to the recipe change-over.

Should you, in spite of our doubts, at present not be able to give up on the
insertion of A-14 and A-28, we are prepared to fill all orders up to December
31, 1971 at your risk.

We hope that you will understand our action, and continue (as our customer),.
With friendly greetings,

Degussa (sc1~u('-v born //(rcss>

Attachment: Summary of the Decision
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Frankio-t Nove~tar 29, 167!

Siiay CF TEE TOXICOLCZ!ICAL LITERATLRE CM AS3ESTOS FIEER PRODUCTS

Before the rarket intrcduction of asbestos thickeners, in 1968 a technological
decisicn was made. Up To this Time, it was known, as described in pamphlet 30/31
of the occucational illness regulation, that asbestos fibers can lead with suitably
stronz sxpcsure to pregressive lung fibrosis (asbestosis), that lung cancer was
observed relatively freguentiy in combination with ashestos and that pleuraen-
?Theli:me (czncer of the lungs) could occur. If protective measures were used, as
conveysd in pamphlet ZH 1/138, the danger aopeared to be confined.

Yet after 1968 information was condensed which led to the following new judgment:

- Asbestos dust endangers not only the producer of asbestos products, where it is
doubted that the as yet ficticious TLV (Threshold Limit Value) is regarded as
reliabie, but also can endanger the fabricator of asbestos products and even the
pocpulation which lives in the neighborhood of the asbestos manufacturers and
fabricators.

The new statistical investigations of Dr. Selikoff, New York, reported increased
proportions of cases of mesothelioma in people who were exposed only a short time
to relztively small amounts of asbesios fibers. Thus the suspicion was consolidated
that zsbestos fibers present not only a danger to the working place but also for

the environrent.
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Asbestos Thickening Agents A 14 and A 28
Termination of Distribution by December 31, 1971

Dear Sirs,

For quite some time you belong to our circle of customers buying asbestos
thickening agents and you certainly appreciate the advantages of these product

. ‘ In spite of the technical success we have decided to terminate the sale of
. asbestos thickening agents by December 31, 1971.

The main reason for our decision is our doubt regarding possible secondary
health hazards. |t was known before that inhaling asbestos fibres may cause
asbestosis. This could be prevented by observing the prescribed precautions.
Recent statistics, however, have shown that it is not impossible to develop
lung-cancer despite complying to the safety rules.

Therefore, we feel obliged to withdraw our asbestos fibre products from the
market, although not all offerers share our doubfts.

We very much regret to have to confront you with the problem of changing those
formulations which included A 14 and A 28. As 3 substitufe we recommend our
Aerosil| types, although these do not possess all properties which are necessar
to fully replace A 14 and A 28 for all applications.

Our sales force and technical service group will advise and assist you in
-reworking your formulations.

In case you cannot do without A 14 and A 28 despite of our objections, we are
prepared to handle all orders arriving till December 31, 1971 on your own risk

We hope that you will understand our decision.
Sincerely yours,

DEGUSSA
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STTER TO GERANL CUITINTES

Translation By J. Gogzzard
6/14/72

~32g:z72s Thichk

; asr A-14 ar: A=Z35
Susoension ¢ |

&s on Dacz~ber 3, 1971

You rave belonged for some Time among our loya!l clients for asbestus thlceeners
zed nive certainly learned to appreciate the aavantages of this material.

In spite of the technical successes, we have decided to suspend the sales of
the asbestos thickener with the action of December 31, 197 .

The principal reasons for this action are health considerations in view of possible
secondary effects. It was recognized earlier that the inhalation of greater amounts
of asbestos fibers can lead to formation of asbestosis, which however may be avoiced
by otserving the prescribed protective measures. YWe have only 1o show recent statis-
tical work which, éven with the consideration of the safety rules, does not exclude
(the possibility) that lung and peritoneum cancer can be produced.

W2 therefore consider it our duty fo withdraw the asbestos fiber products from the
ra2rket, although according to our information nct all offerers (of this product)
share our doubis {or, scruples).

To cur great regrets, therefore, we must confront ycu with the problem of changing
trom The use of recipes based on A-14 and A-28. As alternate products we can
raccrmand to you our Rerosil types, although they don't possess all the technical
properties to substitute ccmpletely for A-14 and A-28 in every application. The
ren cf our outsice services and our applications technology of course are available
to ycu gt any time in order to advise you with regard to the recipe change-over.
“neatd you, in stite of our doubts, at present not be able to give an on the
inserticn of A-14 anc A-28, we are preparad to fill all orders up to tscenber

31, 1971 at your risk.

¥e hope that you will understand our action, and continue (as our customer).

with friendly greetings,

Degussz (Sauc.v borh //(r‘cS‘.')

Artachment: Summary of the Decision

X403895
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| FrankfurT MNoverter 29, 167!

SUMUA3Y OF THE TCXICILCTiTAL LITEATURE CM AS2ESTQS FIBER PRODUCTS

Befcre the rarket intrcduction cf egsbestos thickeners, in 1968 a technclogical

decisicn was made. Up to this time, it was known, as described in pamphlet 30/31
of *he accugational illness regulation, that ashbestos fibers can lead with suitably
stranz expcsure to pregressive lung fibresis (asbestosis), that lung carcer was
ovservad relatively frequently in corbination with ashestos znd that pleuraan-
cthelicme (cancer of the lungs) could occur. |If protective measuras were used, as

conveyad in

in pamphiet ZH 1/138, the danger appeared to be confined.

Yet after 1968 information was concdensed which led to the following new judgment:

Asbestos dust endangers not only the producer of asbestos products, where it is
doubted that the as yet ficticious TLY (Threshold Limit Value) is regarded as
reliable, but also can endanger the fabricator of asbestos products and even the

gopulation which lives in the neighborhood of the asbestos manufacturers and
fatricators.

Tre nes statistical investigations of Dr. Selikoff, New York, reported increascd
proportions of cases of mesothelicma 1in pecple who were exposed only a short Time
to relztively small emounts of asbestos flibers. Thus the suspiclon was consolidated

that esbestos fibers present not only a danger to the working place but also for
the enviraonrent.

¥ 403696
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