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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE WESTERN DISTRICT OF TEXAS 

a) AUSTIN DIVISION 

VERNON SCOTT AND BUFORD 

scott 

vs. CIVIL ACTION NO. 

JOHNS=-MANVILLE SALES _ A-81-CA-531 

CORPORATION , OWENS-CORNING 
FIBERGLAS CORPORATION AND 
PITTSBURGH CORNING 
CORPORATION >
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DEPOSITION OF: 

JAMES HENRY RAPP 

C & | Building 
1006 Main Street 

Houston. Texas 77 
(713) 280-201 

Esolenade Buliding 
1802 Groadway, Suite 206 
Gatveston, Texas 77550 

(713) 763-1245 

PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT 

UC-4825 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-4895: Deposition of James Henry Rapp, Union Carbide Texas City Insulation Supervi…
ACL Doc 19404 · Page 1 of 93

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/1

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/1


*
 
_
w
 

3
 
A
W
 

2
 

o
@
 

10 

id 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

38 

19 

20 

221 

22 

23 

a4 

25 

DEPOSITION AND ANSWERS of 

JAMES HENRY RAPP, called as a witness by the 

Plaintiffs, taken before Linda Cc. Baker, Certified 

Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of. Texas, 

taken at the offices of Union Carbide Corporation, 

Texas City, Texas, an the 22nd day of June, 1982, 

beginning at 1:15 p.m., pursuant to Notice and 

Subpoena issued herein, and the following 

agreement, stipulation, and waiver of Counsel. 

APPEARANCES 

Mr. James R. (Ron) Weddington, of the 

law firm of Messrs. Peiedman, Weddington, Hansen & 

Pisher, 812 San Antonio, Suite 515, Austin, Texas 

7O70l, appearing for the Plaintiffs, 
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Me. David M. Kendall, of the law 

fire of Messrs. Thompson & Knight, Two Wahrenberger 

House, 208 West Fourteenth Street, Austin, Texas” 

78701, appearing for the Defendant Johns-Manville 

Sales Corporation. 

Mr. Lee C. Clyburn, of the law firs 

of Messrs. Fulbright & Jaworski, American Bank 

Tower, Suite 1740, 221 West Sixth Street, Austin, 

Texas 78701, appearing for the Defendant 

Owens-Corning Fiberglas Corporation. 

Mr. Walter H. Mizell, of the law 

firm of Messrs. Brown, Maroney, Rose, Baker & 

Berber, 1300 American Bank Tower, Auatin, Texas 

78701, appearing for the Defendant Pittsburgh 

Carning Corporation. 

Mr. C. C. Gillespie, III, of the law). 

fire of Messrs. Flahive & Ogden, 505 West Twelfth 

Street, Austin, Texas 78701, appearing for the 

Intervenor, American Motorists Insurance Company. 

hoor 

v
i
e
w
 

. 

WORLDWIDE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
HOUSTON (713) 280-O015/GALVESTOW (713) 763-1245 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-4895: Deposition of James Henry Rapp, Union Carbide Texas City Insulation Supervi…
ACL Doc 19404 · Page 3 of 93

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/3

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/3


’ 
C
o
t
 

—
 

c
 

‘ 
s
 

1
)
 
o
w
)
 
o
m
 

r] 

a
 

e
e
 

. 

17 

w
 

o
 

w
~
 

[|
 
a
.
)
 

19 

ii 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

18 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

some portions of deposition) 

between Counsel for the respective parties hereto 

that the deposition of the witness named in the 

caption hereto may be taken eat this time and place 

before the officer named in the caption hereto, 

pursuant to Motice and Subpoena issued herein; and 

that said deposition, or any part thereof, when PY 

taken may be used on the trial of this case vith 

the same force and effect as if the witness vere 

pPeesent in court and testifying in person; 

Also Present: Mr. Joe Sula (During 

STIPULATION 

IT IS STIPULATED and agreed by and 
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shall be made avatiable to the witness for 

THAT the necessity for preserving 

ebjections at the time of taking is vaivea, and 

that any and all legal objections to this 

deposition, or any part thereof, may be urged at 

the time same is sought to be offered in evidence 

on the trial of this cause; except, however, that 

objections te the form of the questions must be 

made at the time of taking, or else such objections 

are specifically waived; 

THAT the original of this deposition 

| 

examination and signing before any Motary Public, 

and thereafter said witness shall return sane to 

the officer taking this deposition for filing with 

the Court. 
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PROCEEDIUNGS 

JAMES HENRY RAPP, 

was called as a witness and, after having first 

been duly sworn, testified as follows: 

BXAMINATION 

BY MR. WEDDINGTON: 

‘please? 

Q. Would you state your name for our record, 

A. Janes Heary Rapp. 

Q. And you understand, Mr. Rapp, that you 

have been called here under subpoena to testify by 

deposition in a case entitled Vernon Scott versus 

Johns-Manville, et al, which is now pending in the 

Austin District Pederal Court, and that this | 

testimony can be used at the time of trial, and 

it's under oath just as if you were in a court. Da 

you understand ali that? 

Ae ZI understand. 

Q. All right. How are you presently employed 

air? 

A. I'm supervisor of the maintenance 
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insulators here at Carbide. 

Qa. Okay. At Union Carbide? 

Ae. Right. 

Q. And we are taking this deposition: here in 

one of the offices of the Union Carbide Chemical 

Company in Texas City. Is that correct? 

A. That's correct. 

.Q. Did you know Vernon Scott? 

A. Yes, I knew him casually. 

Q. Okay. Well, did you all go inte each 

ether's homes or socialize? 

A. Wa. 

Q. Okay. When did you know him? 

A. Ob, © probably knew him froa the time I 

cane to here work in 1955 until he retired. 

Qe All right. Was he working here at that 

tine? | 

A. Yes. 

Qe In 1955, when you came to work, what was 

your job? 

Ae I worked in the maintenance Engineering 
BOS IIA 

Department as a clerk. vs 

Q. All right. Did you have anything to do 

with the activities out in the field, I suppose 

it's called? 

-WORLDOWIDE COURT REPORTERS, Cc. 
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A. 

belong to an industrial engineering group, and we 

Yeah, all over the plant. 

did studies of all the activities in the 

maintenance department and operations --°.. 

Qe 

aA. 

Q. 

A. 

sir. 

Q- 

A. 

Q- 

day-to-day activities of an instrument mechanic? 

A. 

All right. 

-__ over the whole plant. 

Wag Vernon Scott involved in maintenance? 

He was itn maintenance at that time; yes, 

Bo you remember exactly what he did? 

He was an instrument mechanic. 

Okay. Did.you become familiar with the 

Mot te a large extent. We did very few 

studies of Instrument work. 

Q. Okaye. Well, just from being around, were 

you familiar with what they did? 

A. . Yes. 

Okay. When you first came to work here, 

were you involved in insulation? 

A. 

We made studies of the insulation operations. 

Q. What did they consist of, when you say 

"gtudies*? ASSIS? ; 

A. Well, time and motion-type studies; 

Only through the studies that I mentioned. 

We made — [I 
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operations in the field and the fabricating shop, : 

when we finally got it going. ° ) 

QQ. Okay. What did the insulators do in the 

field? Just briefly describe their activities. 

A. Well, they would apply thermal Insulation 

to piping and equipment, hot and cold. 

Q. Were these people who were employed by 

Union Carbide? 

A. Yes. Also, we had a contract group that 

supplemented their activity. 

Q. Deo you remember the nase of the contract 

group? 

Ae Well, there have been several in haere. 

Industrial Insulators had a contract group. 

Q. Where are they -- 

Ae Out of Houston. And then Jobns-Manville 

had the maintenance contract for years. They were 

out of Houston. And that's all up toe the Vernon 

Scott that I can renenber. 

Qe. Okay. 

Ae There were others, PH Fm Ret familiar 

with thes. os 

Q. Well, now -— 

A. See, this is from '66 that I'm talking 

about the contractors, because I didn't have any 
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connection with them prior to that. 

Q. All right. So when you are talking about 

the outside people who had contracts, you are 

talking about a period from '68,; then, to. 77, Is 

that correct? 

A. That's what I'n referring to. 

Q- Qkay. Back in ‘55, when you were making 

time and motion studies of the insulators, were you 

aware of what products they were using? 

A. “Well, I don't know exactly what year we 

studied the insulators. I don't think it was that 

early. 

Yes, I was familiar with some of the 

Products that they had. 

Q. Well, can you name some of them that you 

remember seeing? 

Ae Well, we had the Johns-Manville materials 

and Owens-Corning types. 

A. And, of course, this Ruberoid thing. Lika 

I say, it was sporadic. Pabco, sane way. 

Q. All right. I£ you can, when you say 

*“Johns-Manville,® specifically do you remember the 

name of any type of product that was present? 

A. Well, not at that time. Mot until ‘68 did 
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I become real familiar with the trade names and 

that kind of thing. 

Q. Okay. Well, prior to 68, aid you see 

some of these manufacturers’ haces around the plant 

or how -- 

A. Yes; cartons and whatnot. 

Q. Cartons? All right. Well, did they have 

any identification on them as to what materiais tha 

products contained? Do you have any -— 

a. I don't recollect them having any 

identification —- identifying material names on it. 

Q. All right. When you say that the 

insulators would apply the insulation to the 

various pipes and things out in the field there, 

basically what does Owens-Corning do? What do they 

manufacture here? 

A. We, they manufacture pipe insulation, flat: 

block <= 

Q- Excuse me. Did <i say Owens-Corning? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I'm sorry. I meant, what does Union 

Carbide manufacture here? 4 O37, 
~ Us hw 

A. Chemicals and plastics. 

Q. Okay. See, the jury is not going to be 

aware of exactly what this -- I mean, we all drove, 

ee ee ee ey ee ee 
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past the plant as we came here today. 

A. Sure; right. 

Q. But if you can describe how this ts done 

at the Union Carbide plant <- ie 

A. I'm afraid I can't get into too such 

detail on that part of it, because I gon't know. 

Q. Well, I mean, in buildings OF cut in -the 

open air? 

A. Both. 

Q. Okay. And do the chenical manufacturing 

Processes involve bullding-up of heat? 

A. Sure. 

Q. And what types of vessels are used? How 

would you describe -- 

A. We have these fractionating columns. you 

have heaters and distillation stills; the whole bit. 

Qe Are these, some of then, very large in 

size? 
| 

A. Some cof them are good size. 

Q. When you say that, do you mean 1060 feet 

high, or 200, or what? 

A. Sure. We've got them up to 250 foct high. 

Q. Okay. Do all these columns require 

insulation from heat? 

he837% 
A. Ho. 
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Q. About what percentage of them do? Half or 

* more, or — 

A. Yes. I'd say about $0 percent. 

Qe. Do require -- 

A. —— some type of insulation. 

Qe ts fe mainly heat insulation or to keep 

cool? 

Ae Both. 

Q.- . So when you say “"both,* it would be both 

Q. ~~ of to keep things hot? 

A. Right. 

Q. Okay. As part of the ongoing 

manufacturing process, ere these columns ever torn 

down? 

A. Frequently. 

Q. Why do they need to do that? 

aA. Well, a lot of times, the sieve trays 

inaide the thing need to be removed. It's got -- 

it's messed up or plugged up. And they have to get 

in and replace them or clean them or -— 

Q. When you say that, are you saying -— 

A. Sieve trays. - ~ 

Q. B-L-e-v-e trays? 
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A. Right, the internal part of the column, 

Q. When it has to be replaced, does the 

column have te be torn down? . 

Ae Not always. srt depends on the type colunn. 

It's a sectional coluan. They can take it down in 

pieces and Femove them and take them out of a manway. 

Q. Take them out of a what? 

Ae A manvey. You have got a hole in that 

thing, and you can go in and get then out. 

Q. Ckay. When the columns are being torn 

down, does the insulation have to come off? 

A. Oh, yeah. 

Q. And what does that involve? 

A. Well, 1% usually involves removing enough 

{nsulation to where the fronworkers can get up 

there to use their wrenches to remove the bolts 

that bolt it together. 

Q. Is it torn off or cut off er what? When q 

say "Is it,* I's talking about — really, has the 

Process changed that much, as far as applying this 

insulation, since the 50's when you came to work? 

A. Mo, not a whole lot. ALUS37? 

Q. Okay. Well, then, generally, in asking 

these questions, I's talking about this entire 

period - . . 
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A. Sure. 

Q. ~~ of the 50's and "60's and 70's or Bo, 

even though I'm saying “"is,®* or using the present 

tense. i | 

Mow, does it involve just ripping the 

insulation off? . 

A. Well, you have a jacket on it, a weather 

protection == it could be either a mastic or could 

be a metal jacket == which has to be Femoved first. 

Then the inaulation is secured under that with 

banding materials, and these are cut, and the 

pieces of insulation are removed. 

Q. Is dust created when the insulation is cut 

A. Sure. 

Qe Chay. Mow, when the sieves or whatever 

ere replaced and the Columns are built up again or 

rereassenbled, do you put the old insulation back, 

or 7 
) 

A. Yes, sir. If it's Salvageable, ve reuse 

le. 

Q. Is there sometizes new insulation put on? 

A. Definitely. Ao3So7e. 

Q. Mow, does it come out of the box ready to | 

fit on to these columns, or does it have to be 

shaped? 
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A. It has to be shaped. 

Q. And where is that done? 

A. Mow or <= 

Q.- Well, when you first came to work here, 

where was that done?. 

A. Well, what they -- what we probably did 

before we had the fabricating shop is to buy the 

flat block -——- in the inatance of a column, it 

already had the edges beveled -= from our vendor, 

whoever that might be, out of Houston generally. 

They would do the beveling work on the block. 

Q. Gkay. Well, then, would it juste fit 

without any alteration on the colugn, or would you 

have to cut holes? 

A. You would have to cut holes to go around 

any protrusions or whatnot that might be in the way 

Q. And what was that done with? 

Ae Saw. ‘ oF aAa~ 
; pan Se FY 
ae UUs 

Qe A saw? 

Q. Keyhole saw, hand saw, knife, 

Q. When that was cut, was dust created? 

A. Sure. 

Q. Okay. And then when the fabrication shop 

was built, did they still have to do some cutting 

out on the site itself? 
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A. Sure. 

Q. And when the old insulation was -torn off 

was dust created? | 

A. Yes. 

Q. Back in the '50'’s and the ‘60's, were any 

precautions taken, as far as the breathing of this: 

dust, either by the insulators or by anybody else 

working around it? 

A. Well, I know in the "60's, many of these. 

people started wearing respirators of their own 

volition. TI mean, they weren't required to 

Qe Okay. 

A. Probably if fer no other reason than 

nuisance dust problea. 

Q. When you say “respirators,® were these 

mechanical devices er just a face mask or 

something? 

A. Pace mask type with a throw-eaway filter ine 

then. 

Q. Bid you ever wear one of those? 

A. Sure. 

Q. Did it do the job? I mean, did it keep 

oer o 

A. Sure; sure did. bude 
id 
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Q. Well, when insulation was being torn off 

or being reapplied or being cut and so forth, would 

other employees be in the area? Specifically, 

inatrument mechanics: Would they be in the area at 

the — 

Ae They could be. 

Ae Okay. And did they werk below where the 

insulation was being torn off? 

A. Possibly, yes. 

Q. All right. If an instrument mechanic was 

working below, or any employee was working below 

where this insulation was being installed back in 

the 50°s and *60's, would they have been in a 

position where they would breathe the dust — 

A. Sure. 

Q. -— fron it? Okay. Back in the ‘So's and 

‘60's, were any of these other employees given any 

type of respirators or masks to wear? ) 

A. Wot ts my recollection. 

Q. Do you recall any general warnings being 

posted = I say “general®; just warnings of any 

type -- around the plant here teliing people that 

if they are wocking eround where insulation is: 

being cut, to wear a mask?/0°5 >, , 
“Oo; 

A. Mo. 
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Q. Now <= 

MR. KENDALL: Excuse me. Are 9 
talking about a particular time here? - 

MR. WEDDINGTON: Well, said "1 
the 50's and '60°s,* 

THE WITNESS: And I said no. 
BY MR. WEDDINGTON: 

Tequired tc wear a mask? Everyone? 

Q. When ig the first tine that -— 

- A. Barly ‘70's, Probably. I don'te recall 

what year. 

Q. Okay. In the early °70's, then, who was 

A. ‘Well, nobody Fight away. 2 can't remenber 

when that went into effect. Probably ‘72, '73, 

maybe; somewheres in there. At the earliest, neg ’ 

Zt all probably stemmed frop ~~ we had a visit fro 
the Selikoff! group here in the plant back tn those 

days. 
, 

Q. Back in the @early °70'°s? 

A. Yes, back in there someplace. 
Qian’ 
Dene nem om Q. Okay. 

A. Of course, our Industrial Hygiene 

Departament was getting active about that time and 

tunning particle checks on various operations that 

we performed. Just where all this was in time, I 
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can't remember exactly. 

Q. Just sometine in the early '70's? 

A. Iowould gay ac, yes. , | 

Q. After the Selikof£ groap —~ and -who was 

the Selikaff -- 

Ae z don’t remezber who they were. Just 

several of thes. 

Q. All right. Well, I mean, were they 

dectors? 

A. Johns—-Manville had them in here, 

requesting that they come in and see our cperation. 

Q. All right. Were you told what they found, 

as far as the level of particles? | 

A. They didn't make any checks. 

Qe Okay. 

A. At that time. 

Q. All right. 

A. Just observed. 

qa. Were checks later sade? 

Ae Sure were. 

Q. When was that? 

A. It was right in that same tine period. 

can't remember exactly. 

Q. Who made the checks? 

AS33023 
A. Our =< 
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Q. Your own -=— 

A- Our Industrial Hygiene Department. 

Q. All right. Were you informed of what 

the — 

A. Sure was. 

Q. What was the situation? 

A. The levels of Guat, they let us know @xactly 

what the readings were on each one that they 

monitored. 

Q. Where were they monitoring? 

A. The only ones monitored at first was in 

source of dust on our Saws and that type of thing; 

band saws -— 

Q. Righe. . 

A. ~~ and table saws and that -= 

Qe. Did they later monitor out around the 

columns in the f£leld? 

A. Oh, yeah. Oh, yeah. It was an ongoing 

thing. Aoo3G4 

Q. Okay. When they first monitored arsund 

the columns out in the field there, what did they 

determine about the levels of dust? } 

A. I can't recall any bad readings back then, 

even when they weren't taking all the precautions 
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that we do now. 

Q- What precautions are taken now? : 

A. Well, we remove it. We don't apply any 

more ssbestos material, but removal is done 

according to OSHA Standards as set forth for the 

removal of asbestos. | 

Qa. Is there still asbestos insulation? 

A. Sure. 

Q.- What do you do when you remove {it now? 

What precautions? 

Ae You want all of it? 

Q. I'm not sure {££ I do down to the last 

detail, but I -- 

A. Well, to begin with, we have to barricade 

the area tnvolved; put up signs according to the 

OSHA Standards, stating that the material is 

hazardous to health and all that, so that if 

anybody is coming by they can see this. 

We suit the people out that's going to be | 

working with it with coveralis and with cloth hood 

over their head, and with some kind of foot 

Protection. It could be boots or whatever. They 

wear gloves, and they wear a special-type 

Freapirator that OSHA has approved. aAnd they get 

with it. Reddo 

WORLDWIDE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
BOUSTOM(713) 280-0015/GALVESTON (713) 763-1245 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-4895: Deposition of James Henry Rapp, Union Carbide Texas City Insulation Super…
ACL Doc 19404 · Page 22 of 93

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/22

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/22


4 
rs
 

7
 i
 

e
s
.
 
e
e
 e
e
:
 
B
l
 
a
e
 

e
s
 

Be
 
o
e
.
 

en
 
e
S
 

—
 i
}
 

i
s
 

bo
 

2)
 

10 

31 

12 

23 

i4€ 

is 

16 

i7 

i8 

19 

20 

21 

22 

23 

26 

25 

‘60's; the early °60's, about. 

24 

A. Ihave; but I mean, it didn't have any 

marking on it, per se. . . 

Q. All right. De you remember what it said 

on it even? 

A. Well, the word "Thermobestos," and seens 

like it haa @ temperature printed on it. You know, 

the temperature that the material was good for. 

And J-M; the letters on it. 

Q. How far back do you remenber Seeing those 

boxes? 

A. Well, I'd say -- guessing, about in the 

Qe Okay. Deo you remenber Seeing boxes marked 

Qwens-Corning? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What did they have written on then? 

A. More or less the same thing. 

Q- Well, I mean, they didn't have 

Thermobestes written on them. What did they — 

A. Wo; Kaylo. At that time there was two, 

Kaylo and Kaylo 20. Kaylo 20 was good for a higher 

te rature. holm an ape KUS3G?- 
Q. Did it have any warnings on {t? 

A. Mo. 

Q. Now, do you remenber seeing any boxes 
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marked efther Pittsburgh Corning or PPG? 

A. Wo; no. 

Q. All right. Do you know the nane of the 

asbestos product made by Pittsburgh Corning? 

A. Unibestos. | 

Q. ail right. Can you recognize that 

particular product? 

A. Sure. 

Q. What does it look like? I mean, can you « 

A. Well, it’s kind of == to me, it looks like 

it's made up in layers, rather than a solid forgs. 

Bue it's like you described earlier, kind of a 

grayish with maybe a green cast to ft. And it has 

long -~ the insulators call them thorns -- thorns 

in it, and they will stick you. 

Qa. Okay. You didn't see the boxes with the 

name on it? 

A. This is the old stuff, mostly. See, L 

mever did buy any or have anything to do with the 

new materials. 

Q- Well, when did you start doing the buying? 

A. "68. 

a 
t: 

Q. °687? Ckay. hy dvuy 

You say you have seen the old. How did 

you know that chat was Unibestos? 
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Ae Well, in talking abaut the insulators and’ 
i 

with the foreman that had py job at that time. 

Q. Okay. And who was that? 

A. Mr. Endicott. 

Q. Isa he atill alive? 

A. we. He died. 

Q. Did he maintain any records or invoices 

showing <- 

A. Very little. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I’ve got some stuff that he had in 1967. 

That's about as far back as it goes. 

Qe What other products, if any, have you seen 

boxes of or -— 

A. I have seen Ruberoid, Calsilite come in; 

sure. 

Q. Beg your pardon? 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did you see that, if you renmesber? 

A. Oh, I'd say the early ‘70's. f bought 

some, S80 I remember it. 

Q. Bo rh remenber who the manufacturer of 

that was? 

L
r
 

C.
, 

GC
? 

G
o
 

C
o
 

A. Ruberoid. 

Q- All right. That was -- 
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They called it Calsilite. 

Oh, Calsilite. Okay. Any others? 

Pabco. 

All right. And do you know who the 

manufacturer of that was? 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

Pibreboard Corporation. 

Any others? 

As far as containing asbestos, I can't 

recall any others that I could say for certain. 

They mentioned Eagle-Picher, but I doen't know that 

any of the materials had asbestos in then. 

Q. Well, were the other products marked on 

the box as having asbestos? 

A. 

Q. 

asbestos 

A. 

Qe 

with you 

A. 

Q- 

A. 

Q. 

sheets, 

that sho 

Not having asbestos, na. 

How did you know that they contained 
, . 

I’we still got the literature. 

All right. Did you bring some of that 

today? 

Moat the literature, no. KRUG BOR: 

Where would it be? 

In my office. 

Do you have some invoices or sign-out 

bills of lading, anything of that nature, 
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A. Yes. 

Q. Could we get those? I think this might ba 

&@ good time to look at those. OS 

MR. WEDDINGTON: Let's go off 
the record, 

(Discussion off the record.) 

MR. WEDDINGTON: Where were we 

before we stopped? Would you read back the last 

three or four questions and answers, please? 

(The requested testimony was 

Fead back by the reporter.) 

MR. WEDDINGTON: Okay. Let’s ga 
\ 

back on the record. 

BY MR. WEDDINGTON: 

Q. Mr. Rapp, have you brought with you a box 

ee full of various records or invoices? 05974 | 

A. Yes. 

Q. And what are these records? 

A. They are copies of purchases that were 

made on the dates shown. 

Q. All righe. And Starting about when? 
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Ae 1967. 

Q. Were these records kept by you in the 

‘ordinary course of business as supervisor of 

insulators here at Union Carbide? 

A. Yes. ) 

Qe All eight. Regarding the statements 

Etlled out on them, were they made at or about the 

time of the actual sale or delivery of these 

products? 

A. Correct. 

Q. All right. Did you sign in all these or 

£111 out any of the things on these particular 

requisitions or invoices? 

Ae No. 

Qe Bid you see them at the time? 

A. Yes. 

Q. All rigbe. Ana when they would come in, 

what did they accompany? ) 

Ae They accompanied the material as shown on 

ray 

the document. HSOSO7 

Qe. All right. And at that time, did you 

personally check to make sure the material listed 

on these {invoices -- 

A. Mot usually. There was a person from the 

Receiving Department that does that. 
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Q. All right. Was that at your office, or -- 

Ae It was out at our warehouse, righs. - 

Q- Okay. How would these invoices or these 
pieces of paper get to you? 

A. ‘These were a four-part or five-part fora. 

This copy would go to the requisitioner, and that's 

the one that we have here (indicating). 

Qe All right. Well, who is the Frequisitiones, 

then? 

A. Me, avo3gR 
Qa. And can you state, within your own 

personal knowledge, that generally these represent. 

products that ended up at the plant? 

A. Sure. 

Q. Mow, then, what were the names of the 

Products that were sent to the plant here that wera 

manufactured by Jobns-Manville? 

A. You have got — well, of some of the ones 

that = recall, there would be Thermobestos, which 

was the pipe end block insulation; and 352, which 

was a cement insulator. It's Marionite board. 

This was a board similar to Transite. 

And there was A-Cloth, which was asbestos 

cloth in @ roll; Flexstone; and Firetard jacketing, 

which wes siailar to a roofing felt that contained 
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asbestos fibers. 

Qe Okay. 
: 

MR. WEDDINGTON: Let me have End 
Court reporter mark this as Deposition Exhibit 1. 

(The instrument referred to 

by Counsel was marked for 

identification as Rapp 

Exhibit Mo. 1.) 

AUS 30a 
BY MR. WEDDINGTON: 

Q. Did this come out of your records? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And would you just briefly identify it? 

aA. Well, it's a copy of a purchase order that 

went through our Purchasing Department. It was not 

one of these four-part releases we discussed. And 

it was to Thorpe Products, and {t was for 

Johns-Manville Thermobestas Pipe insulation and 

flat block. 

Q. All right. I notice that {t has delivered 

to Building Mumber 216 written in hand on it. 

A. Right. 

Q. Whet was 216? 

A. 216 is the building that houses the 

LVL ee ee me eee ee ee 
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insulation fabricating shop and my office. 
Q. Do you recognize that handwriting? 

A. No. ) 

Q. Was it by some employee of Unton Carbidey 
A. Right. 

Q. And was it put on there on or about the 

time that it was delivered? 

A. that’s correct. 

Q. And was that done in the Ordinary course 

of business? 

>
 

¢ Cc
. 

C
o
 

C
a
 

aA. Yes. 

Qa. Okay. 

MR. KENDALL: Does that have a 

date on it? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, It's March 

24th, °80 == °70, I mean. I beg your pardon. 

BY MR. WEDDIMGTON: 

Q. 1970? Okay. 

Wow, what products dia Owens-Corning makej 

A. Well, for the most part, we bought the 

Pipe and block insulation manufactured by 

Owens-Corning called Kaylo and Kaylo 20. 

Q. Okay. 

MR. WEDDINGTON: Let's mark 

these as exhibits. 
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(The instruments referred to 

by Counsel were marked for 

identification as Rapp 

Bxhibit Mo. 2.) 

BY MR. WEDDINGTON: 

Q. All right. We have marked these two pages 

as Exhibit 2. And what's the date on them? 

A. Okay. The date is June the 19th, "68, 

Q. On one; and the other one? 

Ae The other one was the 26th -— 25th of '68,! 

Q. June 25th of '687 

Ae Right, ubehuh. 

Q. And what do they represent? 

Ae These are both four-part releases from 

Industrial Insulators covering purchase of Kaylo 1a 

Pipe insulation and Kaylo 10 block insulation. 

Qe. And were thoae made in the ordinary neural 

of business? ) ) 

Ae Yes, 

Q. And by someone who was Personally aware of 

the facts? 

A. The facts of what? 

Q. Well, the facts as indicated; for instance, 
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that the cartons of Kaylo were ordered and so fortil. 

A. Yes. . ) 

Q. All right. Mow, are there other papers in 

your records here referring to Raylo? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And are there other papers referring to 

Thermobestos or other Johns-Manville products? 

A. Yes. 

Q. So these aren't the only two records 

concerning those? 

Ae Moe 

Q@. All right. 

AR. WEDDINGTON: Let's mark 

these as Exhibit Mumber 3. 
A'S ye 
~~ IIS 

(The instruments referred to 

by Counsel were marked for 

identification as Rapp 

BSxzhibit Mo. 3.) 

BY MR. WEDDINGTON: 

Qe All right. What are the dates on these 

that we've marked as Exhibit Mumber 3? 

A. We've got one that's ea four-part release 

dated April 17, 1970. 
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Q. And the other? : . 
A- And the other is a four-part release dated 

April 2lst, ‘71. . 

Q- All right. And to what products do they 
refer? 

Ae Well, actually, there's two Products on 

each of them. Are you interested in both of then? 

Q. Well, one is Kaylo. But what's the other? 

a. The other product is Unibestos, which is 

a-- in this instance, it was Pipe insulation 

manufactured by Pittsburgh Corning. 

Q. Okay. And were these docuzents kept in 

the regular course of business for Union Carbide? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And was this information filled out at or 

Rear the tine of the purchase or the delivery by 

somebody who was personally aware of the facts? 

Ae Right. 

Q. Mow, the rest of these, I's just going to 

have her mark as a group, which will be Exhibit 

, Wumber 4. Boo soe 

(The instruments referred to 

by Counsel were marked for 

identification as Rapp 
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Exhibit Wo. 4.) 

BY MR. WEDDINGTON: 

Qe All right. Wow, let's see. We've gotten 

other pages of records here that we've marked as 

Exhibit Mumber 4. And if you would, just tell us 

which products they refer to. 

Ae Okay. The first one here refers to 

Benjasin-Foster adhesive called 81-27 Pibrous 

Adhesive. 

Q. Did that contain asbestos? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And Benjamin-Foster was the manufacturer? 

A. Right. 

Q. And the next one then? 

A. Then we had — this refers to two 

idd-pound bags of Keene cenent, which was an 

insulating cement. I do not know whether it 

contained asbestos, because it doesn't have any 

identification as to which one it was. 

Q. All cight. The next one? 

A. That one covers CareyTemp pipe insulation, 

which is a Philip Carey product. ft didn't contatn 

asbestos. Te my 

Q. It did not? 
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A. Mo. 

And then you have Kaylo 10 AF, which means 

asbestos-free. ) 

Q- Did you find any other asbestos-tree pipe 

covering, other than that? 

A. Some from Pabco, whien had NA, or non- 

asbestos. 

Q. But this is the one only one fron Kaylo? 

A. That's the only one I could find. 

Q. And the date of that? 

A. September 25th, 1972. 

Then we have got Calsilite pipe covering, 

wonich is a product sanufactured by Ruberoid Company 

GQ. Okay. onan 

A. Same thing for the next one. 

A. Then we've got one with Philip Carey, pipe 

cover; and Pabco Caltemp pipe insulation. Carey 

Gidn’t have the asbestos, and I can't tell you for 

Bure whether this Pabco in 1973 — which {fs the 

date on this release -- contained asbestos. 

Q. Okay. The next one? 

A. Okay. This is Pabco flat block and Philip 

Carey block insulation. The flat block possibly 
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had asbestos. This was 1972. CareyTemp did not. 

Q. All right. 

A. And we've got some Eagle-Picher One-Cote 

cement. According to their literature, you can't 

tell whether it did or didn't contain asbestos. 

Ana also on here is CareyTemp pipe 

insulation, not asbestos; and soze Foanglas pipe 

cover, which is non-asbestos. ‘This was in ‘73. 

Qc. All right. 

A. We've got an Eagle-Picher six-pound- 

density felt with one-inch hex mesh on one side. 

This doesn't contain asbestos. 

The last one is Armstrong 520 adhesive, 

which is a contact cement. There is no asbestos 

that one. 

MR. WEDDINGTON: Go ahead and 

tf b ° fpose o 
merk these as Mumber 5 AC54G) 

(The instruments referred to 

By Counsel were marked for 

identification as Rapp 

Exhibit Wo. 5.) 

BY AR. WEDDINGTON: 

Q. All right. We've marked these other two 

in 
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pages as Exhibit Number 5, and there are sone — 

A. Well, the release form shows these 

products to be Kaylo 10 block {nsulation, and then 

there's one item of pipe insulation on here. But | 

then the “Kaylo 10° its circled and "Pyrocal® 

weitten down below. At this point, I can't 

remember what this meant exactly, except that the 

vendor probably substituteed sone Baterial for the! 

Kaylo. 

or Is the Pyrocal written in your handwriting 

A. That's mine. 

Q.- Is Pyrocal a type of insulation? 

A. I don’t know. ££ can'e cenenter. 

Q. All right.j Wow, do these invwetces or 

these release forms or whatever -- these pieces of 

paper that refer to different types of insulation 

products == are they representative of the quantity 

was present back in the S0*s and the ‘60's and the 

"70's, or -— 

A. That's changed periodically. 

Q- Okay. Well, im other words, if -- 

A. If i had known who got the contract as wa | 

what type of -- or not the type, but whose brand ne 

got -— 

WORLDWIDE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 
HOUSTOM(713) 280-0015/GALVESTON( 713) 763-1245 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-4895: Deposition of James Henry Rapp, Union Carbide Texas City Insulation Super…
ACL Doc 19404 · Page 38 of 93

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/38

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/38


e
 
+
,
 
e
e
 

e
e
 

a
e
 
f
m
 
R
y
 
e
y
 

—
_
—
 
o
e
 

S
E
 
O
T
T
 

~
 

i 
A
.
 L
o
 

'. 
e
e
 ©

 a
e
 ©
 

-
 
&
 

-
 

2
 
»
 

o
w
 

13 

i4 

is 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22) 

23 

24 

25 

‘Some of these columns before the colunns would have 

40 

Q. Well, what I'n saying is if there were 

five of the release forms from one manufacturer and 

only one from another manufacturer, would that 

necessarily indicate that there were five times as 

many -- | ) 

A. Sure; pretty much representative over the 

period. 

Q. Ag to prior to °68, do you Rave any idea 

what the ratio would be, as far as manufacturers? 

Q. How lang would the insulation stay up on 

to be torn down? 

A. Well, there's some cf them that still nave 

some of the original insulation on then. 

Qe Okay. Well, were some of the Ccolugns torn 

down, say, every five years or every two years? 

A. Sure, some of then. 

Q. Would ie be likely that insulation could 

have been sold or installed back in "48 or ‘49, and 

then 10 years later torn off? 

A. Yes. 

Q. 20 years later torn off? 

A. Yes. 

Qa. Okay. And any nusber that T might choose 
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i 
[b 2 in between? 

i" 2 A. Right, from ‘41. 

-- 3 QQ. Any time on? 

b 4 Aw Right. 

E 5 Q. All right. You said that Johns-Manville 

- 6 at one point had @ contract to supply insulation? 

i 7 A. No. They had a labor contract only. . 

F 8 Q. Did they put up their own materials or 

- 9 other people's? 

E 10 A. Mo. We bought the material, and they 

E il installed whatever we supplied thes. 

: 12 Q. When was that, or when -— 

[. 13 A. Well, I can't recall exactly the year they 

a 14 first came in here. Probably about "69, I guess. 

- 15 And then I suppose they had that contract through ‘'/79 

ke 16 Q. Okay. 

C ‘17 A. 10 years, anyway. 

_. r. 18 Q. During the time from ‘68 until '73 or so, 

4 oO 19 when you stopped using asbestos insulation, did you 

E S20 receive any literature from any of these 

- 21 manufacturers warning you about dangers fron 

k 22 breathing asbestos dust? 

[ 23 A. Mot from the manufacturers. 

~ 24 Q. Did any of their sales representatives or 

. 25 factory representatives or whatever m- anybody that 
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from some of these vendors. But I'm not positive 

- 25 

tot ir: 1 1 

Claimed to be from any of these manufacturers that 

we have mentioned -—- ever come around and give you | 

any warnings orally? 

A. No. 

Q. How about the distributors? Did they send 

you anything, er-—- 

A. Not really. 

Q. Well, you say, "Not really.* That, to a 

lawyer, picks up Als ears. What -<- 

A. Iocan’te be for certain. There could have! 

been some literature, say, around 1972 or °73 come 

about this. I got a whole bunch of junk about that 

time from several directions. 

Q. Well, did any of the distributors or 

vendors compe in and talk to you about instituting 

any kind of safety precautions, such as wearing — 

A. Mo. 

Q. —~— such as wearing these suits? 

A. Mo. 

Q. Did any of them tell you or write you 

telling you to let you know that you and the men 

should wear respirators? 

A. Mo. 

Q. Ckay. 

= oe ee 
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43 

MR. WEDDINGTON: I'm going to ga 

ahead and pass the witness. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

MR. WEDDINGTON: I*11 pass to 

Mr. Gillespie, who has some questions. 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. GILLESPIE: 

Q. Mr. Rapp, I just have a couple of 

questions for you before I pags you on to another 

attorney for more questioning. 

Just so that the jury who might end up 

heering this case will have an idea of what the 

Union Carbide operation involves here in Texas City, 

how many insulators do you have under your 

supervision and control out here at the present 

tine? 

A. 2s. 

Q. 287 And these 28 people ——' 

A. Plus three contractors, 

Q. Okay. ‘Mow, 28 are then full-time Union 
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44 

Carbide employees who do nothing but install and 

A. Right. 

Q. And then you said you had three-. 

contractors who are also under your supervision? 

A. vee. | 

a. And these contractors are who at the. 

present tine? 

A. Tellepsen Construction Company. 

Q. Okay. And they have 4 number of employees 

that they bring out here also? 

A. Other crafts. 

Qe Oh, other crafts? 

A. Right. 

Q. As far as full-tise insulators go, 

epproximately how many full-time insulators do you 

have working at your plant pretty much on a gally 

bauis? . 

A. Well, at the present time, IF have 31 total. 

Q. Did you have a similar number back in 1964 

when you took over this phase of the operation out 

here? 

A. Probably about that, yeah. 

Qe So this number of insulators, full-tine 

insulators, would be basically constant over — 
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A. You say °full-time." You are talking 

about a combination of the contract and the Carbide 

folks? 

Q. Yes. 

Ae Because, you see, the contract is 

texporary, really. | 

Q. How about as far as the Union Carbide 

folks go? 

A. It’s pretty much stayed the same. It's 

probably gone up to 37 possibly, and it's down to 

about as low as it's been right now. 

Q- Okay. I was wanting to get a couple of 

other things clarified also. Wow, a couple ef 

times during the course of your deposition, the 

Pabricatian Department has been brought up. And 

when was the Pabrication Department set up here at 

Union Carbide? 

A. I'm not sure what year that was, because q 

wasn't involved in it at that time. It was there 

when I came in *68. 

Q.- So it was before °687 

A. Oh, yeah. 

Q. Do you have any idea? Was it a few years 

before? 

aA. TI*d say maybe around 1969 or -— I pean '59 
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‘Concerned some of these precautionary procedures 

- 46 

or ‘60, approximately. 

Q. Okay. And was that Fabrication Department 

used strictly by the insulators, or is it used by 

other departments also? , | 

A. Insulators. 

Qa. Ané the Fabrication Department, just for 

Clarification purposes, is just for working with 

some of the insulating products before it fs 

actually installed on the pipes. Is that correct? 

Ae Right. 

Q- Okay. And another question I had 

that are now being utilized by Union Carbide. fn 

particular, you had mentioned how during the couras 

of removal of the asbestos or the insulating 

Products from eround the Pipes that a barricaded 

area would be set up to -— 

A. This is only done with asbestos. 

Q. It’s anly done with asbestos Products? 

A. Right. 

Q. But you were talking sbout the procedure 

involved, as far as barricading the areas, and 

warning signs, and having Fespirators and special 

suits, gloves and boots, wetting down the 

insulation before you started Cutting en it, 
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bagging the insulation and placing warnings on the 

bags. Approximately when were those procedures 

instituted? ) a 

Ae We probably started — ‘like z say, we 

didn’t get into it full scale right away; but right 

shortly sfter '73, I think. 

Q. Okey. <= think I°vwe got ancther question 

aiso. There was an outfit that has been referred 

to a couple of times in your deposition, referred 

to as the Selikofft group. ) 

A. Uh=-buh. 

Q. And what is the nature of that group of 

people? 

A. Well, he’s done extensive studies on 

azbestos workers all over the country in trying 

to -— I don't know what exactly ke's trying to do, 

but he's out of the Mount Sinai Hospital is where 

he's located. . 

Q. Okay. And they came to the Union Carbide 

Plant here in Texas City -~- am I also right in 

thinking this -—- somewhere around the early part oft 

the ‘70's? 

A. I think so; rfight. 

on 

Q. And these procedures that Union Carbide is 
: ; 

taking bave been as a result of the work that they 
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have done here in the Unton Carbide plant with the 

health departzent? 

A. Mo. They were instrumental, I's sure, in 

getting the OSHA Standard where it is, and that's 

the only connection they have had with what we do. 

Q. Okay. Then who was it that instituted tha 

Standards out here? Was that — 

A. By our Industrial Hygiene Departaent. 

Qe Of Union Carbide? 

A. Right. 

Q. Okay. 

MR. GILLESPIE: Pass the witness. 

EXAMINATION 

BY MR. KEMDALL: 

Q. I’m David Kendall, Ar. Rapp, and I 

represent Johns-Manville. I hope r Con't repeat 

too much of what's been said, but I may. 

What is your educational background? How 

far aid you go in school? 

A. High school. 

Q. And when did you complete high achool? 

A. "42. 
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49 

Q. What did you do after that? 

A. Service. I came out after that and worke 

for a commercial refrigeration and air. conditionin 

company for seven and a half years. Then. x went ta 

work as a Construction inspector for three years on ’ 
Py 

@ housing project. 

Q. A housing project? For whoa were you 

working as an inspector? 

A. Por. architects, actually, who were 

employed by the Galveston Bousing Authority. 

Q. Whatever engineering background and 

A. Correct. ‘ 

Q. And when you first cane to Union Carbide, 

you came a8 aclerk in the Engineering Department? 

A. Right. 

Qe And then did you work up in that position? 

IT assume you weren't a clerk ane day and a 

Superintendent of Maintenance the next. 

A. Almost that way. 

Q. It was? What sort of Jobs did you have 

from *55 to '68?2 

A. I worked for 12 years at this job that IZ 

talked about earlier in the Industrial Engineering 

Department, making studies and all this good stuff. 
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‘thought I saw a door that said “Safety,” or 

And just briefly I got out inte the 

Contract Work Section; inspected work fer then for 

about six months, I guess. 

Q. During that period of time, what was Unien 

Carbide manufacturing? 

A. Chemicals and plastics. 

Q. As a manufacturer of chemicals, I gather 

it must have a large number of chemists and people 

of that sort on its payroll. 

A. Sure. 

Q. Does the building we're in now -- I 

something like that. 

A. Ghehuh. 

Q. Did it then have a Bafety Department? 

Yes, it always has. 

Q. Ts that what's called Industrial Hygiene, 

or is that something else? / 

A. Mow That's separate. 

Q. That's separate? 

Ae Yes. 

' Qe What is Bafety concerned with? 

RK. Safety is concerned with the day-to-day 

problems, seeing that the procedures are written or 

carried out, inspecting the job for safe practices,: 
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giving the proper instruction to the people that 

actually have to do the work; this type of thing. 

Qe What does Industrial Bygiene have to do. 

with. — ) 

a. They establish the policies and everything 

as to how we're going to perfora a job, and the 

necessary precautions we need to take for our own 

personal health, et cetera, considerations. 

Q. I would imagine in a chemical plant there 

are @ lot of cheasicals to which an exployee is 

exposed which can be hazardous to then. Is that 

A. True, 

°Q. Zs that true at Union Carbide? 

A. True. 

Q. Back in the 50's? 

A. True. 

Qe And @id they have a department that was 

concerned with looking into that? 

A. Mothing Iike it {is today, if it was 

available at all. I don't know. 

Q. De you know whether in the 50's Or early 

1960 they had any doctors or people on the staff 

who tried to keep abreast of Current developments 

in science and medicine and so forth? 
AGSA4LS-A 
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A-. OB, yes. They have always had a elactieg 
physician since I've been here. . . 

Q. With that sort of responsibility? 

A. Yes, actually. | 

Q. Do you recall who that May have been over 

the years, er = | 

A. Well, there’s been several. I think thera 

was a Dr. Durnell here. 

THE WITMESS: Wasn't there, Joe? 

Was that bis name? ~ 

AR. SULA: (Indicating yes:) 

THE WITNESS: That was before ny 

time. Who was that cat that followed hin? 

BY MR. KENDALL: 

Q. Can you recall who it was in @early 19607 

A. That's who I’m trying to think of. 

THE WITNESS: What was his nase? 

AR. SULA: Durnell and Joyner. 

BY MR. KENDALL: . 

Q. Joyner? Dr. Joyner? 

A. Joyner; right. ALO4 14 

Q. ts he still around? 

aA. Mo. 

Q. Ts he dead or still living? 

A. Seeus like he's still living. Seems like 
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he went to Colorado or something. 

MR. SULA: He's Corporate 

Medical Director for Shell O11 Company. 

MR. KENDALL: And where is that 

located? — 

AR. SULA: Houston, Texas. 

MR. KEWDALL: Houston. While wd 
have you going, what is his first name? Do you 

MR. SULA: Dr. Roy £. Joyner. 

AR. WEDDINGTON: All right. We 

might identify that that's Mr. Sula. 

BY MR. KENDALL: 

Q. AlL right. Did they from tine to tine 

come out with directives about Produces which were 

being manufactured in the plant? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Warnings about — 

A. Yes. 

Q. -—- exposure? 

a. Right, end outside the Plant. 

Q- And outside? Did Union Carbide, in the 

early °60's, manufacture any vinyl chloride? 

Ae Yeah. 

Q. They did? 

——_—— — — — —_, 
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54 

A. ) Sure. 

Q. And that was a very dangerous one, was Lt 

not; exposure to it? 

A. We didn't realize it at the time. Just 

like the asbestos, I suppose. 

Q. When did you first realize that there was 

any danger at all involved in working with asbestoa? 

A. The early ‘70's. 

Q. That was your first knowledge? 

A. Right. 

Q. Mobody in your corporate setup, your 

Industrial Hygiene, or Dr. Joyner or anybody else 

ever cane down to you and said, "Hey, they're 

Ciscovering all sorts of things about asbestos"? 

A. No. 

‘e. Mow, while we're on that subject, you just 

toward the end of Ar. Weddington's questioning of 

you said that you had never received any word froa 

the manufacturers; any caution. Did you have 

direct contact with the manufacturers? 

A. Mot really. I've met some of the 

manufacturer reps fros time to time, but it was 

through the distributor or the vendor. 

Q. And did you yourself have contact with tha 
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with the 

Coupany, 

A. 

sane tine 

contacts 

Q. . 

with the 

-COMmanG? 

A. 

guess; th 

Q. 

Q. 

Q. 

A. 

q. 

A. 

that’s ga 

called th 

called a 

the Plant 

Q. 

vendors on the level that if they Were going to 

give Union Carbide notice of something having to doa 

to somebody elise in the corporation? 

APM, and he has a boss called Damon Engle, who is 

55 

Products that were being sold to ‘the 

that they would have told you, as opposed 

I would have probably known about it the 

as anybody else, considering some of the 

that I had. 

In the ‘60's, after you started working 

insulation directly, what was the chain of 

Who did you work under? 

Well, I was the end of the toten Pole, I. 

@ bottom of the totem pole. I had —< 

What do you mean exactly? | 

Well, I had uapteen bosses. 

You were what? Supervisor of Maintenance? 

I was a first-line supervisor. 

And then who would you report to? 

Then I'we got a second-line Supervisor 

lled a superintendent. He has a boss 

e Gepartuent head, and he's got a boss 

superintendent, and he has a boss called 

Manager. So {it goes. 

So there are several steps Op above you ir 
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the hierarchy. And is it possible -- what I's 

asking you -—— if a manufacturer wanted to 

Communicate something to Union Carbide about a 

product, that it would Communicate it, say, to the 

Plant Manager er = 

A. It’s been done. > 

Q. And whether it filtered on down to you or 

net, you don't know? 

Ae That's right. fF wouldn't think that would 

be the usual way of communicating; but, as I say, 

it's been done. 

Q. From whom in the '60'g and, say,. the early 

*70's did Union Carbide purchase Johns-Manville 

Products? I think the one invoice ve have is 

Thorpe. Js that right? 

A. Thorpe; right. Thorpe Products. 

Q. Where are they located? 

A. Out of Mouston. 

Q. As far as you know, they are completely 

independent? They are an independent dealer, are 

they not? 

aA. Right. Some of the other vendors, though, 

would sell Johns-Manville Products, 

Q. A lot of people sell their products? 

A. Right. 
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Q. But when you ordered it, you would order 

it probably from Thorpe or from one of those others 

and you wouldn't write to New York City or to | 

Denver and order it from the headquarters?. 

A. Mo, buh-uh. 

Q. And after you ordered it, aid Union 

Carbide stockpile things like Phermobestos? 

A. I can't recall ther really stockpiling 

Thermobestos at any time since I've been in it. 

a. Did they have any sort of 3s warehouse or 

atorehouse <-- 

A. Yes. 

Q. -—- where they kept these products? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Located on this —— 

A. Yes. 

Q. -—- property here? 

A. Right. 

Q. What Duilding number is that? Do you know 

that? | 

A. That happens to be the same building that 

I'ma in, 216, right now. 

Q. Who, if you can recall, back at the tine 

in '68 when you became directly involved with 

inaulation, was in charge of the Storing and 
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whatever of asbestos insulation? 

THE WITNESS: “Je Be. Schmidt? 7 

that right, Joe? Who was it? 

A. J. B. Schmidt, I think it vas. “I. beleve 

Je B. Schaidt had the storeroom operation. 

BY MR. KENDALL: 

Q. Is he still with the company? 

A. Mo. SRe's retired. 

Q. Do you know where he is? - 

A. He lives in Galveston. 

Q. He lives in Galveston? 

Ae Yes. 

Q. Ane it's J. B. Schmidt? 

A. J. B. Schmidt. 

Q. Is that a large or small operation? 

A. It's @ pretty fair-size operation. 

Q. And if you needed something for a 

particular job today - 

Ae Bot so much the insulation part of it 

isn’t too big. But I mean overall. 

Q. But if an insulator was working on a tower 

or a piece of equipment and he needed sone 

Thermobestos pipe covering of a certain size, he 

wouldn't have to wait until you wrote to a supplier 

A. Mo. 

| 
{ 

i 

i 
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59 f . 

| ll Q. He would go to the storehouse and get it 

| 2 or send someone to get it? , 

3 aA. Right. That's right. 

L 4 Q. Prior to the early 1970's, when you say 

E 5 you first learned that asbestos could be harmful, 

6 was Unien Carbide doing anything that you could ser 

E 7 or thet you Were aware of to protect its @nployees ! 

f a from inhaling asbestos dust? 

§ ) A. Mot asbestos, per se, no. 

E 10 Q. Or dust? 

F il A. Dust, yes. 

12 . Q. And to protect its insulators =. 

{ 13 Ae Zt wasn't what you would call a mandatory 

i 14 thing, but they were provided with Feapliration 

- i 15 equipment. 

t e 16 q. But what were the men told about wearing 

c ~ yy 1? 

- 18 A. Mot really a whole lot. f mean, it was uf 

[ 19 to their awn discretion or whatever. 

£ 20 Qa. Do you know who manufactured the masks? 

23 A. We had several kinds. American Optical; 

£ 22 let's see. 

i 24 THE WITNESS: What's that other 
cr 24 one, Joe, thet was prevalent? 

25) A. (Continuing) MSA. 
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measuring -= 

A. They weren't measuring anything. They 

were just observing. ) ) ) 

Q. Observing? 

A. That's all.’ 

Q. xine they were primarily interested in your 

shop, I think you said? 

A. Right. 

Q. What sort of protective equipment or 

devices did Union Carbide have in their shop in the 
early 1970's? ) 

A. Well, ever since that shop's been where it 

is today, it's had a dust collection Ssysten that 

was connected with each Pplece of equipment there, 

cutting equipment, plus the face that the -— like 2 

say, the respirators were made available to those 

that cared to use them is about what tt boiled down 

to. 

q. XY think you have indicated before, I ovens, 

that even with this dust-collecting systen, that 

was still the dustiest place that your men would 

work? 

A. Right, since {if was enclosed. 

Q. After the OSHA people cane around, did 

they change the dust-collecting equipment in any 
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way? 

A. Mo. We've had real good readings down 

there from the Industrial Hygiene departaent 

There wasn't any reason to change it. 

Q. When @id they start making readings? 

Ae Right about that same tine. 

Q. Did they ever tell you that there was a 

threshold limit value to which a man could safely 

be exposed in the -— 

Ae X don't bDelleve anybedy knows what's safe; 

that they have ever established that's safe. ) 

Q. Without agreeing with you or disagreeing 

with you, did they ever tell you in the early 

2970's - 

A. Yeah. . 

qg. They did? 

A. Right. They told us what OSHA said: how 

many parts per million, whatever it was; so many 

Centimeters, fibers so long, and and all that. 

Q. . And if you inhaled less than that, yes 

were okay? 

A. They were inclined to believe that way. 

Ie was a time-weighted thing. 

Q. And you said that Johns-Nanville was 

instrumental in getting Selikoff ~. 
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Ae ‘Yes. . : 

Q. =~ to come in? Do you know why ‘that was? 

A. We, not really, except for the fact that 

they were probably working pretty close with him in 

trying to do something about this asbestos problem 

that came about. _ 

Q. They were working with him in trying to 

iaprove the problem, whatever it was? 

A. Right. 

Q- And did they have a direct connection with 

your shop at that tine? | 

A. Yes. <At that time, I recall that we were 

Going business with Johns-Manville Sales 

Corporation. I remember that. I can't remember to 

what degree. 

Q. On a contract, you mean? 

A. Yeah, I bellewe it was. I'm not certain. 

But a man by the name of Claude Poster was with 

them at that time. 

Qe Clark Poster? 

Ae Claude Foster. I knew him pergonaliy, and 

he’s the one that asked me if we could get these 

People into the plant. 

Q. Was he out of Houston o¢ q-= 

A. Yes. Actually, we did have a -= it was @ 
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‘BY AR. MIZELL: 

| | | 

64 

labor contract we had with them. That's how it | 

worked. . 

Q. Do you have any lung problems as 2 result 

of breathing asbestos? , i 

A. Haven't got it yet. 

Q. Have you been exzanined periodically? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Does Union Carbide require that now of 

your people? 

A. Definitely. 

Q@. And so far no one has found any probles 

with you? \ 

A. Mot with ge. 

MAR. KENDALL: I have no other 

questions. 

AR. MIZELL: T'll go next, then. 

BXAMINATION 

Q. Sir, my name is Walter mizell, and I 

represent Pittsburgh Corning, one of the defendants 

in the lawsuit. 

A. Right. 
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Q. Pirst of all, I'd like to get an idea of 

the size of the operation here so the jury can 

understand what kind of a place this is. How many 

acres does the Union Carbide plant here cover, Lf 

you know? ~ 
4 . 

don't really know. . Ae r 

Q. Give me an estimate, if you don't mind. 

A. It's about a aile long and half a alle 

wide, I guess. 

Q. Somewhat over 200 acres, 300 acres? 

Ae I suppose. ; 

Q. Half of a section? 

A. Half a section, yes. 

Q. Okay. And about how many people are 

esployed here? 

Ae About 2300, ZI guess. 

Qe 2300 hundred right now? Have that many 

been employes over the last 10 years or so? ) 

A. At least. 

Q. At some times, have there been more than 

that? 

A. Yes. 

Q. What's the highest you have ever known it 

to be? 

A. 2600. 
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Q. When 

A. Pive 

qd. Pive 

A. Yeah. 

66 

was that? 

or six years ago. . 

or six? 

Q. You need to ' speak UP. T've got this thi 

coming right ° ut above my ears, 

A. That's bad news. 

Q-. About how much in an average year would 

the company spend at this Plant for aesbestos 

products, when they were buying asbestos Products? 

A. T haven't the foggiest idea. 

Q. Well, 

years when you 

A. That’ 

££ you looked back through these 

have got these — 

s just a@ portion of what was bought. 

There's all kinds of other Products in there 

besides asbest os Products. 

If 2 was going to guess -—- it would be a 

guess -- 60 pe recent, 65 percent, maybe. 

Q. Gf the products that show up in these 

files are esbestos products? 

A. Maybe 

Q. Okay. 

of an educated 

A. Yeah. 

Q. -- on 

60 percent. 

And again, I'd juste like some sort 

estinste -— 

your part as to Beow much that would 
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translate inte in dollars, 

A. I don't know. yf Gidn't start keeping 
those kinds of records until after the asbestos 
era. 

Q. How much do they spend Per month on 
insulation products? 

A. Spend over a million dollars a year an 
materials. 

Q. On insulation materials? 

A. Right. 

Q. _Weuld you think it would have been in that 
Same ballpark? 

A. Mo. 

Q. Less then that, or sore? 

A. . Less. 

Q. Half? 

A. Possibly. 

Q. Half a ailiion dollars a Year would be a 
Fough estimate —— 

A. Rough. 

Q. -—= in the Period of 1967 ty "75? 

A. TFeah. 

Q. And of that hal? million Collars, 
Something more than half of that would be Spent on 
esbestos Products? 
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A. I'd say so. 

Q. Okay. 

A- Wow, I have no idea {£ that's right or 
Wrong. I'm strictly guessing. - 

Qe But your guess is based upon your 

recollection and your knowledge of the buying 

Practices. Right? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. And without going back through these 

records, that's about as Close as you would want ¢ 
venture today? 

| 

Ae I sure wouldn't want to venture any 

farther than that. | 

Q. All right, sir. 

Ae I think, based on the records that I keep 
at the current time, I could go back and tell you : 
lot closer than that. 

Q. You think you could? 

A. Yeah. 

Q. Bow long wauld it take you te do that? 

Ae It would take me a while to do that. 
Q- Just for some representative year, any 

year you wanted to pick? 

A. Oh, ZT could Probably do it by tomorrow 

morning sometine. 
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Q. Would it take you more than an hour or 0? 

A. Yeah. . . 

Q. I'm going to ask you te do that, please, 

sir, If you would, and we will juse leave a blank 

in your deposition that you can £111 in at the eins 

you sign it. 

A. Come to think about it, I'm not going to 

be here tomorrow. ) 

Q. Mo, you won't have te do it tomorrow. You 

have several weeks to do it. But I'd like to you 

pick a year, and we will leave two blanks for you 

to fill in when you read and sign the deposition; 

one that tells the year, and one that tells -the 

amount of money that Union Carbide Spent at this 

Plant in that year for insulation Materials. Can 

you do that? 

A. Sure. 

Q. And that number would include all kinds, 

whether asbestos or not? 

A. Yeah. TI guess the best thing te de would 

be to gnt the first year that I started keeping the 

records. It would be closer to the period you're 

talking about. 

Q. Okay. What year would that be? 

A. Seems like == it might have been around 
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1970. 

Q. Somewhere around there? 

A. It could have been that era. 

Q- <All right. Whatever year you feel the 

most confident with 4s fine; and whenever you £111 

it in, we'll know which one it was. Right? 

MAR. MIZELL: Would you put the 

blanks at this point in the deposition for him to 

fill in? 

A. 

BY MR. MIZELL: 

Q. The description that we have haa fron 

Mr. Scott about these columns where he was working: 

I get the impression it's fairly big around, like " 

big barrel or something, except it's a whole lot 

bigger than a barrel and a whole lot taller. Right}? 

A. Phat's right. 

Q. | And the material that would be mainly 

Placed on there would be what You would call block 

insulation? 

A. Right. 

Q. Would you tell the jury the difference 

between block insulation and Pipe insulation? 

A. If XY can show you -- 
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1 MR. WEDDINGTOM: Mo, you can't 

2 show it on there. ) 

3: BY MR. MIZELL: . . 

4 Q. The jury is not here. ‘You can draw ie on 

5 @ plece of paper. | 

6 A. (Comply ing.) | 

7 Q. Would you just put on there whether these. 

8: are pipe or block? 

9 A. (Complying.) ° : 

10 Q. Mow, would you draw the other kind, pleas, 

at sir? | 

12 ; A. (Comgplying.) 

13 Q. Okay. Wow, the bottom one that you have 

14 shown there shows a cross-section view of e« piece 

15 of pipe insulation. Right? 

16 A- Right. 

17 Q. Mow, if you take one-half of a piece of 

is pipe insulation, one-half of a cylinder, could you 

19 show it there? 

20 A. I got it there. I already got it there. 

21 Q. But you are looking at it straight on. 

22 Could you draw it if you turned it around? 

23 A. You mean sideways? 

24 Q. Yes; side view. 

25 A. (Complying.) 
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Q. Something like that is what I had tn mind 

(indicating). Do you see what I mean? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Would you draw something that looks like 

this on there, just to save me the time of trying 

to describe what I'am looking for? 

A. (Complying.) 

Q. Yea. That's fine. 

Ae What? 

Q.- That is fine. Go ahead. 

A. . (Complying.) 

Qe All right. So in the center of the page 

you have got a plece of pipe insulation, and on the 

top you have got block? 

A. Right. 

Q- Would you put your name there at the 

bottom, please, sir? 

A. (Complying.) 

Qe All eight. I would like for you, if you 

would, to tear it off and hand {it to the court 

reporter so she can mark this. 

(The instrument referred to 

by Counsel was marked for 

identification as Rapp 
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Exhibit Wo. 6.) 

BY MR. MIZELL: 

Q. And the diagram you just gave or. made for 

us {gs marked as Exhibit Number 6 to the depositton 

of J. 8. Rapp. Is that correct? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Mow, again, the kind of insulation that 

goes on this column, when they take it apart and 

put it back on and put it back together, is 

essentially block insulation <«- 

A. That's right. 

Q. —~ which {s big square or rectangular 

sheets — 

A. Righe. 

Q. w~ which wary in thickness from what? A 

half-inch to two or three inches Or g02 

A. A half-inch to three or four inches. 

Qe And you said they were beveled an the 

edges to £1t? 

A. That's rigbt, without having a crack in 

thea. 

Q. ZT think I understand that, but I'am not 

sure I do. Are you saying that they are tapered sa 

that when you put then edge to edge, they farn a 
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circle around the column? 

A- Yes. If it was cut off square at the 

sides, there would be a V-shaped gap or _ | 

Q@. When two of them came up together 

(indicating)? ‘ , 

Ae No. This is why you bevel thes, to keep 

them from having a gap. It's just like a barrel, 

and you put a stave around it. You have no gap 

between staves. 

Q. Right. I£ it were not beveled, though, 

you would have a gap? | 

A. Right. 

Q. So I take it that the people that were 

fabricating this for you would have an idea of the 

diameter of the column that you were working on, 

gay, and they would know what angle to bevel it at? 

A. That's right. 

Q. Mow, es far as the columns that we're 

talking about, as IT understood your testimony 

earlier, you could have some coluans in the plant 

now that have got stuff that was put on them by way 

of insulation material as far back as 1941... 

Ae That's a little exaggerated. I would 

guess we have asbestos insulation on columns today. 

Q. You e@etill have it on there? 
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A. Yes. Tf don't know exactly how long ago 

it's been. It's a possibility it could have been 

on there that long, but I wouldn't svear to it. | 

Q. And you can’t tell the jury who made the 

atuff that’s on there now? 

A. Sone ef it, you could. 

Q. Well, I mean from your own knowledge as 

you sit here today, you couldn't? 

A. Mo. 

Q. You have got the records here @uring your 

tenure as —— what was it? Purchasing -- what was 

A. Well, I was the maintenance supervisor. 

Qe Maintenance supervisor? 

A. Right. 

Q. But you were in charge of purchasing 

insulation material? 

A. For my operation down there. There's 

other people in Purchasing that also purchase 

insulation for our store requirement -— 

THE WITNESS: <= which I believe 

you brought up (indilcating.) 

BY MAR. MIZELL: 

Q. But as far as your end of the operation is 

concerned, prior to 1967 == 
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Ae Prior to 1967. 

Q. w~ before you got involved, you-can'e tell 

us what was bought through your operation? 

A. Mo. 

Qe And you don't know what exposure Mr. Scott 

had to particular products? 

Ae Mo. 

Qe. You can't tell the jury whether he was 

exposed to any particular Pittsburgh Corning 

Product prior to 1967 or not? 

A. Mo. 

Q. And after 1967, you have gone through all 

your records; and with the help of the lawyers and 

everybody that's present here today, we've come up 

with two instances of Products called Unibestos? 

A. That's right. 

Q. And that's Exhibit Mumber 3 that you 

identified a while ago. Is that right? 

A. Yes. That's right. 

Q. All rigbt. Let's look at those together 

for a moment. 

AR. MIZELL: First of all, I'd 

like to make sure they are marked so ve can discuss 

them individually, so I'd like to have the court 

reporter mark these as 3-A and 3-8, 
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(The instruments referred to 

by Counsel were marked for 

identification as Rapp - 

BY MR. MIZELL: 

Q. All right, sir. If you would take the tog 

one, which is 3-A, would you describe to the jury 

what that shows by way of the Unibestos product 

that was purchased? 

, A. It shows that there was nine linear feet 

of l0-inch-by-inechw-and-a-half pipe covering bought. 

om This is not block; this is pipe covering? 

A. Pipe covering. 

Q. Mine linear feet? 

Ae Mine linear feet. 

Q. And what was the date on that? 

Ae That's April 2list, 1971. 

Qe. Can you tell us how much that cost? 

A. $1.61 a linear foot. 

A. Times nine? 

Q. Times nine. 

Q- And it looks like that ends up to be -- 

A. $14.49. 
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A. Right. 

Q. That's a fairly miniscule part of the 

total asbestos products purchased in that period, 

isn't ie, sir? . 

A. Yes. , \ 

Q. Ana you don't have any idea in the world \ 

whether Mr. Scott was exposed to that pipe covering 

when it was being installed, do you? 

A. Mo way. 

Q. In fact, the chances of him being in the 

area when this ainiscule amount was being put in i 

pretty slia, indeed, ian'e Lt? 

A. Sure. 

Q. Okay. Tf you were to make an estimate of 

all the pipe covering and all the block insulation 

and all the other asbestos materials that were 

purchased in the period 1967 through 1975 where you 

have been concerned, the percentage of Unibestos 

that shows up on those two invoices or records 

there would be probably less than about <= far less 

than one-tenth of one percent, wouldn't {t? 

A. I would say that's probably correct. 

Q. You mentioned a while ago when you were 

being asked about warnings that you never did get 

any warnings from the manufacturers, but that 
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leaves open the question of warnings from other 

sources; and the way you mentioned it, it made me 

think you did get some warnings from some other Z 

sources of information. 7 ) 

A. Wo other source of information except 

internal. 

Q. And what were those again? 

A. Those were the Industrial Hygiene 

Department and Medical Division. 

Q- Do you Knew how they became alerted te thd 

Pproblen? 

A. Mo, I couldn't answer that. .. 

Q. Be you know when they became alerted to 

the problen? ) 

A. Mot exactly. Early ‘70's. 

Q. Were you aware of any other literature, 

written articles, or anything else about it at that 

tine? 

Ae We, I had read some of these iietle 

publications that the asbestos workers got ebout 

that time. That was about the only thing. 

Q. Barly ‘70's? 

a. Yeah. 

Qa. Did you get the union publication? 

A. I suppose it was. I don'e recall. 
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Q. Mo. I'm asking you -- 

A. Did £ get it? 

Qe Yes. 

Ae No. 

Q. Are you a union member? 

A. Wee } 

Q. Have you ever been a menber of a union? 

Ae Wo. 

Q. So what would happen is they would cut it : 

eut and bring it to you and say, "Take a look at 

this’? 

A. Sometimes. The Industrial Hygiene had a 

bulletin that they received periodically, and the 

man that was here at that time used to send ne 

copies of them every once in a while. 

Q. Ia it possible that that caze to your 

attention prior to the '70's? 

Ae I doubt it, because I didn't go in there 

untill April of "68, and I don’t think it came in 

that quick after I got in there. 

Q. With respect to the purchases of Unibestos 

that are reflected on Bxhibits 3-A and 3-B, let me 

make sure: You have no personal knowledge yourself 

about the purchase or purchases that may be 

reflected on those documents. The only thing you 
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-~, that right? 

A. What do you sean exactly? 

Q. ZI mean, you don't remeaber the purchase 

or =< " ) 

A. Wo. 

Q. —~ OF remember seeing the material? 

Ae No, hub-ub. 

Q. And the only way that you were able to 

even come up with Unibestos as a possible product 

is because you found it on that piece of paper? 

A. That*s right. 

G. Are you aware of any other Companies that 

ever produced a product called Unibestos? 

A. No. 

Q. would it come as news to you thac sone 

other company besides Pittsburgh Corning did that? 

A. It would to me. 

Ge I beliewe that’s all I have. Phank you, 

Mr. Rapp. 

Ae Okay. 

_
)
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EXAMINATION 

BY MR. CLYBURN: 

QO. Mr. Rapp, my name is Lee Clyburn,. and I 

have just a few questions for you today, since tha 

other lavyers have already asked you sone questiona. 

all right, air? 

A. Sure. 

qa. Are there any other records, ether than 

the ones that you have brought with you today, that 

would reflect purchases of insulation products by 

A. Any ether records? Sure. 

Q. Okay. 

A. I imagine. I don't know hew long they 

keep their records, but they would have the record 

that will reflect the materials bought on our 

stores requirement. 

Q. Storage requirement? 

Ae Stores requirement. 

Q. Stores? 

A. Stores requirement orders. [t's @ blanket 

order that we have a certain amount of material 

that we keep in our storeroom all the fime a 
woD4ega 

don't have any control over. 
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Q. Who would have that information? 

A. Tt would be in the Materials «& Receiving | 

Department. i | 

Q. All right. 

A. John L. Christiansen is the immediate 

supervisor there. 

Qe Does that division or branch of the 

company buy more or less insulation material than 

your branch or division of the company? 

A. Much less. [It's just a token amount 

that's there for emergency is what it boils down to 

Q. Okay. Where are the records, if you know,, 

that would reflect the purchases of insulation 

material by Union Carbide before the year 1967? 

A. T doubt they exist. 

Q. Have you brought with you all of the 

records for insulation purchases by your department: 

since 1967 with you today? 

Ae Yes — no, not all. Up through ‘75. 

Q. Okay. Let me just go back again to the 

years before 1967. You said that you doube that 

those records exist. Is that right? 45544' 

ke That's what I said, uh-huh. | 

Q- Who would we ask within Union Carbide if 

we wanted to know about the Gisposition of these 
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: ‘ records, or whether they exist or not? " 

A Ae ZI think Mr. Christiansen could either find 

3 out or be able to tell you himself. ne | 

b 4 Qe. Okay. Do you know the names of -any other | _ 

5 5 People within Union Carbide who, regardless of pe 

6 whether thay know about records SF not, would know 

E 7 about insulation purchases in the years before 196°? 

F 8 Ae Say that again? 

9 Qe Do you know the names of any people within 

E 10 Union Carbide who would be able to tell us about 

F 11 insulation purchases before 19677 ) 

12 . Ae Yes; some of the people that are still 

I 13 with the company that worked in Purchasing in those 

if 14 years. | 

15 Q. Can you give us any nanes? 

s 16 Ae Well, there's a man in Wew York now naned 

fq 17 Ben Brittain, who vas a buyer or purchasing agent 

18 for insulation when ~ first got this job. 

E 19 Q. Okay. Is he still with the company? 

f 20 Ae Be is still with the company, as far as I 

= 21 know. 

3 22 Q- Anybody else? 

f 23 A. I couldn’t vouch for any of the rest of | 

- 24 them, there's been so many of them. It seens Like 

| 25] it was a proving ground for buyers. BoS4 ae | 
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Q- Do you know the nanes of any manufacturers 

of asbestos Products that would have been used in 

Union Carbide before 19677? . i 

A. Io was thinking of something else when you! 

were talking. I'am sorry. 

Q. De you know the names of any other 

manufacturers of esbestos-containing Products that 
furnished some products to Union Carbide in the 

years before 19677? 

Ae Mo. 

Q. Do you knaw or do you have any reason to 

believe, whether fe'g direct information or not, 

that Unibestos — 
| 

A. Let me back up on this last question. 1 

do recall seeing the J-M and O-C cartons in the 

pliant before 1967. 

Q. Okay. Do you have any reason to believe 

that Unibestos products were used in this plant. 

before 1967? 

A. Yes, I de. 

Q. Okay. Could you tell us the basis for 

that belief? 

Ae Ie existed. We run into it all the tine. 

Q. And you have already told us about its 

RoS447 Characteristics and colors and stuff?" ~~ 
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A. That's right. In the demolition of some” 

units, it showed up there. a | 

Q. Do you have any idea when that Unibestos 

was installed? So | 

A. Some of it. One particular instance, I 

think, was probably around 1953 or 'S54, the 

polyethylene unit, which no longer exists. 

Q. During what period ef time did 

Johns-Manville have a contract to install 

insulation material? 

Ao T°d say it went from about 1969 through '7 

Q. Ané during that tine, would Johns-Manvilla 

employees actually come on to this plant site and 

do the installing of this insulation? 

A. Yes. 

Q. And that insolation material may Or may 

mot have Deen sanufacturced by Johns-Manville? 

A. This is right. 

Qa. I have no more questions. Thank you, sir. 

MR. WEDDINGTOM: If have just a 

eouple. 
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RE-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. WEDDINGTON: 

Q. Specifically dealing with this 

polyethylene unit, when was this that you were 

referring to just a while ago that it was torn down? 

When was {it torn down? 

A. Oh, memory isn't my long suie.- I would 

gay it's been two years that {t's been torn down. 

Q. Okay. And had the insulation on that unis 

been removed or changed any time in the last 20 

years or so before it was torn down? 

A. Well, some of this atuff, Iike I say, was 

the original insulation that was put on it. 

Q. How could you tell that it was the 

original insulation? 

A. _How could f tell? 

Q. Yes. 

A. Well, I guess I couldn't stake my life on 

Q. Well, I think just to be probably sursa — 

A. Well, we eould go back to the application 

T methods and the materials that they used in weather 

proofing the stuff. It appeared to be the original 

Q. Okay. And was it all the units; the 
_ 

aoe Se ad) 
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2 entire unit? 

2 A. Mo? Oh, no. ae 

3 Q. How many of the units had Unibestos? 

4 A. I couldn't tell you what percent; but 

5 there were many of the big stean headers in this 

6 unit that had fe. 

7 Q. Would it be — 

8 A. Maybe 30 or 40 percent of the total 

9 insulation might have been that. 

10 Q. Is there any way to tell who put that up, 

ll or -- . 

12 A. I have no way to tell who built the unit. 

13 Q. But you do know it was built in '53 or '5é 

14 A. ZT would think so. 

15 Q. Okay. Save you found Unibestos products 

16 or products that you believe to be Unibestos in any 

17 of the other units that were built before ‘67? 

18 A. Ch, yes. 

19 Q. Okay. Do you have any idea how many? 

20 A. T couldn't say. 

21 Q. Okay. You mentioned the color and the 

22 thorns, you called them, or you said the men called 

23 then. 

24 A. Right. ane 

2§ Q. Do any of the other products made by other 

WORLDWIDE COURT REPORTERS, INC. 

HOUSTON (713) 280-001 5S/GALVESTON(7131763-1245

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-4895: Deposition of James Henry Rapp, Union Carbide Texas City Insulation Super…
ACL Doc 19404 · Page 86 of 93

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/86

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19404/86


—_— ee ee ee ees ee ee 

l
a
 

o
 

@o
@ 

~
7
 

w
T
 

10 

ii 

12 

23 

14 

is 

16 

17 

is 

19 

20 

21 

22). 

23 

24 

25 

$0 

manufacturers have these thorns? 

i 

A. Wot in this -- not in the caleiun silicate 

type insulation, no. | | 

Q. Okay. 

Ae You run into similar things {n the minera: 

wool products, but <= 

Qa. Well, is the difference between the 

Unibestos and the other types of asbestos 

insulations enough go that you could be reasonably 

gure -- 

A. Oh, yeah. 

Q. “-- that you are not confusing the two? 

A. That's right. 

Q. All right. But you know you haven't 

Bought any of that — 

A. Just what you have seen there. 

Q. <- other than those two invaices since '67? 

A. Yes. 

Q- All right. And when you, awhile ago, in 

response to Mr. Clyburn, said you remeber seeing 
J-M and O-C cartons, were you referring to 

Owens-Corning -- 

A. Right. 

o
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O
7
 

Q. “-- and Johns-Manville? 

A. Yes. 
£ 
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Q. Can you identify products? I mean, when ) 
~ 

you are tearing down a unit, can you identify the ; 
ae | 

- Johns-Manville or Owens-Corning insulation by the - 

A. Mot always. 

Q. Can you sometimes? 

A. Sometines. 

Q.- Okay. Have you torn down units that were 

built prior to '67 where you recognized sone 

Owens-Corning or Kaylo on then? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Okay. Based upon your knowledge or the 

looks or the appearance of these different products), 

ean you be reasonably certain as to whether or not 

Kayleo insulation was present on different colusns 

prior to 67? 

A. The only one you could be certain about 

was the Kaylo 20 because of its color. [It was pink} 

Q. Okay. But es to that particular one _- 

Ae Other than that, the ones that were white 

or offewhite are pretty hard to establish. . 

Q. But as to the pink, have you found sone of 

that that you think was that because of your 

knowledge of the purchasing and all the other 

things that we've discussed that you know would 

have been Present before ‘67? 
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A. Yes. 

Q. All right. Be 
MR. WEDDINGTON: til pass the 

witness. ) , 

MR. GILLESPIZ: 1 pass the 

witness. 

MR. KENDALL: TI have maybe threa 

guestions. 

RE-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. KENDALL: 

Q. As I understand it, in your work there are 

three operations: one, work in the shop; work out 

in the field, installing new insulation; and work 

tearing out old insulation. I'm talking about, I 

guess, when there was asbestos. Can you compare 

those, as far as the dust produced? 

A. The biggest dust producer would be the 

demolition. 

Q. Demolition? And that's always been there? 

A. That's not true just now, bute that's 

always been true. 

Q. And when was it that Union Carbide first 
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started taking precautions to keep People from 

inhaling that dust? And particularly I have 

reference to other trades, like Mr. Vernon Scott. 

A. I'd say the early ‘70's. 

Q. Until that tine, they would let hia work 

right in that shower of dust and pieces and 

Particles, whatever? 

A. Along with the nuts and belts. 

Q. What? . 

a. Along with the nuts and bolts. 

om Along with the nuts and bolts? And what 

was it in the early *70*s that changed Union 

Carbide's mind about looking out after its 

tradesnen, its workers there? 

A. I imagine -— this ig Speaking strictly for 

myself, but I fmagine OSHA getting into the act. 

Q. Have they ever done any more than OSHA 

required, as far as -- 

A. Yeah. Yes, sir; Gefinitely. They usually: 

go beyond OSHA. 
, 

Q. When did they «tart going beyond OSHA? 

A. I think some of the methods we use go 

beyond OSHA. 

Q- When did they start doing that? 

A. Well, in recent years; not back then. 
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Q. In the late 1970's? 

A. Right. 

MR, KENDALL: I have no other - 
Questions. 

RE-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. MIZELL: ~ 

Q. Have you ever seen any Unibestos in block 

form, a8 opposed to pipe covering? 

A. I don't recall ever having seen any. 

Q. All right. I want to ask specifically 

ebout the five-year period that would have preceded 

the date of these records, 1962 to 1967. Start 

with that. Can you tell us of your own personal 

knowledge of any Unibestos products, pipe covering 

or anything else, that was installed in the Plant 

in that period? 

A. Mo, I can't tell you Personally. 

Q. Okay. That's all I have. Thank you, air. 
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RE-EXAMINATION 

BY MR. CLYBURN: 

Q. Let me ask you as to Kaylo the sane 

question: Can you personally tell us of any Kaylo 
‘ | 

that was installed in the years 1962 to °672 

A. I couldn't put my finger on where it was, 

r
h
 
O
r
,
 

“
m
n
 

. 
‘ “
 

y 
7
 

10 

11 

12 

13 

l4 

15 

16 

17 

18 

i9 

20 

21 

22 

23 

24 

25 

but I know it was. I've ween it done. 

Q. You just feel like it was? 

A. I know Lt was done, because I did some of 

these studies on insulation during those years. 

Q. Okay. That’s all I have. Thank you. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

JAMES BENRY RAPP 

STATE OF TEXAS ) 

SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN TO BEFORE ME, 
the undersigned Motary Public, on this the 
day of » 1982. 

MOTARY PUBLIC 
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THE STATE OF TEXAS ) 

I, Linda C. Baker, Certified 
Shorthand Reporter in and for the State of Taxas, 
hereby certify that st the time and Place stated, 
the witness, JAMES HENRY RAPP, personally appeared 
before me and, after being by me first duly sworn 
to tell the truth, the whole truth, and Nothing bu. 
the truth, was examined by Counsel for the 
respective parties hereto; that the testimony of 
said witness was taken in shorthand by me, later 
reduced to typewriting under ny direction, and the 
foregoing $5 pages is a true and correct transeript 
of sald testimony. 

I further certify that the 
charges fer the preparation for the original herect 
are e to be paid by Attorney for the 
Plaintiffs. 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND SEAL or 
OFFICE on this the 25th day of June, 1982. 

Linda C. Baker 
Certified Shorthand Reporta 
tIn and for the State of Tex 

My Certification Expires: 
June 15, 1984. 
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