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PLAINTIFF'S EXHIBIT 

(DRAFT a 
UC-5109 

Plant Manager jand Division Medical Director to King City Employees 

Jn-April 26, 1978 Mr. Joseph Califano, Secretary of HEN, discussed possible 
sneith risks to workers who have been heavily exposed to asbestos in tha past. 
t that time the Secretary announced a campaign by the Government to alert Former 

shipyard workers and others who may have been exposed in the past to excessive 
quantities of asbestos dust, that they may be at risk of developing asbestos- related 
disease and should see their doctors. 

H2 are writing you today because the initial phase of the governmental 
information campaign will start in Yate July and run for about four weeks. It 
features extensive radio and TY spot announcements plus an information card to be 
Tncluded in all Social Security check <S sent out next month. Copies of the radio 

AGS sinouncements are attached. AG Jul 

As you can see, these spot announcements do not eccurately reflect the spirit 
.. fr. Califano's statements and give the impression that any exposure to asbestos 
‘constitutes a serious health risk. We are particularly concerned that the 
Ampaign may cause you unnecessary and exaggerated fears for your own safety and 
for that of your families. 

ft is well established in the medical literature that the risk of asbestos- 
21éted disease js directly dependent on the severity of exposure. When the 

Xiny City Plant was built in 1963, there was an awareness of the need to 
“-ntrol exposure to asbestos dust. Substantial dust contro}? equipment was included in 
“he original plant and major additions of control equipment have been made over the 
“irs. We have. made every effort to comply with and, where . practicable, to keep 
sAposures below the governmental requirements. Mechanical dust control is augmented by 
7 Tul attention to housekeeping and in some areas by the use of respirators. Your 

exposure has been controlled throughout the history of the plant at levels far 
UCC 003507 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-5109: Draft Letter from Plant Manager and Division Medical Director to King City Em…
ACL Doc 19601 · Page 1 of 3

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19601/1

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19601/1


below those referred to in the Califano announcement. 

A_comprehensive medical survei]lance program of the type advocated: by the 
governmental campaign is not new at King City but has been in effect since 19. 
In addition, sputum cytology, a sophisticated "early warning” method to detect 
precancerous conditions, was instituted at the plant last year to provide more 
protection. _Any significant changes in your health, whether or not they are 
asbestos-related, should be detected. You will obviously be informed if such ; 
conditions are found. 

wanes 

Finally, as you are all well aware, an education program « on the combined 
hazards of smoking and asbestos was presented last year. Smoking on the plant 
property was banned on January first and we continue to urge all of you to quit 
entirely. 

In summary, asbestos exposures at King City have been controlled to increasingly 
lower levels. Smoking has récently been restricted. Medical surveillance has 
been in effect for the last years with no evidence of asbestos-related disease. 
We believe that you have been Provided a safe place in which to work and every 
effort will be made to keep it that way in the future. The problems you are 
hearing about on TY generally relate to conditions many years prior to the 
2xistence of the King: City Plant and to exposures in confined places with no 
attempts to control dust. They are not relevant to our plant and our operations. 
if you have any questions I would be glad to answer them. 
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Office of Cancer Conmunications/tlational | Cancer institute 

Public Awareness on Asbestos Exposure 

Radio Copy - 
260 . dune 21, 1978 

FRIENDS 

SFX: 
Outdoor noises, children playing in distance 

WORKER I: ME AMD MY FRIENDS, WE GAVE OUR ALL FOR THE COUNTRY DURING 
. ~ WORLD WAR IT. 

TEDDY: 33 YEARS LATER, IT TURNS OUT WE HAVEN'T STOPPED GIVING: 

“WORKER 3: "YESTERDAY THE DOCTOR TOLD TEDDY HE'S SICK FROM ASBESTOS DUST. 

TEDDY: WE WERE ALL BREATHING IT DOWH AT THE SHIPYARDS. NOW IT- TURNS 
QUT ASBESTOS DUST CA CAUSE LUNG DISEASE . . . ESPECIALLY IF 
YOU SHOKE. ; 

"ANNOUNCER: MILLIONS OF WORKERS IN PARTS OF THE CONSTRUCTION, MINING, 
oO * SHIPBUILDING AND AUTO INDUSTRIES HAYE BEEN EXPOSED TO ASBESTOS 

‘ DUST. SOHETIMES IT TAKES 30 YEARS OR MORE FOR ASBESTOS RELATED 
DISEASES LIKE LUNG CANCER TO SHOW. 

WORKER 1: WHAT'S THE DOCTOR SAY, TEDDY? 

TEDDY: ) JHE DOCTOR TOLD ME ASBESTOS DUST CAN BE VERY DANGEROUS , -SG 
ALL YOU GUYS BETTER GO SEE YOUR DOCTORS TOO. 

ANNOUNCER: EVEN IF YOU FEEL GOOD, CHECK WITH YOUR DOCTOR, STOP SMOKING 
AND GET PROMPT MEDICAL TREATMENT FOR RESPIRATORY ILLNESS. 

_ WORKER 1: I DUNNO TED, WHY SHOULD I GO LOOKING FOR TROUBLE? 

WORKER 3: I FEEL GREAT TEDDY. 

TEDDY: SO DID I. 

LIVE 
ANNOUNCER: (ASBESTOS ADDRESS, PHOHE NUMBER.) 
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