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OWENS -ILLINOIS GLASS COMPANY 

MANUFACTURER OF Tred GiAse Contamens rae 

co as 

GENERAL OrFices . io ‘ > 

TOLEDO . tL. 

March 21, 1935 | 

“ 

Dre Le Re Thompson, “NA eae 

G. S» Public Health Service, 
- - G | 

Washington, D. Ce 

Dear Dr. Thompson:- 

Enclosed are the initial and progress reports of the 

Temporary Crganization Committee which was formed at the conclusion of 
the 

symposium on dust problems at Pittsburgh, January 15, 1935. You-may have 

read these alraady, but when I heard from Hr. Hitchins(hir. Eitc
hins is 

President of the American Refractories Institute) that your name was not
 

on the mailing ‘List, I asked that he send me these extra copies which I em 

now forwarding- . 

5 As a bystender, I have watched the progress made by itr. . \ 

Ao
pe
p 

br
y 

“
3
P
h
Y
 

Nitchins! Committee from its formation, with great interest. This has been ~ 

possible because Mr. A. W. Sherwood, who is Vice-President of this Company, > 

represents the glass sand, ground sand and glass container association
s S\, 

on the Temporary Organization Committee... Through him I have seen some 
of ‘ 

the reactions of industry to the project. There has been some misunderstanding ,\ , 

unfortunately, as to the function of the Committes; although the "Narrati
ve" A . 

of Harch 12 has undoubtedly clarified the matter,-- by restating that the 
- 

Temporary Organization Committee has for its purpose the formation of inte
rested 

trade associations and individual companies into a permanent or
ganization which 

will have $25,000 to conduct a proliminary survey of the dust fie
ld -=- under 

the guidance of an advisory board chosen from “dusty" experts, an
d following 

a detailed program to be worked out by this board. 

The future of the project holds*many rosy possibilities 

that the potential benefits to investigators and field wo
rkers,-in addition 

to industry itself, which is, of course, footing the 
bill -=- are tremendous. 

Mr. Sherwood is confident of the eventual success o
f the 

Comnittee in collecting fifty pledgese Time is required for them to come in, 

and there is much to be gained by setting up the per
manent advisory board 

promptly. Consequently, when your ist-interssted industrial f
riends seek your: 

advice, I am wondering if you will give the movonent a forvard
 boost by urging 

that they dig deep for their $500.c0. I mention this because apparently there 

are cettain companies that would join in, if they ha
d a personal talk with someone 

experienced in the dust field. 
- 

, OS 

Eo0%, yO -% 
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OwWENS-ILLENOIS GLAss COMPANY . 

Incidentally, re Hitchins has now inciuded all the 

Xonicide Club on his mailing list, so that this gmoup «= whose services 
will assuredly be relied upon when the permanent organization is formod,— 
may follow the idea from its inception. 

I would appreciate having your comments on this movement, 
particularly as to what reception it is getting in Washington and vicinity. 

a Sincerely, 

WGHazerd Li). 4 : 
HB ; 

P. Se There are now 14 pledges, three more than tir. Hitchins 

roported on March 12. Perhaps the snowball is beginning 

} to rolle 
Sy WeGele 
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& 

TEMPORARY ORGANIZATION
 COMMITTEE 

2) 
InpusteiaL Dust Prosism 

Room 909 

1608 Warnur Stasr 

Proapeeta, Pa. 

February Sth, 1935. 

REPORT AND RECOMMENDATION OF THE TE
MPORARY 

ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE WHICH WAS ELE
CTED 

AT THE “SYMPOSIUM ON DUST PROBLEMS
" HELD 

AT PITTSBURGH, PA., JANUARY 15, 1935. 

Dear Sirt 

All individuals who attended th
e Symposium on 

Dust Problems held at Pittsbu
rgh, Pa., January 15, 1935 

and all Trade Associations which 
were addressed by Dr. 

Weidlein of Mellon Institute und
er date of December 1, 

1934, are receiving copies of 
this letter. 

The purpose of this letter is
 to ask if your 

Company or your Trede Associatio
n (aa the case maz bo) 

will subseribe an amount not to ex
ceed $600.00 for the 

establishment of e Coordinating Ag
ency as the first move 

toward a study of the many exi
sting phases of the indus- 

trial dust problem, together with 
a recommendation based 

on that study as to sucn furtaer
 concerted action as may 

be possible and proper for ali 
industry. 

At an initial over all cost of 
$25,000.00 

when pro-rated amongst the su
bscribers to the movement, 

the individual contributions 
required may be very 

materially less than $500.00 eac
h, depending on the 

number of subseribers. 

The enclosures will furnish 
full information 

to enable you to judge whethe
r the plan proposed has 

sufficient merit to justify 
its cost, and whether your - 

Company (or your Trade Association) 
should properly share 

in the initial cost on 4 pro
-rata basis. 
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Page 2. 

It is of great importance that whatever is to be
 

done should be started quickly. May I, therefore, ask that 

you reply to this letter as promptly as 
is possible? 

Yours very truly, 

Roger A. Hitchins 

Chairman, Temporary Organization Committee
 

Blected in Pittsburgh, January 15, 193
5. 

3 Enclosures: 

(1) <A brief outline of the events leadin
g up to and 

occurring et the “Symposium on Dust Pr
oblems" held ' 

in Pittsburgh, Pa., Januery 18, 1935. 

(
a
 

(2) A vrief outline of the discussion and a
ction taker 

by the Temporary Organization Committ
ee on January 

15, 1935. 

(3) A brief outline of the discussion 
and action taken 

by tne Temporary Organization Com
mittee at @ spec- 

fal meeting held at the Duquesne Clu
b, Pittsburgh, 

Pa., on Friday, February i, 1935. 

(4) Copy of a letter from Dr. &. R. Bsidlein, Director 

of Mellon Institute dated Janua
ry 21, 1935, together 

with a copy of the "Plan for Study
 of Dust Problems” 

referred to in Dr. Weidlein's lett
er. 

(5) A tentative "Program of Initial Activi
ties" (for 4 

correlating agency) arranged in so
mewhat different 

form but which has the approval 
of Mellon Institute. 

(6) A Form of Letter for your repl
y, which is suggested 

. for your guidance, if your Company or Trade Associa- 

tion (as the case may be) ig willing to participate 

4n this movement. oy 

Aer as. AB eT ete aa Pep ede - ~ aot seco 12 acacadascentine anit Saeed aidateiaateenssieatei ti accdiaitlos 
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Enclosure 

(1) A brief outline of the events leading up to an
d 

occurring at the “Symposium on Dust Pro
blems" held 

Page 1 in Pittsburgh, Pa., January 15, 1935. 

On December 1, 1934, Dr. BE, R. Weidlein, Director ef 

Mellon Institute of Industrial Research, 
at Pittsburgh, wrote to 

more than eighty industries, in connection with the subject of 

industrial dust hazards. There are various types of so-called 

‘dust diseases', known generally as pneumonoconiosis, among w
hich 

are silicosis, asbestosis, anthracosis, siderosis, and numerous 

others. 

Dr. Weidlein's letter was written at the request of 4 

few of the industries, in which the dust hazard exists, in an 

effort to determine whether sufficient interest existed to wa
rrant 

having a meeting for s general discussion of this question, a
nd 

with the basic idea that if such a meeting could be held it 
migh* 

be possible to establish 4 coordinating agency for the collection
 

of all available data on silicosis and other dust diseases an
d Sts 

dissemination to the interested industries, and with the further 

thought that such an agency would later develop into a coordinat
ing 

and planning bedy. 

The response to Dr. Weidlein's letter wes immediate and 

represented a large percentage of the industries to whom t
he orig- 

inal letter had been sent. In view of the wide-spread interest, 

Mellon Institute proceeded with errangements for a “Symposi
um on 

Dust Problems", ‘This meeting was held at the University Club, at 

Pittsburgh, Tuesday, January 15, and addresses were made by the 

following: 

Wr. A. C. Hirth 
Williams, Eversman & Morgen 

Toledo, Ohio 

Dr. R. R. Sayers 

Medical Officer in Charge 

U. S. Public Health Service 

Washington, D. C. 

Dr. A. J. Lanza 
Assistant Medical Director 

Metropolitan Life Inaurance Co. 

. New York, N. Y. 

Dr. Eugene P. Pendergrass 

X-Ray Laboratory 

University Hospitsl 
Philadelphia, Pa. 

Prof. Philip Drinker 
School of Public Health 

Harvard University 

Boston, Mass. 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-5193: Owens-Illinois Glass Company letter to Dr. L. R. Thompson, U.S. Public Health…
ACL Doc 19676 · Page 6 of 20

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19676/6

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19676/6


Benet soe Fe 

Enclosure (1) 

Page 2, 

Mr, F, Robertson Jones 

General Manager, Association of Casualty 

and Surety Axecutives 

New York, N. Y. 

Donald £. Cummings 

Assistant Director, Saranac Laboratory for 

Study of Tuberculosis 

Edward L. Trudeau Foundation 

Tronwood, Michigan 

Dr. Samuel R. Haythorn 
Director, Singer Memorial Laboratory 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Dr. Weidlein, of Mellon Institute, in opening the meeting 

explained that the interest of the Institute was simply the desi
re 

to assist industry toward a realization of the problem and the 

development of a possible program of activity. No reporters were 

present at this meeting and no stenographic notes were ke
pt. Atten- 

dance was by registration only and there were present nearly t
wo 

hundred representatives of many of the important industries who a
re 

affected by the dust problem. 

At the conclusion of an excellent and extremely informative 

program, on motion from the floor a nominating committee was appointe
d 

to submit names of individuals in industries who would form 4 
Tempore 

ary Organization Committee to develop plans and make a definite 

written recommendation to sll of the registered attendance at the 

meeting, a3 well as to those industries originally invited, as to th
e 

formation of a permanent organization and its purposes. 

The industries represented grouped themselves into seven 

general classes end the Nominating Committes report consiste
d of the 

nominations for a Tamporary Organization Committee, with one repr
esen- 

etative for each of the following Groups of Industry: 

GROUPS OF INDUSTRY 

I. Asbestos, Cork and Non-metallic. 

II. Chemical, Abrasives, Alloy and Non-ferrous Metals. 

TII. Foundries. 

IV. Glass Sand, Ground Sand and Glass Manufacturers. 

Vv. Iron, Steel and Iron Ore. 

VI. Lime, Limestone, Cement and Gypsum. 

VII. Refractories, Ceramics and Clays. _ 

. The report of the nominating committees was accepted by
 the 

meeting. 

ROGER A. HITCHINS, 

Chairman, Temporary 

Organization Committee 

+ et Rav toe me + PP nn ae oe ee 
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Enclosure 

(2) A brief outline of the discussion and action taken 
by the Temporary Organization Committee on January 
15, 1935, 

Following the adjournment of the general neeting in 
the late afternoon of January 16, 1935, a meeting was held of 
the Temporary Organization Committee at which time the under- 
signed was elected Chairman of the Committees, 

The Committee was of the opinion that Mellon Institute 
of Industrial Research, Pittsburgh, was better qualified to con- 
duct this work than any other agency. The Chairman was there- 

} upon instructed to request Mellon Institute for a proposal which 
te would outline the work which they would expect to do on Silicesis 
®» and other Dust Problems and the cost of doing it, in case industry 

in general desired the establishment of such a coordinating agency. 

ROGER A. HITCHINS, 
Chairman, Temporary 
Organization Comnittee. 

d 
; 

’ 

i 

Pe ee et ee ee —- wee “Ea. Ne Rte kW aed Saleen 
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Enclosuré 
. 

(3) A prief outiine 
of the discussio

n and action te
ken by 

ary organizatio
n Committee at a spe

cial meeting 

the Tempor 

held at the D
uquesne Club,

 Pittsburgh, Pa., on Friday, 

Page = 
February 

1, 1935. 

on call of the
 Chairman, the Temporar

y Organizatio
n 

conmittes met at P
ittsburgh on Friday

, February 1st, 19
35. 

Judging from the ke
en interest displaye

d at the “Symposium
 

on Dust Problems" 
held in Pittsburgh

, January 15th, 1
935, it was the 

desire of those in
 attendance that 

a coordinating and
 correlating sgéen

cy 

should bs establis
hed for the purpo

se of making & com
plete study of al

l 

of the existing fa
cts concerning the

 many phases of th
e industrial dust

 

problem 43 affecting 
ell industry, and « r

ecommendation based t
hereon 

ag to future act
ion. 

i 
The letter from Dr.

 Weidlein of Mellon 
Institute dated 

January 21st, 1935, 
together with the "

Plan for Study of D
ust Problems” 

wes read and dis
cussed. 

The maximum cost fo
r the first year or

 for the first peri
od 

of this work, which
 is estimated to r

equire from gix mon
ths to & year's 

3 time, will be $25,0
00.00. 

© 
Tne plan provides 

for the possible es
tablishment of 4 pe

r- 

manent organizatio
n to be known as 

the Industrial Dust
 Institute (or 

py whatever other na
me may be gelected) 

to be associated wit
h Mellon 

Institute, and the
 details of whos® 

membership and thei
r contributions 

may be kept at Mel
lon Institute and 

will be entirely co
nfidential. 

Such permanent organ
ization when formed 

to be directed by 

an Advisory Commit
tee which will be 

elected by the cont
ributing members, 

and whose function
 will be gimilar t

o that of a Board o
f Directors in 

co-operation with 
Mellon Institute i

n carrying out the
 purposes of thse 

nev Association
. 

A somewhat rearra
nged "Suggested Pr

ograa of Initial A
ctivi- 

ties" for the cor
relating agency c

overing medical, 
preventive, legel

, 

legislative and p
ublicity features

 of the industria
l dust problem wa

s 

prepared and dis
cussed with rep

resentat ives of
 Melion Institu

te and was 

approved by then
. 

From the fact tha
t a number of int

erested industrie
s have 

already expresse
d their willing

ness to underwri
te this program

 to the 

extent of $500.00
 each for the fi

rst year it appea
red to the Tempor

ary 

Organization Comm
ittee thet the co

st per individual 
contributor will 

be 

relatively small 
when considering 

the benefits whic
h may result. The 

actuel expenses w
ill be pro-rated 

smong those subsc
ribing, thus if f

ifty 

: 
members will unde

rwrits proportion
ately the amount 

will be exactly 

Cay 
$500.00 each. If eighty participat

e the amount will be
 only slightly 

more thao $300.0
0 each, and les

s in the avent 
of a larger num

ber of 

subscribers. if the entire $25
,000.00 4s not re

quired for the fi
rst 

phase of the work
 any belance will

 ve carried over 
for future activi

ties 

ee ee
 ae 

. 
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Mnclosurs 
(3) 

Page 2. 

or can be 
refunded pr

oportionst
ely to the

 contribut
ors. 

The Temporer
y organizati

on Committes
 feels that 

the {mport- 

ance of this
 subjact *%° {ndustry 

can scarcely
 be over-est

imated; - and 

that this ap
pears to be 

a most oppor
tune time fo

r all indust
ry at reason

~ 

able cost t
o attempt 

to gather t
ogether in 

& central s
gency ali o

f the 

existing inf
ormation of 

all kinds on
 this gubjec

t 4s & pasis
 for de- 

termining 
what furthe

r activitie
s along th

is Line are
 necessary 

oF 

practical. 
The Dust Pr

oblem in eve
ry industry 

raises certa
in problems 

common to a
ll, such 6

s +hoss con
cerned wit

h Engineeri
ng (respira

tors, 

dust elimina
tion and pre

vention) » an
d the Medica

l, Legal and
 Legislative

 

aspects: 

The Chairmen
 of the Temp

orary organi
zation Commi

ttee was 

thereupon dir
ected to writ

e to each ind
ividual who w

es present at
 the 

Symposium on 
January 15, 1

936, as well 
85 to the mor

e than eighty
 Indus- 

trial Trade 
Associations

 who were ad
dressed by M

ellon Instit
ute under 

date of Dec
ember 1, 19

34; - and trans
mit %o them

 (4) the de
velopment 

Leading up *
o and occurr

ing at the S
ymposium on 

January 16, 
1935, and 

(b) the developme
nts occurring

 8% the organ
ization meeti

ng of the 

Temporary or
genization C

ommittee on 
January 15, 

1938, and (c
) the plans 

proposed by 
and approved

 py Melion I
nstitute es 

to {nitial a
ctivities 

and objecti
ves: ond (d) & repor

t of the d
iscussions 

and recomme
ndstions 

of the Tempo
rery organiz

etion Commit
tes meeting 

in Pittsburg
h on Friday,

 

February 1+ 
1935, and h

e was direct
ed to reques

t that those
 addressed 

should respon
d promptly w

ith an indica
tion 45 +o wh

ether oF not 
they 

will support
 & permanen

t organizati
on on the ba

sis outiined
. 

Chairman, 
Temporary 

Organizatio
n Committes.
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so” 

URBLLON INSTITUTE O
F INDUSTRIAL RESEA

RCH 

UNIVERSITY OF PITT
SBURGH 

Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Enclosures 

(4) 
Page 1 

January 21, 1935
. 

Mr. Roger A. Hitc
hins, President, 

American Refrac
tories Institute

, 

No, 1606 Walnut S
treet, 

Philadelphia, Pa
- 

My dear Mr. Hiteh
ins: 

In accordance with
 your request 4S C

hairman of the Org
enizs- 

tion Committes w
hich was formed 

at the conferenc
e on dust problem

as held 

in Pittsburgh on J
anuary 15, we are 

giving you our ide
as regarding the 

important problems
 involved and the

 type of organizat
ion that should be

 

astablished. JI 4m enclosing & p
lan for the study 

of dust problens a
nd 

the organization
 chart. 

If this work wer
e to be central

ized in Mellon I
nstitute, it 

could be carried 
out as a part of 

our air hygien® r
esearch. The director 

appointed to ‘and
le the investigat

ion would also be
 the nead of the 

{nstitution organization whic
h the industries 

would set up. in this 

way, the work could be 
carried out in a 

most confidential 
manner 65 to 

cho was supportin
g the research an

d no one would kn
ow what industrie

s or 

{ndividuals were 
contributing +o t

he fund. This would enable
 the organ~ 

ization to get 
soundly establis

hed, 8° that if
 later on it was

 desired to 

come out in the 
open this could 

be arranged. 

Hoping that this 
gives you ths inf

ormation which yo
u wish, I 

am 
Sincerely yours: 

(signed) 3B. Re Weidlein 

ERW-¥ 
pirector 

enclosures 

coPY 

~ AD ee td TE 
re Leh. 

. 
- ~ : 

. 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-5193: Owens-Illinois Glass Company letter to Dr. L. R. Thompson, U.S. Public Healt…
ACL Doc 19676 · Page 11 of 20

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19676/11

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19676/11


S
e
e
r
”
 

wo 

SO ee ee wy 

II. 

Enclosure (4) 

Page 2 

Plan for Study of Dust Problems 

Organizatien of the Industries. 

It is necessary that there be some organization representing industries for the 

reason that no program of research investigation could be carried on without 

assurance of continuity and financial support. Such assurance could be given 

only by some body that had authority to speak for a sufficient number of in- 

dustries or cOmpanies, and might be called The Industrial Dust Institute. If 

it seems inadvisable to effect such a separate organization, for reasons that 

may be sound, it is suggested that a group of individuals be chosen from 

industries or companies, such a group to be called, for example, Industries 

Advisory Board for the Study of Dust Problems. Affected industries and/or 

individual companies could contribute to this Board, which in turn could make 

contracts and disburse the monies. 

The other primary functions of the Institute or Board would be to select the cen- 

tral agency to administer the activities later referred to in some detail (called, 

for convenience, the research agency), to keep in touch with that central agency, 

advise with it as to the program of work, and aid it in other obvious legitimate 

ways. Obviously, such central agency must be independent of any specific industry 

or group, it must have @ broad outlook, a sympathetic understanding of the problem, 

and wide contacts with all cooperating agencies; ard it must have the confidence 

of the industries, and of the physicians, engineers and 411 institutions, groups 

or individuals who might cooperate to advantage. . 

The work of the research agency. 

Of primary importance in the initial stage is the collection of available data 

published and, as far as possible, unpublished. 

- These data must then be evaluated and correlated, and in this phase of the rork 

it ds assumed that it will be possible to secure the advice and cooperation of 

the recognized specialists in the fields of medicine, law, chemistry, physics 

and engineering. Evaluation should include the weeding out of date that cannot 

be considered as authoritative. 

It will then be possible to prepare a comprehensive program designed to provide 

the industries concerned with legitimate protection. 

In preparing to work out such a program, it would be necessary to compile 4 

list of specialists in all fields who are ongaged in a study of dust problens; 

to have detormined any-among them who may not be properly qualified and whose 

results might, therefore, not be entirely acceptable; to attempt as far as 

feasible to have investigational work correlated and synchronized; to be in 

position to make reasonable grants to qualified individuals or agencies to 

study special problems or phases of problems. . 

Some of the aspects that occur to mind are: 

(a) The pathological and psychological effects of dusts of various kinds
, 

alone and in combination; for this a classification of dusts is necessary. 
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Enclosure (4) 

Page 5 

Important from both
 medical and legel 

standpoints is the preparation 
of 

court cases. On the medical side
 is also pliant nygi

ene, insofar as it 
is 

affected by indust
rial dusts and fum

es. 

ling devices and gam
pling methods, with 

the {dea of further 

developing standards
, and also to attem

pt to provide plant 
officials with 

simple portablo appa
ratus which, while 

neither as delicate 
nor as accurate 

as the standard equ
ipment, will enable

 them to keep & reg
ular check on 

plant conditions an
d to know when the 

danger line 4s appro
ached. 

(b) A study of samp 

(c) Study of existing me
thods and cooperatio

n in the development
 of improvs- 

ments designed to mi
nimize dust and fume

s in the plant, 45 w
ell as protec- 

tive measures for
 workmen. 

(d) Dissemination, through
 proper channels, of a

uthoritative (nformati
on. 

(e) Maintaining contact as
 closely 43 possible w

ith {ndependent agenci
es and 

cooperating agencies e
ngaged in studies of p

hases of the problem, 
and 4 

program of such resear
ch experimentation 6s 

may be indicated. 

psis of existing pertin
ent legislation (includ

ing compensa- 

(f) Study and syno tion of safety codes and f
air lays... 

tion), and assista
nce in the prepara

 

The place to gtart is 
in the collection and 

evaluation of availabl
e data, 

which must precede th
e formulation of the 

longer-time program. 

Estimate of cost. 

(a) The cost, if any, of operating ths paren
t organization or Boar

d. 

(b) Cost of research agen
cy. It 4g estimated that 

for the initial work o
f 

collecting and avalu
ating available date

 and preparing autho
ritative 

abstracts for dissem
ination, surveying t

he field and formula
ting 4 

long-time program ef c
onstructive work, not 

less than $25,000 shou
ld 

be appropriated. 

The time necessary f
or this initial phas

e cannot be predicte
d with cer- 

tainty, but it 4g es
timated that at leas

t six months and not
 more than 

a year will be require
d. 

After the conclusion
 of this period, it ig certain that a

n effective pro- 

gram can be develope
d and would require 

& substantially larg
er budget. 

Organizetion chart. 

The plan outlined a
bove is shown proad

ly in *he accompanyi
ng chart. 

ee
 Se een aay ee i oe _" _ 

. 
. ; 
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Ey closure 

(6) 
Page 1 

CORRELATING ‘AGENCY 

SUGGESTED PROGRAM OF INITIAL 
ACTIVITIES 

MEDICAL. (1) Secure from medical profession 
and health authorities 

as complete as possible information co
vering past and 

present research on Industrial Dust
 diseases. 

(2) Study the assembled data and repo
rt and recommend (a) 

as to what phases have duplicatio
n of effort and (b) as 

to what phases should have further r
esearch; with the 

objective of enlisting the coope
ration of American 

Medical Association in setting up a
uthoritative and 

approved standards of diagnosis and 
correction. 

PREVENTIVE. (1) Secure from all vossible sources
 the existing available 

data on Industrial Dust hazards
. 

(2) Study the assembled data and repo
rt and recommend (a) 

as to present means of eliminating o
r minimizing those 

) . hazards and (b) as to what further should be don
e in 

Siig that direction; with the objective 
of setting up author- 

» itative and approved standerds for 
the control of 

industrial dusts which, if compl
ied with by industries, 

or by industrial companies, will a
ct as & defense against 

personal injury suits. 

LEGAL. (1) Secure from all affected industrie
s their present exper- 

hence as to personal injury suits a
nd claims growing out 

of industrial dust hazards and 
claimed diseases; in 

complete detail as to neme of claim
ant, amount involved, 

court of jurisdiction, prosecution
 and defense counsel, 

character of suit (or claim) toget
her with 4 history of 

closed cases and the status of pe
nding suits or claims. 

(2) Study the assembled data and 
report and recommend (a) a3 

to the aggregate amount of money 
Loss which industry has 

experienced and with which indust
ry is threatened as & 

whole and by divisions and (b) as to the instances where 

the situation appears to be & "ra
cket" ageinst industry 

and (c) what concerted action may b
e possible to be taken 

in pending cases end claims; with 
the objective of en- 

listing the co-operation of th
e American Bar Association 

and local Bar Associations in sto
pping the “racket.*. 

LEGISLATIVE. (1) Secure from all States and Territ
ories copies of existing 

or pending legislative enactment
s and existing court 

decisions affecting the dust ha
zard in industry, whether 

] 

ket GA ae i ARIA re ci necantiineenmatdbeanamnmpemanp miata tinge eat Schitas 2 3 A See 
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LEGISLATIVE. 

(Contd) 

(2) 

PUBLICITY. 

ce at Ng etn ai ll DELLE EE Te IRIN IP eA I el 1 re Magne AE Bt ieee ae 

Enclosure (5) 

Page 2. 

workmen's compensation or occupational di
sease or 

common law. 

Study the assembled date end report and recommend 
| 

(a) as to existing laws which properly protec
t both 

employer and employee and (b) as to such existing 

laws as do not properly protect both e
mployer and 

employes; with the objective of securing the
 enact- 

ment of State laws, of a uniform character, which, 

when compiled with, will fairly and pro
perly protect 

the interest of industry and of those engage
d in 

industry and of enlisting the co-operation of t
he 

Federal Government in that directi
on. 

Consider and recommend (a) the manner in which 

affected industries may be informed and 
be kept 

informed as to all phases of the industria
l dust 

problem and (b) the manner in which governmental 

agencies and the public may be informed an
d be kept 

informed, and the propriety and advisab
ility of 

doing so, a3 to the measures which are be
ing and 

should be taken in the direction of prote
cting 

poth human life and property. 
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wt Sewn theese 

Enclosure (6) 

Mr. Roger A. Hitchins, Chairman 

Temporary Organization Committes 

Room 909, 1608 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia, Penna. 

Dear Sir: 

we have your letter of February 6, 1935 
and accompany- 

ing copy of letter from Mellon Institute 
of Industrial Research, 

outlining a program for the study of i
ndustrial dust hazards. 

Ve are in full agreement with this prog
ram and with the 

method suggested for putting i+ i
nto effect. We understand that 

the estimated expense for the first y
ear is $25,000. In consider- 

ation of other similar contributio
ns, we sgree to contribute toward

 

the initial expense of such a progra
m the sum of five hundred 

dollars. ($500) with the understanding 
that if the total contribu- 

tions exceed $25,000, the amount 
of our contribution is to be 

proportionately reduced. 

It 4g our understanding that when s
ufficient contri- 

butions have been received, & meeti
ng of the contributors rill 

be called for the purpose of eff
ecting & permanent organization, 

and that contributions will be pa
yable et such times 48 the 

directors of the proposed organizati
on shall call for payment. 

Yours truly, 

se epee simmamesi ms, cc + ont tos te elem daceaaneaani tana aceite 
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TEMPORARY ORGANIZATION COMMI
TTEE 

Inpustarat Dust Prost 

Room %9 

1608 Watsur Sramr 

Pumanevrria, PA. 

March 12, 1935 

Dear Sirt 

This Progress Report is boing sent to all individuals
 and 

all organizations who were addressed by me under
 date of February 6th, 

1935 or who have since been sent copies of that 
letter and enclosures, 

; As of Saturday, March 9th, responses to 4 total of approx
-~ 

{mately 375 letters have been as 
follows: 

11 have agreed to co-operate in the movement, 

and contribute up to $500.00 on a pro rata. 

basis as outlined. 

32 Trade Associations or individuel companies 

have indicated an interest and have said th
at 

their governing body - or their membership -
 

is being canvassed for authorization. 

24 Trade Associations or individual companies 

have said they are not interested. 

300 (approximately) lettprs have not been replied to. 

The response, indicated above, does not seem 
at all dis- 

souraging. It is realized that the time element has to
 function in 

the face of other pressing matters. 

There is still, howover, a need for t
he quick formation of 

& permanent organizetion, if one is to
 be formed. The enclosed memoran- 

dum outlines the conception of the Chairma
n and at least some of the 

members of the Committoe as to the reasons
 for and proper function of 

tho Temporary Organization Committee. 
It is hoped this will clear up 

several quite apparent misunderstandings and
 thus speed the conclusion. 

Yours truly, 

Roger A. Hitohins 

Chairman, Temporary 

Organization Committee. 
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THE INDUSTRIAL DUST PROBLEM 

A Brief Narrative 

in explanation of the 

Temporary Organization Committ
ee 

Admittedly the problem of industrial d
ust diseases is engaging 

the serious attention of a large 
number of industries and companies

, and, 

in various places, 8 great deal of re
search has been and is being done 

on it, 

Many phases of the problem are commo
n to all those affected. 

There is now no one plece where ther
e is available all infor- 

mation on all phases of the pro
blem; and no concerted planning.

is being 

done either as to the present or f
uture as to ell of the many different | 

phases. 

. Through the courtesy of the Mellon
 Institute (and at the re- 

quest of several interested indus
tries) there was held in Pittsbur

gh on 

January 15th, 1955, @ Symposium o
n the Industrial Dust problem. 

At that meeting & Temporary Or
ganizetion Committee was elect

ed 

with instructions to develop a pl
an and report back as to how, in its 

opinion, a start could best be m
ade toward the establishment of 

a 

Permanent organization of some 
kind for a study of the industria

l dust 

problem. 

It appeared to the Temporary Organiza
tion Committee that the 

first step toward the formation of a p
ermanent organization would be to 

try to formulate some general ide
a as to what should be done, how it 

might be done, and what it would
 cost. It also seemed that it will be 

necesyary to find out what hag 
been dona, in the many places where things 

have already been done on many phase
s of the problem, before it can be 

determined what should be done next. 
Therefore, it seemed that a program 

of activity for a Permanent organizat
ion should be - . 

I, An attempt to gather together in
 one place all of 

the existing facts concerning
 the subjact of the 

Industrial Bust Problem. 

Ir. A study of those facts, and a
n attempt to evaluate 

them. 

III. A report based on such study and 
a recommendation 

as to the future activities.
 - 

Iv. The Cost. 

; After discussing the problem with 
4 number of people, the 

Temporary Organization Committ
ee vas of the opinion that Mell

on Instituts, 

Pittsburgh, is probably bost prepared to a
ct as the "Central Clearing 

House" - Mellon Institute was therefo
re asked for a definite proposa

l 

along the foragoing iines. The proposal of Mellon Institute d
ated Janu- 

ary 21st, 1935 was sert out with the lette
r from the Temporary Organizsa- 
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~2- 

tion Committee dated Feb
ruary 6th, 1935. Briefly, it wes to the effact 

that for en overall sum 
of $25,000.00 Melion Ins

titute will (a) gether 

all the available fact
s and (b) study and evaluate the

m end (c) submit 

= definite report and recomm
endation. 

Naturally Mellon Institut
e will expect the co-oper

ation of 

everyone interested in th
e problem in the accompli

shment of its objective 

and any unexpended monies
 can either be refunded or

 can be used in carry- 

ing out e future program
. 

eonn= 0 0 0 ore" 

Industrial Dust Problem 

Invitations to the Sym
posium on the 

tions and/or Code Authoriti
es. 

were sent to nearly o
ne hundred Trade Asso

cia 

Nearly two hundred pers
ons attended the Sympos

ium at Pittsburgh 

on January 15th, 1935
. 

The report of the Tempora
ry Organization Committee

 was sent on 

February 6th, 1935, to ell those originell
y invited and to all t

hose who 

attended, and copies of 
the report have since bee

n sent to a considerable 

number of other Trade As
sociations and individua

l companies. 

.It was the thought o
f the Temporary Organi

zation Committee that 

4f the $25,000.00 were
 to be underwritten pr

o rata by fifty or wor
e Trade 

Associations or individual
 companies, the amount of each subscri

ption 

gould not exceed $500
.00 and it would be le

ss as the number of su
bscribers 

should exceed fifty. Thus would be provided 
4 nucleus of Trade Assoc

ia- 

tions or individual compen
ies who would be actively 

interested in the pro- 

blem, and who could t
hen forn themselves i

nto & permanent organization 

which would already h
ave the assurance of 

a definite amount of a
vailable 

money. 

Committee has planned as 
soon 4s the 

requisite number of 
fifty contributors ha

s been assured, - to call a meat- 

ing of all contributo
rs asking each of the

m to designate one in
dividual 

who will have full powe
r of representation in 

the formation cf @ perm
anent 

organization. 

The Temporary Organiza
tion 

on of a Permanent Organ
ization, - the Tomporary 

With the formati 
1 have completed its dut

ies. 
Organization Committee

 wil 

The Permanent Organiz
ation - when formed b

y the contributors - 

will select its own of
ficers or committees en

d will determine its own 

and it is logical to 
assumée that the direc

tion of 

e placed in the hands of 
those who are best capabl

e 

Preventive, Legal, Le
gislative 

program and policies, 

its activities will b 

of directing it along t
he lines of Medical, 

and Publicity problems.
 

i Set
e peer None ee on en Tn lal ga no svntenesent

itennmentenie
s an rw i aout 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-5193: Owens-Illinois Glass Company letter to Dr. L. R. Thompson, U.S. Public Healt…
ACL Doc 19676 · Page 19 of 20

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19676/19

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19676/19


No commitments of any kind have
 been made by the Temporary 

Organization Committees a
s +o the future policies 

or program of 4 

permanent organization if an
d when one is formed, except that it ha

s 

been arranged so that contri
butions and membership can be

come known or 

can remain unknown as may be 
elected by the individual cont

ributor. 

wawen 0 0 0 -oer= 

In conclusion - 

A large number of people ha
ve said that they believe th

at 

there should be & central 
clearing house, - oF co-ordinating body - 

to 

represent all industry in 
connection with the {ndust

rial dust problem. 

A Symposium has peen held
 in pittsburgh on January 

15th, 1935. 

8 

ma A Temporary Organization Committee 
was elected to prepare & 

s plan and recommendation as to 
4 permanent organization. 

This plan has been prepared
 and submitted (on February 6th, 

1935). 

Szation shall be formed, a
nd how it 

Whether a permanent organ 

its program is now in the han
ds of 

shail be formed, and what sh
all be 

thoge to whom this “narrative” i
s being gent. 

Roger A. Hitchins 

Aa Chairman - 

Temporary Organization Committe
es. i 

| 
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