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28 January 1974 ' L

The Editor

"Consumers Reszarch”

Bowsrstawn Road ‘
Washington, New Jexrsey 07882

The article on ashestos by Beatrice Trum Hunter in the *°
Jénuary issue of Consumers Research contains some state—
ments and suggestions which should be clarlfled in Lhe
interests of reader information.

While it is recognized that the inhalation of excessive
quantities of asbestos dust can be a serious occupational
health hazard, both the National Academy of Sciences —
in a report prepared for the Fedearal Environmental Pro-
tectiorn Rgency —— and-the International Agency for -Research
on Cancer, a division of the World Bealth Organization,
have concluded that the general publlc is not at risk

-from inhaling the minuscule-amounts of asbastos that have

bean demonstrated to exist in the ambient air. WHO Ffurther
concluded that the available evidence does not indicate a
hazard from ingesting the infinitesimal gquantities-of -
asbe3tos which have been found in water, food, ox drugs.

A conference of more than 125 scientists from 13 nations
meeting in Durbam, North Carolina this past Novembar to
discuss possible risk to the general publlc from ingestion
of asbestos reported no specific relatable conclisions.

Wlth ‘regard to so-called nelghborhood and household cases
of mesothelioma, it may be pointed out that in the huge
chirysotile asbestos-producing region of Quebac, not a -
single case of ma2sothzlioma has ever been discovered,
despite intensive investigations, in the household of an
asbastos miner or in the neighborhoocd of an asbestos mine
or mill. In the United States, only four "houszhold”
masotheliomas have been discovered. Literature is incon-
clusive as to th-.c¢us~ or causez of mesothzliowas.
Because ‘of the long latency pericd of the digeass, tho
gxpoasures vaich la2gd to the casas 1’,ortbu oucurred decades
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- ago at a tiss vhan neither the industry nor the medical

profession kaew very much about asba2stos-related disease or

iha means for its contzol. Today, sophisticated dust controi
equipment and handiing tochniguas virtually eliminata excess-
ive dust exposuxe attributed to asb2stos-related disease.

T+ is not surprising nor should it bz alarming that very
small quantities of asbastos are to be found in ambient air
and water. Asbastos is ubiquitous in our environment. It

A K . N - 5 .
: exists naturally in small, though detectable, amounts in

: serpentine rock formations throughout the world and is
N constantly being released into +the atmosphers through erosion

- - by wind and water. Asbestos is natural to our environment
) and ~- as analysis of dated ice from the polar caps has re-
vealéd -- has been for thousands or even millions of vesars.

Man evolved into his present form in an atmosphere containing
- a natural background of asbestos, both in the air hes brsathed
and in the water he drank. Today's atmospheric levels of

- ) asbestos are considared by the scientific community to be W .
- ) only marginally higher +han in the distant past, a fact not K
to cause fear. ’ -

i * tn the case of asbestos-containing filters, rasearch conducted
- by independent. investigators and by the Food and Drug Admini-
-] stration has shown no correlation between the use of ashestos
Filters and the presence of asbestos fibers in the finished
| - product. In fact, the FDA found that an asbestos filter is
“ o an excellent medium for removing asbestos fibers that may
ST have been present-in the pre-filtered solution! :
a - .ot
On the talc question, the theories of Merliss have been
i criticized. Animal injection experiments conductad by
. . Dr. ¥William Smith of Fairleigh-Dickinson University using
asbestos-containing talc have produced no gastrointestinal
tumors in the test animals.

While Ms. Hunter placed considerable emphasis on the
4 asbestos migration study. of Cunningham and Pontefract, it is
misleading, at the least, that no mention was made of the
studies of Swinburn, Smith, Davis, or Bonser and Clayton,
all 6f whom directly fed asbestos in large quantities to

test’animals without being able to produce a single tumor :
of any type.

Wnile we can sympathize with Is. Huntex's concern over
asbestos bacause of its problems in the occupational setting,
we do-not feel that it is in the best interest of the public
to raise fears and speculation unjustified by knawm facts
and contradicted by wajor naticnal and inta2rnational haazalth

bodies.
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# The asb3stos industry isg wall aware of the risk to health of
1 eic=551vo dust and has made available to employeaes effective
dust-sliminating or protﬂCtlv equlom,nt, and 1thon51nUQS
intensive ressarch into the asbastos—hsalth relationship.
Sipcerely, : o . v;_ﬂ."
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