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During the pest tuo weeks, the fact that General Electric has planned to’ discontinue the monufacture of heat-resistant phenolic roidias material using asbestos as 4 filler, becane known and later coufizmed as true. During a discussion with Hr. Ken Price, Molding Engineer, end Mr. Andy Anderson, Purchasing Agent, at the General Electric plant in Plainville, Cornecticuz, they indfcated the decison had been made five weeks azo be- . | 
cause of OSUA-“reculresents. The decision was prinarily rads tor tig : reasons: firgt, General Electric didn't want to fovese expenciture needed. , ' 
to purchase eyuiprent to meat OSHA require ots Lochs maau“acturiag pleat; ; 
second, one of General Eieciric's locaci-ns “hich-w2s_oolding asbestos Se opeely materia. wes citeu for violations cf JSiA Fe gulations specifying the PRES minivun asbestos coutent in the air. - 7 

. Whet initially appears to be an excellent chance tc gain business where G. E. heat resistant materials sre uci, muy turu into a sertfous loag-tera threat to all suppifers of csbestos filled Phenolic molding ratertals. While G. =. sales Pperscnnel ara ciscussing their discont‘nuance of the [ , product with their customirs, they art _enphesiziag the hazards the nolders face by using the as destas filled naterfels due to OShA requireneats, 
The inittal reactions Tt have reecetyed at three larce customers using G. FE, asbestos materials have Siow deep concern in continuing tolding asbestos filled macertals, ackon Ine. hag Taquested Letters of policy in the making, handling, end uso Of aibestoe filled chegoiics from all of their suppliers 
a3 4 result of che fr. £, visit, Toxus Jastrments, uvhich uses abouc 7504 lbs. aanually of Cenal 4300 (asbestos filled), is preparing to bevin 2a full scales evaluation of G. EB. heat Tesistait materials using other fillers 
in3teed of ayoestos, br, Pete Cutler, Preductioa Engineer, indicated that ' 

G. E. his assured Texas Instruments thac equivalent molding rzterials with : 
Out esbestosz will ba develoned to replace Cenal 4300 before C. E. elscqn— | at ' 

’ tiaues manufacturing the Product in January 1973. The c. EF, Plant in “* 
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P. Be POTTER : -2- October 5, 1972 

Plainville has indicated that 
the internal policy for all G.

 E. plants is 

to find equivalent substitutes
 for all asbestos filled phen

olic coldcing 

materials now being used. 
, . 

Prom these initial responses 
I have received in the New En

gland area, the 

use of asbestos fillicd paterial by nolders m
ay seriously become jeopardi

zed. 

The extent of the problem wil
l be strongly influenced by t

he success of 

G. E. to replace the use of asbesto
s in heat resistant molding n

aterials. 

As of this date no sanples ha
ve been sent out by G. E. and indications 

point to the fact they may no
t have one developed yet that

 has been fully 

tested. But in the meantine, G. E,_ {3
 creating a denaad for a ney 

heat 

resistant material without as
bestos. It appears they are selling a

 new 

‘product before they bave one. = a wee ere 
a a ee ome 

With the current situation, I belleve UCC should begin takin
g sons positive 

action. First, it should iveadiately 
be determined with the existi

ng OsHA —Cer © 

‘yequirenents whether the m
older risks any possible r

epercussions in OSTA 

‘violations by using asbestos fille
d molding materials. If not, a detailed 

. ferter should be sent to all ph
enolic salesten explaining OSHA 

requirements 

with the intene for then to e
xplain this information to th

eir custorers. © 

_ Jf it is show definite poteat
ial OSHA violatioas exist usin

g asbestos 

filled molding caterials, an a
ctive developnent progres shou

ld be started 

to find a suitable replacement
 for asbestos. 

Positive ation taken now mey
 help reduce possible confusio

a with our c.is- 

toners in. the near future rega
rdiag CSEA requirerents. If it 16 found a 

substitute uaterial is needed,
 an eurly developuent progran s

huuld help UCC 

= keep a step ahead of couretit
ion. . -o ’ 

@ 

¢ 7 : ‘ s 

s 
. : bd 

° 
“ 2 . . 

- “ot . . . - . ra : . : 4. /. Dai
 ene 

o~
 

. 

ad 

- 8. B. NELSOX ' 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-5303: S. B. Nelson to P. B. Potter on General Electric's Plan to Discontinue Asbestos…
ACL Doc 19765 · Page 2 of 2

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19765/2

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19765/2

