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Durin; the past tro vweeks, the fact that General Electric has plaaned to
discoatinua the raaufacture of heat-resistant phenolic coiding material

u3ing asbestos as g filler, becaze known and later coafir=ed as trus.

During a discussion with Hr. Ken Price, Folding Engireer, =ad M, A2y ‘
Anderson, Purchasing Agent, at the General Electriec plant in Plainville,
Cocaecticuz, they indf{cated the decison had been made five weaks agzo be-

cause of OSuA-recuirements, The decision was pricarily cada for two

second, one of General Etcenric's locacions Thich-sr2g5 _polding asbestos
—— —— xﬁ -

© macerfal ves citeu for violations cf uSHA rcgulativos specifying the
nin{wym asbestos contegt in the air. - o

. What inftfally apoears to bn an excellent chance tc gzin business wvhere
G. E. hrat resistant waterials are ucaj, may turs into a serifous loag-tern

threat to all Suppliers of csbestos filled phenolic molding raterials.
Wnile G. £. sales. perscannel are discussing their disccatfnuznce of the

face by using E&gﬁgg?ggggs filled pateriels due to OSH@_;Eggiyggents.

" The inf{tial reactlions I hava rireeived at three lazge cuatomers using G.
a5bestos materials have siiown deep concern in continuing molding asbestos
filled macerials, lagkon Ine, hag requested letters of policy in: the making,
handling, end use of asbestoe filled vhegolies from ell of their suppliers
a3 a result of che r. g, visis, Taxus Iastr-aents, vhich uses about 7504

1b8. manually of Cenal 4300 (astestos filled), is preparing to begia a2

full scal: evaluation of G. E. heat Tesiataar materials using ozher fillers
lp3tzad of asvedtasd,  Hr, Pete Cutler, Prcduction Ingineer, indicated that
G. E. his assurad Texas Instruncats thae cquivalent rolding m=terials with-
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out asbestos will bg davelopad to replace Geual 4300 before G. E. dlsc
" tiaues manufacturiang the Product in Jaauary 1973. The G. E. plant in

ic' i i Asbestos...
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Teasons: first, Ceaeral Electric didn't want to inwvrst cxpcndigprc_needed_:
to purchase equiprent to peat OSEA requirer:.ots i ¢ha canu®3ctnriag planc; :

product with their custorars, they ar: enphesiziag the hazards .the molders / [
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Piainvillé has indicated that the internal policy for all ¢. E. plants is
to find equivalent substitutes for all asbestos filled paenolic colding
paterfals now being used. ' ' -

From these initial responses I tave received in the New Englend area, the
use of asbestos filled gaterial by nolders may saeriously become jeopardized.
The extznt of the problem will be strongly influenced by the success of

G. E. to replace the use of asbestos in heat rcaistant molding naterials.
As of this date no samples have been sent out by G. E. and indicationms
point to the fact they may not have one developed yet that has been fully
tested. But in the meantire, gl_g,“iq_creating a demaad for a mew heat
cesistant material without asbestos. It appears they are sclling a nev
product before they bave one. S T e T '
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With the curreat situation, I belleva UCC should bezin taking soos positive

ection. First, it should yz=odiately be determined with the exlsting O3HA —&weT &2
‘requirecents vhether the molder risks any possible repercussions in osBA

- yiolations by using asbestos filled molding paterials. If not, a detailed

. {etteT Should be sent to all phenolic salescen explaining OSHA regquirements

with the intent for thex to explain this inforpation to their custozers.

I€ it is showm definite potential 03HA violaetlods exist using asbestos

£1{1led molding rcaterials, an active development progral should be started
to find a suitable raplacenent for esbastos.

Positive éﬁtion taken now ma2y help reduce possible confusion with our cas—
tomcrs in’ thas near future regardiag GStA zequirerents. If it i found a
substitute uaterial is needed, an eurly develcpuent prograa should help TCC

* keep a step ahead of camelition. . ‘
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