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This meeting was held at the request of Bruce Carpenter concerming
cubject of the toxicity of asbestos RE-24% oroduct.
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CALL REPORT R 12/8/71
Yor=h Amerjcan Rockwell
Ashtabule, Ohio

) Mp. Carpenter, during our Tuncheon, men~ioned that they were having
some ¢ifficulty with their polyester faminating Tormulations containing the
RG-244, principally wet-out. They had encouncered this problem before when
utilizing the RE-244 sometime 2go and, based on our recommendations, started
using a glycol (propylene giycol) to enhance =ne wet-out. According to Bruce
the glycoels did eliminate the wet-out problem; however, recently they came to
realize that a blistering probiem that they had been cbserving for some <ime

s

was cdiractly related to the use of the clycol. In dascribing the problem, ne
szid that the gel coat laminate plague wes Tound 0 blister in the gel coat
surface as soon as 24 hours after being immerged in water. .7his had not bean
a problem prior to the use of the glycol and, according *o Bruce, they have
evaluated *his prcblem rather extensively over the last several months, and
definitely tied it to the presence of glycol. Apparently, it mekas no
differsnce as to what type of glycol is used. Even more strangely is the

Fact that the Histering takes place in the gel coet but the glycol and asbestes
are only present in the laminate. However, analysis of moisture in the gel
coat blisters repsatedly showed the presance of glycol. When glycol is
removed from the laminate formulation the blistering probiem was not evident
jn the gel coat surface. Unfortunately, removal of the glycol results in wet-
out problems with the RG-244 polyester laminate. i informed Bruce of our
recent results with the non-ionic surfactants Tween 20 and Tween 60 for
improved thixotropy and wet-out and suggested them as a possible alternative
to the glycols. Not only have they been indicative of a more efficient system
than the glycols but less quantities are required as well. Bruce is very
interested and promised to look at this as soon as possible.

RECOMMENDED ACTION

BLT - Follew up with Bruce Carpanter first week in January.
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