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As a member of a "Special Committee on Asbestos in Joint Treatment 
Compounds" under the auspices of the Gypsum Association, I am 
reporting on the recommendations which were proposed at their 
first meeting on August 8, 1973. One recommendation was that ail 
joint compound manufacturing members of the Gypsum Association 
affix the OSHA asbestos caution label on all containers of joint 
compounds, powder and ready-mix. 

Both the Naticnal Gypsum Company and the U. S. Gypsum Company 
submitted test data on mixing and sanding joint compounds. ith 
respect to asbestos fiber concentrations, both reports were in- 
agreement that mixing powder joint compounds resulted in fiber 
cencentrations that usually exceeded OSHA standards, and in seme 

instances, greatly exceeded OSHA standards. 

The two reports were also in agreement on data resulting from 
sancing the dried jeint compounds. The fiber concentrations, 
irem both powder and ready-mix joint compounds, were all lower 
than OSHA stencderds. It was on the basis of our test deta (Cand 
the regulations cited in title 292, Chapter XVII, Section 1910.¢2a, 
paragraph . (2) cf the Federal Register dated June 7, 1972) that 
we reechecYae decision in August, 1972 to print the OSHA asbestos 
caution label cn all begs of powder joint compounds, but not to 
label the containers ef ready-mix joint compounds. 

It was reported et the Gypsum Asscciation Committee meeting the 
the Naticnal Gypsum Company was affixing the OSHA asbestos caution 
labei on containers of ready-mix joint cempound on their contenvisn 
thet the éeppiicater has the right to know that a product contains 
&@ petentialiy hezardous ingredient; other committee menbers 
concurred. I stateé, hewever, that approval by USG of the OSHS 
asbestes caution label cn ready-mix joint compound containers was 
contingent on aprrovéel by our Marketing and Legal Departments. 

Since the time of the comaittee meeting I nave seen two other 
competitor's ready-mix joint compound centeiners that have 

"Tep-Pro Ready-Mixed Vinyl Taping 

t 

asbestes caution labels. 

Cement" treducted ty the Roach Paint Cc c=upany of Dallas, Texas 

hes @ t-1/8" x 8-5/8" label cn the top of their cardboard carton 

as foltews: "CAUTION - Centains Asbestos Fibers - Avoid Creating 
Dust. Ereathing usDestcs Dust Mey Ceuse Serious Bedily Harm. we 
De Net Recommend § ancing Of Our Jeint Cement. For Best Results, 
We Recommend Scenging Joints to Eliminate Dust". Another procuct, 

"Paco Vinvi Ready-Mixed Joint Cement" preduced by Paco Textures 

Cempany cf Dallas, Texas has the CSHA asbestos caution label cn 

the carton. 
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the committee was that all joint 

compound manufacturing members of the 
Gypsum Association should 

affix a uniform caution statement for
 siliceous and nuisance 

dusts on all containers of powder and 
ready-mix joint compouncs 

as follows: "CAUTION - When: mixing and/or dry sandi
ng this product 

wear eye protection and a respirator
 which is U. S. Bureau or 

ines approved for toxic, nuisence and
 pneumoconiosis producing 

dusts. Wet sending or sponging is recommend
ed where practicable.” 

For ready-mix products, omit phrase "m
ixing and/or" in first ‘line 

of the statement. 

Another recommendation by 

Reports submitted by the National Gy
psum Company for powder and 

ready-mix joint compounds have the foll
owing statement in their 

summary: "Tests showed that the total and’ respirab
le dust. 

released during the mixing operatio
n and the sanding operation 

will exceed the éllowable OSHA limits."
 USG has not conducted 

tests for the total and respirable fr
action of siliceous and 

nuisance dusts. 

My recommencations are és follows
: 

1. I believe that the OSHA asbestos ca
ution label on ready-mix 

compounds would not be a handicap to sa
les, especially if it 

were universaliy adopted. However, I recommend that this 

decision be referred to the Marke
ting and Legal Departments 

for approval. 

2. Although stancardés have been estab
lished by OSHA for maxinum 

levels of the total and the respirable 
fractions of siliceous 

ang nuisance dusts in che work environment, there are no
 

specific, mancatory ce ction labels suc
h es that for esbestcs. 

However, cautionary label statement
s would be reguired if any 

fereseeable use, particularily the mixin
g and sanding of the 

joint compouncs, will result in du
st levels that exceed OSHA 

standards. 

Tests are scheduled in Denver in mid
 September to establish, énong 

other things, the dust leveis 
created by mixing end sanding 

joint 

compouncs. Samples of powder tepping joint comp
ound and re2dv-nrix 

joint compound will be submitted
 py’ six Gypsum Association joi

nt 

crpoung manuzecturing members in a-blincfold test. The resuicts 

Zl) be menitered by an incepencen
t industrial hygiene testing 

poeratery Which hes not yes be
en setectec. I recomnend thet « 

1 éecisicn on the ageptien of a uniform Gypsum Association c
ust 

=e lebel be deferred untit tne mixing and sancing tests are
 ot
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