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As a member of a "Specizl Comnittee on Asbestos in Joint Treatment
Compounds" under the zuspices of the Gypsum Association, I am
repcrting on the recommendations which were proposed at their
first meeting on August 8, 1973. One recommendation was that all
joint cozpound manufacturing mexmbers of the Gypsum Association
affix the OSHA asbestos caution label on 211 contazne“s of jeint
compounds, powder and ready-mlx.

Both the Naticnal Gypsum Company and the U. S. Gypsum Company
submitted test data on mixing and sandzng joint compounds, ith
respect to asbestos fiber concent“aslons, both reports were in-.
agreement that mixing powder joint compounds resulted in fiber
cencentrations that usually exceeded OSHA standards, and in scne
instances, greztly exceeded OSHA standarcs.

The TWo reports were zlso in agreement on data resulting from
sancing the dried jeint compounds. The fiber concentr at*ons,
frcm both powder and ready-mix joint compounds, were 2ll lower
+than 0SE4 standerds. It was on the basis of our test data (and
the “engatlcns cited in title 29, Chapter XVII, Section 1810.¢2a,
pa*agﬂcbn - (2) c; the Federzl Register dated June 7, 1872) that

we rezchec’z decisicn in August, 1872 +o print the OSEA asbestos
cauticn lzkel cn all bags of powder joint compounds, but not to
lzbel the ccntainers cf ready-mix joint compounds.

It was repcrted a2t the Gypsum Assccizticn Committee meeting the
<he Nzticnel Gypsum Company was affiXLng the OSHA asbestos cau:;cn
lzbe: on ccntainers of ready-mix joint ccmpound on their contenzion
that the earctiicater has the right +to know <haT a product coniains
a pctentiazlly hazarcous ingredient; other committee menbers
ccnecurred. I stated, hcwever, that aprroval by USG of the 0SHa
asbestcs caution lzbel cn rezdy-mix joint ccmpound containers was
contingent on aprroval by our Markeling and Legal Departoense.
Since <he +ime of the ccmmitTee meeting I have seen two other
ccmpetiter's readv—mix joint ccmpound contTainers that have
zsbestos cauticn lzbels, "”co-*“o Ready-Mixed Vinyl ;au*ng
Cement" gsroccucted by the Roach Paint Cc cmpany of Dallas, Texas
has & :-1/E" x B-5/B" lzbel cn the Top cf their cardboard carzen
25 feligws: "CaUTION - Centazins Asbestos Fibers - Avoid Creazing
Dust. Zrezthing ~s:estcs Dust May Cause Serious Bedily Earm. We
Do lict Reccmmend S wc*ng 0f Our Jeint Cemenz. Tor Best Resulis,
We Reccmmend Soconging Joints To fliiminate Dust". Another productT,
"Pagcs Vinyil Ready-Mixed Joint Cement" prccduced by Paco Textures
Cempany cf sailas, Texas has the CSEA zsbestos caution label ¢n
the carzen.
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J. H. Walker

1873

the committee was that 2ll joint

mbers of the Gypsum Association should

asfix a uniform caution statement for siliceous gn? nuisance o

dusts on all containers of powder and ready-mix joint comz_:ounnsd .
follows: "CAUTION - When mix2ng and/or dry sanding this produc

a2 ,O; e p;otectlon Znd a respirator which is U. S. Bureau ol

w?i}s zgpﬂaved for toxic, nuisance and pneumoconiosis proggclng "

dusts. Wet sanding or sponging is recgm@ended wheﬁe_prag.zcab}e.

Tor réady-mix products, omit phrase "mixing and/or"™ in first - line

of the statement.

Another recommendat%cn by
compound manufacturilg me

Reports submitted by the National Gypsum Qompany for Po?deihaﬁi
readv-mix joint compounds have the followlgg stgte:intdln exr
summary: "Tests showed that the total and respirable uit__
released during the mixing operation aﬁd the sanding opeaatlog
will exceed the zllowable OSHA limits. use has.ggt con ucze
+ests for the tetzl and respirable fraction of silicecus an

nuisance dusts.
My reccmomencations are as follows:

-

I believe that the OSHA asbestos caution label on ready-mix

- cenpounds would not be a hendicap to sales, especially if ix
o dae .
oewe universally adopted. Eowever, I recommend that this
decision be referred to the Marketing .and Legal Departments
fcr approval.
2. Al-hough stancdards have been estzblished by OSHA for maxizum

jevels of the totzl and the respirable frictions of siliceous
ané nuisance dusts in [he weTk env1rcnmen;,*ther§ ire go o
specific, mandatory cz.tion lzbels such as shaz oz az gih:i.
However, czuticnary 1label statements you;é be -eg?lre ‘l:b:‘y
fo-eseezble use, particularly The miXing :nd*s%n ing oa 655‘
joint compouncs, will result in dusT levels that excee SEA
dards.

-— -

sTeaal

Denver in mid September to establish, zmong
leveis created by nixing and sanding joInt
powder tepping joint compound.anq ready-mix
submitTed by'six Gypsum ASSOCLETION JO-OT
cmpound manufzcTuring members in a:;linéfold Test. The rsfu;:s
313 ve : A by an indepencdent incus 2l hygiene tesiing
Thas "been seilectec. I recommend That

Tests are scheduled In
other things, the dust
cempounds. Samples ol
jcih: cempound will be
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1zber . - . - i . -
:?D-ﬁ cecisicn on the adepTich OI 2 Unizoim Gypsum AssOClaTion usT
Il;".c... g it . - - '“_.'1 - . - ~ - d SanC:.ng tests are

; zbel ferred until the MIXXNE &n

nazard lebel be deZerT

cocncucted in Denver.
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