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1 will try te respond to your custoners’ coucern about asbestos fiber prompted by cur lsbeliag of joiat system bags. This Caution label ts recuired by che Occupetional Safecy end Realth Adainistration (OSHA). We bave always used asbestos fiber ia our joist system products, so {if there is a hezard, ic is ao different today chan it bes been fa the past. The hasard te the inhalation of asbestos fiber, The degree of hazard would depend ou the concentratioa of asbestos fiber in the afr ead duration of exposure to chat eit. The bealth problems esacciated with. esbeatos have occurred in sicustions vhere workere have been exposed to bigh conceacrarcions of asbestos fiber over s period of years. Joint compounds contain relecively small percantages (2-8%) af asbeatos fiber. , 

OSHA has imposed a number of astringent standards on plants were products are menufaccured containing asbestos Siber. These {oclude limitations on tne concentration of fiber in the air, procedures for headling che sebdestos £115 T, wae Of protective devices (ras- picators), periodic sedical examinations, and Labeling of all products centeiaing asbestos fiber. 

I am not aware of any OSHA tegulations for the vee of joint system products. However, (¢ is recognized that there ts soue exposure 
during the mixing of dry products and the sanding of jotats after the jeiat compounde bsevwe been eppited. The level ef asbestes . 
fiber _comcentration at these tiaas {9 not presently knowa. the iadustxy is curreatiy plauning tests to determine the level ef 

aw airborpe asbestos during the atx ing and sanding. Ie the mesotine, 7s would probably be advisable for workers engaged fe these operations 
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to wear respirators. Once sixed or wetted, the asbestos fiber is - not subject to becoming airborne and, therefore, is ao -lenger “ hazardous. For exaaple, reedy mized products would present ac 
problem other cham perhaps the sending. 

RECEIVED py 
YUN 21 1973 

SYPSUM Division 

GP 009365 

Union Carbide trial exhibit UC-5477: C. W. Lehnert to John Woodsmall on Asbestos Fiber in Joint Compounds (197…
ACL Doc 19907 · Page 1 of 2

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/19907/1

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/19907/1


Me. Joka Voodenal] Ze . June 19, 1973 

Ona solution of the asbescos fiber problem for sll conceraed is 
to eliminete it from eur products. We are eugaged ta a pr 
te find ways to do this. Osr first efforts were vith jotat systen 
textures because we fale the spray application presented some 
special prebleas. At this tims wa are about 90% converted te 
non-esbestos texture fermilas. We are sow directing eur attention 
to eur dry and ready atxed joint canpounds. 

1 bope this informstion will enewer eur customers’ questioas 
concerning che possible hazards of asbestos fiber end the actions 
being taken to elisinace or miniuize chose beserds. 
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