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1 will try te respond to your customers' coocarn about asbestos
fiber promptad by cur lsbeliag of joint syscea bags. This
caution label Ls recuired by che Occupstional Safaty end Bealth
Administration (OSHA). We bawve always used asbestes fiber {a
our joint systam products, s0 {f there is a bhazard, it isa w0
differeat today chan it hes bean {n the past. The hagard fs the
inbalation of asbestos fiber. The degree of hazard would depend
ou the coacentratioca of asbestos fiber i{n tha alr aod duration
of exposure to that sir. The bealth problems asasociated wich.
ssbeatns have occurred in situstions where vorkars have bsen
exposed to bigh coacentrsrions of asbestos fiber over s .period

of years. Joint compounds coatain telactively small parcantages
(2-8L) of asbestos fiber. :

OSHA has imposed a nusher of stringent standards on plants wiers
products are mesnufactured containing asbestos Siber. These {oclude
limitations on the coacentracion of fiber in the air, procsdures
for handling the ssbestos £t Ty ust of protactive devices (ras-
pitators), periodic smedical sxsminations, and labeling of all
products centaining asbestos fiber,

I am not aware of say OSHA regulations for the ues of ioint systam
products. However, (¢t i{s recogaized that there Ls sowe exposure
during the aixiag of dry products and the sanding of joiats aftar
the jeiant compounde have been applisd. Tha lewml of asbastes .
fibar cemcantration at these timss {s not pressntly known. 7The
iasdustxy Ls curreatly plaoning tests to datsrmine the level of
\ airborme asbestos duriag the eix iag sod sanding. la the ssaotime,
>it would prodably be advisable for workers eagaged {n these eperatiocas
/:o WeaT respirators. Ouce mixed or wetted, the asbestans fiber ig
- not subject to becaiing sirborne and, therefore, 1s a0 leager
- hazardeus. For exasple, ready wized products would present mo
problad other tham parhips the sanding.
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Ona selution of the asbescos fider problem for all conceraed is
to elimingte 1t from eur products. Ve are sugaged 1{a 2 pr

te find ways to do this. Osr first efforts were with joint systea
taxtures because we falt the spray applicstion presented some
spacial prebleas. At this tiss wa are about 90T coaverted to
non-ssbastos taxture formulas. We ars sow directing eur sttention
to our dry and ready mixed jofnt canpounds .

1 bope this informstion will saswer eur customers' questiocas

concsraing the possidle baxards of ssbestos fiber and the actions
baing taken to slisinaze er minimizs those basards.
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