|
| OFFICIAL JOURNAL

| International Association

| Heat and F rost Insulators
and Asbestos: Workers

ISSUED MONTHLY

4 .,
GENERAL EXECUTIVE BOARD

JOSEPH A. MULLANEY, PRESIDENT ALBEAT . BUDD, SECOND vice-Pres.
' ABRAM OLSON, FIRSY VICE-PRESIDENT "JOHN MCCORMACK, THIRD VICE-PRES.
THOMAS J, MCNAMARA, SECREYARY-TREASURER

k.

The Asbestos Worker, 1912, October 1912 (Vol. 1, No. 7) Published by AsbestosClaims.Law
ACL Doc 21309 - Page 1 of 16 asbestosclaims.law/library/21309/1


https://asbestosclaims.law/library/21309/1

56

Arrist

Feld at New FToark itz

“
Q
N
B
3
]
o
[~
A
N
3
<
S
B
3
1
3
)
“
(™
3
By
iy
]
”
]
i
B
2
&y
=
A
]
4]
5
o
ol
P
)
%
3}
(o]
By
[
B
&
A
o]
R
W]
R
Q
<]
x
3]

The Asbestos Worker, 1912, October 1912 (Vol. 1, No. 7) Published by Asb s.Law
ACL Doc 21309 - Page 2 of 16 asbestosclaims.law/library/21309/2



https://asbestosclaims.law/library/21309/2

Official Organ of International

Association of Heat and Frost Insulators

and Asbestos Workers

DIGEST OF TRADE CONDITIONS.

Being well into the latter half of
the year 1912, we are more and motre
jmpressed with the wonderful progress
pusiness has made since the first of
the year. It was to be expected that
the Presidential campaign would re-
tard business progress, but the multi-
plication of candidates, parties and
jssues has brought about a political
condition which is really heiping the
business situation. A clearly defined
contest between two candidates or
two parties on one or two issues of
vital importance might have serious-
ly hampered business activity. While
some business may be more or less
affected by the political situation un-
til November first, even politics can-
not prevent the gradual but persis-
tent expansion in most lines which is
now taking place, and which bids fair
to continue through the year.

Aside from the labor situation, the
largest cloud in an otherwise clear
business sky, has been the number
and size of Business Fallures. . Fail-
ures for July were 1153 against 1013
for the previous month, and 1027 for
the corresponding month of last year.
The total liabilities were one-half mil-
fion dollars more than in Uune, and
nearly ¢ million dollars more than in
July, 1911. This was the largest num-
ber of fallures ever reported for July
and the largest total liabilities for
that month, with the exception of
July, 1908. It is beleved that these
figures indicate a cleaning-up and a
wiping out of weak conceras. The

next two or three months will show
whether or not this is the case.

Immigration for June was much less
than for May, but considerably heavi-
er than June of last year and heavier
than the five-year average.

Bank Clearings for July for the
United States set a new record at 14
billion dollars while clearings, exclu-
sive of New York City, also set a new
July record at ¢ billion dollars,

The activity in the Building line
continued through July, a total of 89
million dollars worth of buildings be-
ing under construction in 125 cities
reported as against 8§83 million dollars
for the same month last year. The
gain over 1910 was more than 30%.
Twenty leading cities, including New
York, show a deerease of nearly two
million when compared with July of
last year, which was largely accounted
for by the fact that Manhattan show-
ed a decrease. Three-fifths of 1the
cities reporting showed an increase
over last year, which is gratifying.

For the month of June, 410 rail-
roads operating nearly 200 thousand
miles, showed Gross Earnings of 203
million dollars, an increase of 14 mil-
lion dollars or 7%% over the previous
July. The same roads reported net
earnings of more than 65 million dol-
lars, a gain of three million dollars,
or more than 6% over July of the pre-
vious year. The gains shown are
good indications, but in considering
them we must remember that earn-
ings last year were unsatisfactory and
a considerable gain was necessary to
the successful conduct of the leading
1oads.

(Gross earnings for the first six
months of 1912 are reported at 1329
million dollars against 1278 million
dollars for the corresponding period
of 1611, making a gain of 51 million
dollars, or 4%. This offsets the 26

:,
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AQitton dollap deerease shown for tho
first six months of {911, as compared
with the previous year, and when
compated with the situation for the
past ten years, is a fairly satistactory
showing in gross. For the month of
July roads reporting operations on 90
thousand miles show a galn of 9%
over last year, or nearly six million
dollars.

While 56 thousand Freight Cars
were idle on the first of August, these
cars are in immediate demand for
crop moving, and it is at present im-
possible to get cars at some points.
The car shortage will probably be
more acute as the season progresses,
and any considerable advance in grain
prices causing a large movement to
market would cause a congestion.
Higher average live stock prices are
increasing shipments.

The Steel and Iron business is still
the vital and uplifting factor in the
husiness world. This activity is mak-
ing business for everyone. The big
iron production for the first half of
1912, which is reported at 14 million
tons, was never equaled in the first
half of any year except 1910, when it
was nearly one million tons larger.
The production for the first half of
1911 was less than 12 million tons.
Should the present vite of production
continue, a4 new record will be set for
the ouipid of a calendar year. Nearly
all branches of the steel Dbusiness
show a healthy condition and an out-
pnt far above average and almost up
to capacity. The hest feature is that
better prices prevail.

Shipments of Anthracite Coal for
the first six months of this year were
only 2¢ million tons against 35 mil
lion tons for the same period last
vear. July shipments added G285
thousand tons to these figures, an in-
crease of 1481 thousund tons compar-
ed with I1a«t July. Anthracite prices
are higher and prepared sizes are
gearcer, bhut no real famine is expect-
ed.

The production of Gold from the
Transvaal during July totaled 766
thousand ounces, which figure has
been exceeded by only two individual
months this year and was never equal-
ed previous to the year 1912 by any
month's production. The daily pro-
duction of the Rand Mines so far for
this year stands at almost 25 thousand
fine ounces, compared to 22 thousand
last vear, and slightly over 20 thou-
sand the year betore. The total pro-
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duction of these mlues for seven
months was 5304 thousand ounces,

The average price of all Commodi-
ties stands to-day at a figure which
was equaled in April, 1910, and in
May of this year, but aside from these
two months has not been equaled
stnce the Civil War. Careful study of
this situation by economists has
brought about a general aceeptance of
the belief that increased gold produc-
tion means inereased commodity
prices. While these two may not
increase in the same degree, as com-
modity prices are affected by many
other conditions, a eomparison of gold
production with commodity prices for
a period of years, by months, shows
that heavy gold production has always
been accompanicd by higher prices.

The only thing which will assist
materially in bringing about Ilower
prices for Foodstuffs within the next
few months is the promised tremen-
dous farm output. An average of sev-
eral hundred reports made by the best
erop authorities indicates a crdp of
1050 million bushels of corn, includ-
ing silage; 1200 million bushels of
oats; 35 million bushels of rye; 200
million bushels ¢f barley: 990 million
pounds of tobacco; 70 million tons of
hay; 12 to 13 million bales of cotton.
including linters: 24 million bushels
of rice: 370 mallion bhushels of pota-
toes. These crops, if they are suc-
cessfully harvested and housed, coupl-
ed with the unusually good fruit and
vegetable crops, will set a new figure
for one year's farm production for this
country. The crops of sugar beets,
onions, tomsatoes, cabbages and lima
hears will be above the average.
which is also true of apples, pears,
peaches. grapes, cantaloupes and
watermelons. The few fruit and
vegetable crops which are below aver-
age are only slizhtly below, and good
crops in general are practically as
sured.

The new spirit of “live and let live”
between employer and employee has
rained considerable headway during
the past few weeks, Difficulties which
might have resulted in serious strikes
have been settled in  numerous In-
stances, while several important difi-
cuities are now being arbitrated. Con-
ditions are such that a year or two
without serious labor disturbances
would mean a great deal ultimately
to the people of this country.

settling difficulttes will grow In tavor.
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- SULNLNAL PHLSIDLNT'S HEPORT.

the  Officers
Greeting:

To and  Members- -
In this, my iultia} reporti, let me
§ay at the very outset that though
our Official Journai is, as it should
be, the medium through which we ex-
change trade views, and mould both
sentiment ang opinion, it is already
my adopted policy to deal as briefly
as possible with the ordinary happen-
ings and incidents occurring during
the performance of my official dutjes.
My objects in this are twofold. It
will enable me tgo leave unsaid many
things in reference to the overzealous-
ness or misdirected energy of some
now numbered among our member-
ship. 1t will alse enible me to with-
bold anything which in my opinion
will do no more good by its appear-
ance than choke our Official Journal
with critical literary effusions, pro-
tests, advice, and the usual on: hun-
dred and one things incident to trade
controversies that have their  begin-
ning in honest, but much too detailed,
officers’ reports, tor et it be well un-
derstood that nuny - conversations,
meetings, conferences and  inecidents
both conducive and imperative to our
general betterment along clean, hon-
orable trade union lines should never
appear in print, for he it remembered
that “everybody’s business is nohody’s
business.”
word on the thought. ‘Those anong
you who give to the general member-
ship a snggestion contribute something
of much more value than dues and as-
sessments, as it is a well known fact
that money can build the ship, but a
dollar cannot steer her. My own sHg-
gestions shall be tound in each sue-
ceeding issne of onr Official Journal
under ditterent, separiate headings.
My efforts sinee Convention tollow:
On August 13th, | attended and wd-
dresced the meeting of Loeal No, 14,
and arranged the
furthering the

tdetails necessary to
final adoption of the

So much tor the deed. A,

fnltintlon fee ag agreed to, and ug-
derstood, by both cmployers and Leg-
eal No. 14. At the request of the Lo-
cal, 1 acquiesced to a time extension
of two weeks, nmaking August 30th the
rate of introduction for the twenty-
five dollar initiation fee.

August 17th to 23rd was spent by
me at our General Office, St. Loufs,
where in conjunction with Secretary-
I'reasurer MceNamara, | arranged for
the transferring and proper re-deposit-
ing of the funds. The issuing of new
stationery, Official Journal, and other
general office dtails were taken up
and many changes introduced. While
there I attended and addressed the
meeting of lLocal No. 1, and also con-
ferred with President Grob, Conven-
tion Delegate Weiss and Business
Agent McNamara, in relafion to local
trade conditions upon which a plan
of action was outlined and agreed up-
on.

1t may be worth mentioning that St.
Louis is 100 per cent union for our
craft and that lLocal No. 1 enjoys a
flat minimum five dollar rate of wage.

August 30th found me in Philadel-
phia, at the special meeting of Iocal
No. 14, held to ratify the trade agree-
ment and Local Constitution an- By-
laws. As I had previous!ly contribut-
ed my miite towards the rehabilitating
of Local No. 14, it afforded me much
personal pleasure to preside on this
oceasion, and when 1 took the {rain
for New York City [ lert bzhind a lLo-
cal with execlusive closed shop recog-
nition, and trade agreements  signed
by all employers that call for a fiftcen
cent daily wage increase.

1 postponed a previous engagement
in order to be again in I’hiladelphia
on September 16th, where | was call-
ed by Local N. 14 over a question of
trade agreement interpretation as to
clause covering improvers. Confer-
enees between certain employers, the
Pusiness Agent and myself during the
day, and with the Executive Board in
session before the meeting succeeded
in settling the matter to the entire
satisfaction of all concerned as per
resolution adopted at Local meeting
that foliowed.

Fraternally submitleq,

W(FQ‘ Q. r\ww

General President.

————
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THE INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
HEAT AND FROST INSULATORS
AND ASBESTOS WORKERS

i Published Monthly at Headquarters,
St. Louis, Mo.

Address all communications to
THOMAS J. McNAMARA,
Secretary-Treasurer
2516 Slattery St. St. Louis, Mo.

Subscription, One Doliar per year in
advance.

To insure publication copy should
be at office on the 20th.

OCTOBER, 1912.

No. 7

Vor. 1.

GENERAL SECRETARY-TREASUR-
ER REPORT

Complying with the request of the
Pittsburg Local to visit their city or
my way to the convention and attend
a special meeting called for that pur-
vose, I favored them with ti}eir 1e-
quest.

Said meeting was well attended,
and from all accounts received at that
meeting and from assurance of the of-
ficers of the Pittsburg Local, in the
near future the Pittsburg l.ocal will
be one of the best organized locals af-
nliated with the association.

Leaving Pittsburg. 1 arrived in
New York City to attend the conven-
tion, which you will note in my re-
port of the Proceedings or the Conven-
tion.

After the convention adjourned, 1
nroceeged to Buffalo, N. Y., as per ar-
rangements with Chas. Rice and oth-
ers, and attended a meeting ealled for
the purpose of re-organizing. After
a lengthy session in regard to siame,
I practically reorganized that town.

Am glad to state that since that
time a new Charter has been issued
to them and from accounts received
at the meeting that night and from re-
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perts which they are semding tu, the
organization will soon Dbe  back to
what it was some few years ago, viz,
one of the best organized locals affili-
ated with the association.

After leaving Bufialo, I went to De-
t*oit, Mich,, and met the oflicers of
the Detroit L.ocal and had their as-
surance that with a little assistance
from the Association, their organiza-
tion would be back to what it was a
few years ago. viz, one hundred per
cent organization.

1 also wish to report that besides
Buffalo being re-organized, I have is-
sued Charters to Dallas, Tex., and In-
dianapolis, Ind., with a prospect in
view of corganizing Montreal, Quebec,
Rochester, N. Y., and Minneapolis,
Minn.

Nothing of niuch importance was
brought before the Executive Board,
with the exception that the Charter
cf l.ocai No. 29, New Haven, Conn.,
has Deen revoked for the non-pay-
nient of per capitr tax.

im the last month 1 have received
word from the Boston Il.ocal, stating
that their initiation fee has been rais-
ed to $100.06, to take effect October 1,
and for a new wage scale of 50c per
hour for the year of 1913.

Have also received a report trom
Pittshurg, Fa., that they have increas-
ed their initiation fee to $150.00.

Respectfully submitted,

THOS. J. McNAMARA,
seeretary-Treasurer,

ABOUT MONEY.

If money made the birds sing any
sweeter,
Or made the skies a brighter, better
blue;
If money miade a summer day complet-
er,
Or added to the sunset’'s gorgeous
view;
If money made a meadow more en-
trancing,

A shady lane a better place to stroll;
If gold c¢ould add one bit to my ro-
mancing,
n money then 1'd strive to feed my
suul.

“f wish vour slippers had asbestos
soles!”™ howled the child who was be-
ing correcied.

“Why?” suid the child’s maternal pa-
reni— “on accocunt of the warmth?”

“Na,” sobbed Billy, “but  becausc
they couldn’t burn so!’
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American Federation
A e&a of Labor News

|

BOILERMAKERS, PRUDENT AND
FORESIGHTED.

Washington.—The Boilermakers en-
acted the tollowing progressive provi-
sions at the tenth convention recently
held at Litde Rock. Per capita tax
to Grand l.odge increased from 50 per
cent to $1 per month for journeymen,
and 60¢ per month for apprentices
and helpers. 50 per cent of this amount
will go into the strike benefit tund, 40
per cent for general evpenses; 11 per
cent tor disabilities and deaths; 7 per
cent for the Journal and 2 per cent for
transportation of delegates to conven-
tion. The death benefits were increas-
ed from $100 to $250 and a disability
benefit of $800 in cases where both
cyed, both hands or both feet are lost.
T'he Journal will he made free and sent
to each individual member. Special
Grand lodge assesstments will be abol-
whed.  All strikes in tuture must be
sanctioned by the kxeuetive Council
in order to gecure strikhe benetits, Ihe
Grand Lodge will hond all the financial
ofticers ot tocal  and  district lodges.
The Journeymen Boilermakers and
Helpers' lodges are to be consolidated.
The new laws will take effect January
1st, 1913,

UNION MEN FOR CONGRESS.

Washington.—Intormation is coming
in to headquarters with reference to
a4 number of union men who have eith-
er been nominated tor Congress or are
aspiring for the nomination, Timothy
. Healey, President of the Interna-
tional Brotherhood of Stationary Fire-
men, has been nommated for Congress
in the SBixteenth New York Congres-
stonal district by the Progressive par-
ty. Harry J. Skeflington, 2 member of
the Boot and Shoe Workers Union,
and tor many years active in the labor
movement, i3 o candidate for the
Plemocratic nomination for Congress
in one of (ne districts adjacent to
Boston.  David J. Hanvey, of Ingle-
wood, N. 1., a stone cutter, is a can-
didate for the nomination to Congress.
Cornelius J. Ford, & union printer, of
Hoboken, N. J, is a candidate for
nomination on the Democratic ticket
for Congress. Charles A. Sumner, of
Kansas City, a union stcreotyper, is a
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candidate for Congress on the Progres-
sive ticket. T, P, Fahey, of Cheyenne,
Wyo.,, a union coal miner, has been
nominated for Congress on the Demo-
cratic ticket. Ed, Keating, of Colo-
rado, member of typographical union,
has been nominated for Congress on
the Democratie ticket.

73,209 UNITED STATES EMIGRANTS
TAKE $110,000,000 THERE.

Ottawa, Ont.—United States settiers
entering Canada during the first five
months of the current year, according
to a statement issued by the govern-
rment, exceeded the arrivals last year
by 10 per cent.

‘There were 73,209 arrivals In the
Western provinces this year. They
nrought with them in cash and prop-
erty upwards of $110,000,000,

GRANITE CUTTERS SCORE.

Washington.—Organizer Flett, of the
American Federation of Labor, re-
porting tfrom Quebee, (anada, states
that an agreement has been secured
by the Granite Cutters’ Union with a
lirge contracting firm now engaged in
the construction work on the Quebec
bridge, whereby members of the Gran-
ite Cutters’ Union only will be em-
ployed, the eight-hour day established
5 well as other union conditions, Pri-
or to the settlement mentioned the
job  was nonunion and the ten-hour
day was in vogue,

IRON WORKERS VICTORIOUS.

San  Franecisco.——The Iron Workers
of San Franciseco and Oakland have
won a signal victory. After a strike
of a few days, the Erectors’ Associa-
tion of the Pacific jurisdiction conced-
ed all the demands of the Structural
Iron Workers, which ineludes an in-
crease of %1 per day and double thne
tor overtime. There were involved in
the eontroversy approximately %50 fron
workers.  In the face of prevalling
sentinent, the victory is a notable one,
and emphasizes the solidarity of the
Western {'oast ynionists.

REPORT ON McNAMARA FUND.
Secretary Morrison has forwarded
to every contributor to the MeNamara

.

F‘wr -
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defense fund an account of all moneys
received and expended. The itemized
statement covers eighty pages, and the
correctness is vouched for by double
audit, the first occurring in April,
while the second was made in August.
1t shows that $236,105.25 was contrib-
uted to this fund, and that $227,911.85
has been expended. There is a balance
remaining of $8,996.54. In regard to
this unexpended balance Secretary
Morrison closes his report by saying
~that a further statement will be mail-
ed to all contributors, informing them
of the disposition of the balance of
the fund, to whom paid, etc., and such
other information as may be received
pertalning to the receipts and disburse-
ments of the fund.”

A fight between the Coopers’ Union
and Standard Oil ought to be quite a
contest. Though Standard is pretty
well fixed, the coopers themselves have
a bharrel.

One of the Boston amateur teams
has a piteher named Asbestos. That
fellow can’t be fired, nor will he ever
falter in the heat battle,

1f you think you are right stick to
your opinion, but don’t get the idea
that the fellow who differs with you
is a fool and not entitled to consider-
ation. His opinlon may be just as
good as yours, and some better,

Don’t discuss the business of your
union on the streets, in saloons or any
place where your local does not meet.
Come to the proper place and discuss
the different questions.

Two classes of people worry about
money—those who have too much and
thoge who have too little.

If charges are true, William M.
Wood of the American Woolen Com-
pauy planted dynamite in order to pull
the wool over the public’s eyes.

VALUE OF A UNION.

The telephone girls of Boston and
vicinity have formed a trade unijon
and have secured shorter hours and
moure pay, both of which were badly
needed. It does not make much differ-
ence what kind of work one is engag-
ed in., The only way to improve
wages and conditions is for all the
workers in that occupation to gct to-
gether in a bona fide trade union.
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You are nerewith advised that at
the session of the Executive Council
of the Building Trades Department,
A. ¥, of L., heid in Atlantic City, N.
J., August 12th, 1912, the following ac-
tion was taken on the subject under
the title of:

REVOCATION OF CHARTER, AMAIL-

GAMATED SOCIETY CARPIEN-

TRS & JUINERS BY A, F. OF L.

“Report was made to the Execulive
Council to the effect that the Ameri-
can FKFederation of lLabor had, in ac-
cordance with the Atlanta Convention,
revoked the charter of the Amalga-
mated Society of Carpenters & Join-
ers, due to the refusal of the latter or-
ganization to aceept the plan of amal-
gamation with the Brotherhood of Car-
penters & Joiners as outlined by the
Kxecutive Council of the American
Wederation of Labor, and on motion
the officers of the Department were in-
structed to take similar action and
eliminate the jurisdiction claim of tne
jatter Organization from the official
publications of the Department.”

You are herewith officially notified
ot the action of the Executive Council
in the case above named, and that the
local unions of the Amalgamated So-
clety of Carpenters & Joiners are un-
der the constitution ineligible tor
membership in local Building Trades
Cbuncils.  You will please consider
the information thus conveyed as of-
ficial notification of the action taken
and act in accvordance therewith,

Fraternally yours,

WAL SPENCER,
Secy.-Treas, 3. T. D.
B—1

INSULATORS AND A. W, LOCAL
No. 15, WINNIPEG, CAN.

At the regular meeting of above,
held on September 26th, the clection
of officers took place, and the follow-
ing were elected for the ensuing term:

I'resident—3W, A, Rogers.

Vice-President—7T. Feah.

Recording Sccretary—Geo. W, Ellin-
thorpe.

Financial Secretary-—-W. J. Waus.

Treasurer— 8. Richards,

Sergeant-at-Arms—3,. Kerry,

Delegates fo B. T. C.—T. Feah, I{

Moegan and S. Richards,
Auditors—\W. A, Rogers and W. K
Morgan
Fraternally yours,
GEO. W. ELLINTHROPVPE,
Secy.
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DIEMAND A
TIVE

WORKABLI INITIA-
AND REFERENDUAL

By Judson King, Kicld Seerctary,
National Referendum lLeague.

In his timely and valuable article
on the “Initiative, Referendum, and
Recall” in the Aligust American bed-
crationist, President Gompers point-
ed out that the Amevican Federation
of Labor was the first organized body
of men in the United States officially
to endorse direct legislation and to
demand that the Initiative, Referen-
dum, and Recall be added to the po-
litical tool-chest of the people. That
action was taken at the Philadelphia
Convention on December 17, 1892, and
ever since then organized labor has
been the most powerful continuous
torce battling for these reforms. In
1892 Labor could not get the ol¢ par-
ty politicians within a mile of a rledge
to support Direct l.egislation, save in
rare instances. In 1912 thousands of
old party and new party politicians
are imploring the voters to elect them
1o State Legislatures, or make them
governors, presidents, or what not,
because they are in favor of the Initi-
ative and Referendum.

Organized labor in thousands ot
electoral districts is now questioning

candidates how they stand on this is-

sue, and whether they will, if elected, ,

submit to a vote ot the people amend-
ments to their State constitutions pro-
viding for the Initiative and Refer-
endum, and it is suafe to say that in
o majority of instances they will get
an affirmative The
which the politiaus  once

stone
rejected
has become the threshold of entrance
to the political temple,

But it is of the utmost importance
at this time to ascertain what Kind of
an Initiative and

answer.,

Referendum amend-
the candidate tavors. It is not
with gaining a mere
principle.”  at makes

nient
cpougn to stop

issent to “the
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no difference how much u man shouts
for “the rule of the people;” if he re
fuses to support an honest, workable,
amendment which experience shows
to be just and right, he must for
practical purposes be regarded as up-
friendly to the Initiative and Refer-
endum.

An examination of the actual work-
ings of the Initiative and Referen-
dum in the States where it is now in
operation, will demonstrate that it is
one thing to have “the prineiple In
the State constitution,” and quite an-
other to have a system which is work-
able and with whieh the voters can do
business. The Initiative and Refer-
endum is a piece of political ma-
chinery as easy to put out of commis-
sion as to “pi” a page of type. An
ordinary statute law ecan be amended
by the Legislature. To c¢hange the
Initiative and Referendum requires
an amendment to the constitution,
and involves a fight as difficult as to
get it adopted in the first place. More-
over it often takes many years to
demonstrate the harm done by jokers
and to remedy them. It has taken one
hundred years to convince the Ameri-
can people that the *‘cheeks and bal-
ances” of the Constitution are respon-
sible for much of the mis-representa-
tive government we have had. We are
finding it out now to the disiress of
our health, happiness, and pocket-
books.

‘The clever corporation lobbyists do
not ask that “checks and balanees” be
placed in the Initiative and Referen-
dum. It is “safeguards and restric-
tions” which they want now, but they
are playing the same old game under
& new name.

‘The forces of organized labor, par-
ticularly the legislative commitiees,
must look out for those “safeguards
and restrictions.” When a candidate
states that he is “"in favor of (he
‘principle’ of the Initiative and Ref-
erendum, but has not made up his
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mind” as to the particular provisions,
it is time to put a question mark af-
ter his name right on the spot, and
at the first opportunity to have a
peart to heart talk with him as to just
what he means. 1f you want to get
right at the real vital elements of a
workable Initiative and Referendum
with him, let me suggest
Five Initiative and Referendum Ques-
tions for Candidatces.

1. Will you vote to apply the Initi-
ative to constitutional amendments as
well as to statute laws?

2. Are you in favor of the standard
percentages on petitions—not more
ihan 5 per cent for the Referendum,
not more than 8 per cent for the Ini-
tiative, and with no distribution in
counties? No State should require
more than 50,000 for the Initiative and
30,000 actual signatures for the Ref-
erendum.

3. Will you oppose an ‘‘emergency
¢lause” which will permit the Legisla-
ture absolutely to deny the people the
right of a Referendum vote on any
law it seeg fit to say is *‘necessary for
the immediate preservation of the pub-
lic peace, health, or safety?”

4. Do you think measures should
be adopted when they receive a ma-
jority of the ‘‘vote cast thereon,” or
would you vote to require them to
have a majority of “all votes cast in
the election?”

5. Will you favor a modern, effi-
cient, economical system of informing
the voters on the questions submitted,
similar to the Oregon Publcity Pam-
phlet system, and give the people the
right to include arguments for or
against measures, they paying the ac-
tual cost of the space taken?

Kach one of the points covered by
these questions is necessary to the
successful  working of the Initiative
and Referendum. There are other
“jokers,” but these are the most dan-
gerous. In order to drive home their
value, let me illustrate their signifi-

cante by giving a few (ustratlons
from recent experience of those
States which nave Direct lLegislation
in operation.

First Question. South Dakela, Mon-
tana, and Maine do not have the Con-
stitutional  Initiative. You  have
heard of nothing vital being done in
these States, although South Dakota
has had the Initiative and Referen-
dum since 1898. If the people of Or-
egon had not had the Constitutional
Initiative the tremendous progress
made there would have been blocked.
Out ot the sixty-four questions voted
on by the people since 1802, eighteen
have been amendments to the consti-
tution, of which eleven have Leen
adopted and a big majority of these
have been initiated by the people.
"hese amendments constitute the
backbone of Oregon’s progress.

The States of Washington and Ida-
ho will vote upon the adoption or re-
jection of the Initiative and Referen-
dum at the November election, but the
constitutional initiative 1is onitted
from these proposed amendments. The
corporations permitted the Legisla-
ture to grant the statutory initiative
but retused it on amendments.

Second Question. Montana adopted
the Initiative and Referendum in
1906. Never heard of even a statute
law being voted on in that State, did
you? Why? Decause petitions must
be signed by the required percentages
n each of two-fifths of the countics of
the State. That makes it costly and
burdensome. The State Federation of
Labor tried in 1907 to get an initia-
tive petition for the direct election of
United States Senators and some oth-
er measures and fell down. In 1911
they tried to get a referendum peti-
tion on the infamous Dick military
law as ecnaeted in that State, and fail-
ed—until helped out by the People’s
Power lL.eague of Montana, which com-
pleted their petition for them. They
could have gotten the petition in the

..
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wWiies and towns, but when they had

Lo go to the country it was too costly.
A provision in the Missouri amend-
ment distributing petitions in two-
thirds of the Congressional districts
has been found unexpectedly burden-
some,

Next November the people of Ne-
braska  will  vote on an amendment
which has this joker in it These last
cases are a little less severe than in
Montana, but will be found burden-
some. This “joker” ig especially aim-
ed at organized labor, because it com-
pels the unions to pay the expenses of
Mmen to go out into the rural counties
to get their petitions completed, when
they could more easily do it in their
own localities and in industrial cen-
ters. Do you see the point in this
“safeguard?”

This fall the people of Wyoming
and Florida will vote upon Initiative
and Referendum amendments in which
the petitions are fixed at 25 per cent
tor both the Initiative ang Referen-
dum.  Mississippt votes on one which
requires 20 per cent tor the constitu-
tional Initiative, 15 per cent for the
statutory Initiative and 10 per tent
for the Referendum all entirely too
high. It is well to note at this point
that this fall a Iarge number of ques-
tions are to be voted on in Oregon
and Colorado, due to the neglect of the
Legislatures to attend to (he business
ol the people, and that during the
next two years these examples will be
held up as execuses in all the Legis-
Litures tor requiring high petitions in
tuture amcendments.  These questions
are not on the ballot because it is easy
to get petitions but because the people
are determined to have these ques-
tions settled.

Third Question.  In South Dakota,
it the legislature does not want the
people to vole on a law, 1t “declares
an emergency to exist, the law goes
into eyect at once, and no Referen-
dum can be had by petition of the
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people. About 40 per cent of the laws
passeu in that State are removed from
the power of the people in this map-
ner. That is, the “Referendum” ex-
ists only at the will of the Legislature,
which practically is no Referendum at
ali.  This clever tricky method of Sus-
bending the Referendum is fized in
nmany of the amendments now in use,
The “joker” is right pere. In order
to give time for Referendum petitionsg
it is customary to provide that no law
passed by a Legislature can go inte
effect for ninety days after the ses-
ston ends. But at times it is neces-
sary and proper that a law take ef.
fecet  at vnce in geniine emergency
cases” without waiting for the ninety
days. The Legislature decides what
is an emergency, and the trick Hes in
so framing the provision that an em-
ergency denies forever a Reterendum
of the people, where it should simply
allow the 1aw to go into effect at once
and remain in efeet until repealed
either by the Legislature or by a vote
of the people. This latter form gives
the people power to reject the law
through the Referendum, if they so
choose, The *“jokered” torm allows
the Legislature to suspend the Refer-
endum when it sees fit—and annuls
the power of the Referenduni.

Fourth Question. This covers the
most dangerous joker of them all, n
Oklahoma not a single measure initi-
ated by the people or submitted by
the State Legislature has been adopt-
ed at a regular election sinee the ad-
niission of the State in 1907, Why?
Because such measures to be adopted
must receive a majority of all the
votes cast “in the election.” 1t makes
not.a whit's difference how big a ma-
jorvity of the vote cast on the measure
15 in its favor, if you do not get a
MAJORITY OF THE TOTAL YOTE
('AST, you are lost and have all your
hard work for nothing. The sub-
stance of this “joker” is that every
man who voles for some candidate and
fails to vote on your measure is in
cflect counted as volting against 1f.
fxamine the election returns and ¥ou
wiil find that in all States having the
Initiative and Reterendum, an aver
age of 25 per cent of the voters who
vote for candidates do not vote on
(uestions submitted. This 25 per cent
is made up of ignorant, careless, or

ha
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doubtful voters. 1Is not that a load to
hang around the necks of the progres-
sive workers for better conditions? In
QOklahoma five important measures
which got large majorities of the votes
cast thereon in their favor and should
have become law, were Jost because
of this requirement. In the amend-
ments to be voted on in November in
wyoming, Idaho, and Mississippi this
tatal joker has been slipped in. It is
strepuously advocated by every apolo-
gist for special privilege in the coun-
try under the hypocritical cry of “ma-
jority rule.” Look out for it!

Fifth Question. Even opponents of
Direct Legisiation have been compel-
led to admit that the voters of Oregon,
in deelding  questions have shown
“rare discrimination.” Do you know
why? It is because the State of Or-
egon sends to every voter before elec-
tion a Publicity Pamphlet, called by
the people “The Voters’ ''ext Book,”
in which are printed in clear type the
faws and amendments to be decided
by tuem, and, also, arguments both for
and against these measures written
and submitted by the friends and op-
ponents of the various questions, they
paying the exact cost to the State of
the space taken. Thus every voter is
glven a chance to know exactly what
he is voting on—and the measure is
e¢xplained in simple language in the
arguments. This Publicity Pamophlet
has practically killed the power of the
corrupt corporation newspapers and
special privilege politicians. It is
necessary as a part of the Direct Leg-
1glation system. 'I'he old method ot
advertising measures in favored po-
litical newspapers is frightfully ex-
pensive and utterly inadequate. Up to
date, out ot the fourteen States which
have adopted some form of direct
tegisiation, only Oregon, Montana,
and South Dakota have adopted the
pamphlet system, and South Dakota
did it only last year. It is the game
of bpecial Privilege and the politi-
cians who serve Special Privilege to
keep the people confused ana in ig-
norance. Hence, they oppose every
means of enlightenment while they
slander the people by claiming that
they lack intelligence enough to vote
on laws.

If you will’examine the Oregon pam-
phlet you will find in every one splen:
did arguments signed by the officers
and legislative committees of the State
Federation of Labor, the Portland La-
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bor Council, ete., favering or oppos-
ing legislation of interest to labor.
Organized labor has in this way an op-
portunity to state its case to every
voter in the State. It was because of
this right and the intelligence so car-
ried to the farmers that they were
able to have enacted their Employers’
Liability law, and other laws, which
they joined the State Grange and
Farmers’ Union in seceuring.

Our chief danger in the future will
be from “jokered” abortive amepd-
ments. We must be on our guard,
else, when we think we have won the
victory for the rule of the people we
will find ourselves cheated. 'The Ini-
tiative and Referendum is sometimes
called a “elub” which people hold over
the heads of reluctant legislatures;
but unless we are careful on the de-
tailed provisions, we will find we have
a “saw log” which we cannot wield.
Already the list of defeats in victory
are enough to constitufe a grave
warning.

Out of fourteen States which have
some form of the Initiative and Ref-
erendum embeddea in their constitu-
tions; over one-half are either worse
than nothing, or have one or more vi-
cious jokers. Out of eight proposed
amendments which will be voted on
this fall, only ovne can be commended
as free from jokers, that of Nevada,
which provides the Initiative feature
omitted from the direct Legislation
amendment adopted in that State in
1905.

If I were an enemy of the Initiative
and Referendum, I would profess to
be its friend, proclaim the *“rule of
the people,’ the “restoration of popu-
lar government,” and then, when it
came right down to the brass tacks of
framing an amendment I would talk
wisely of “safeguards and restric-
tions”—tfor the benefit of the people
themselves, of course—and frame an
aniendment having the Initiative and
Referendum in box-car letters on the
tront, and a lot of clever “jokers” in-
side which would prevent any effec-
tive use of the instrument by the peo-
ple after they had got it. 'This is the
method by which despots like Caesar,
Napoleon, and all the rest of them,
have first gained the confidence of
the “masses and then delivered them
into the same old bondage of the few
which has eursed the world and de-
layed the day of genuine democracy—
economic and political.
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. Local No. 15—Geo. W. Ellinthrope... Loulse Bridge P. O., Winnipeg, Canada,
Local No. 18—Clarence Parmalee, Secretury.........ceeeeee ..Indianapoiis, Ind.
f.ocal No. 18—Oscur Krause.................. 617 American Ave. Milwaukee, Wis.
Meeting—second and last Friday at Pashen Hall, 325 Chestnut St
. ] .
! Local No. 21—D. Reed .......comrivrmennee. 336 Lee St., Station A, Dallas, Tex.
. Local No. 22—Thomas B. Reed.................. 2019 Steinburg Ava., Houston, Tex.
Local No. 25—J. J. Bradley .......c........ Montreal, Canada. ,
Local No. 24—Wallace Muir . ..cccoooorrrerecrneens 2321 Eye St., Washington, D. C. ‘
Meetings second and fourth Mondays. ‘ {
}
Local No. 25—Geo. F. Martens 348 Lysandes, Detroit, Mich. [N
Meetings first and third Fridays, Columbo Hall, 235 Gratiot St,
Local No, 31—-Wm. Hall....... ..o 15 Lockbridge Ave.,, Pawtucket, R. L
i
o
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