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NEW PIPE PLANT HELPS FLORIDA

TOWN GET ITS CONFIDENCE BACK

W-P
TO GET To Green Cove Springs you
drive south on U. S. Route 17 out
of Jacksonville past marshy water-
ways and endless stretches of scrub
timber heavy with Spanish moss.
It is not a long drive, perhaps 25

Comes To

miles, and after the first 15 min-
utes there is little to attract the
eye except for occasional glimpses
of the mighty St. Johns river. Be-
sides providing excellent fishing

Green Cove

for Tarpon and Black Bass, the St.
Johns is wide and deep and serves
as a major avenue of Florida com-
merce. Jacksonville, near the mouth
of the river, ships over nine mil-
lion tons of goods each year from

Springs

its shores.
In fact, it was the river that

provided Green Cove Springs with
its first European visitors. Accord-
ing to local tradition, pirate cap-
tains used to sail up the St. Johns

to the area of Green Cove Springs
and refill their water casks from
the deep, clear springs nearby.
The spot where they landed is now
called Pirate's Cove, and the
spring itself is located right behind
city hall and now provides the
water for the municipal swimming
pool.

Green Cove Springs is located in
Clay County and has a population
of approximately 5,500. Until 1962
the main employers of Green Cove
Springs people had been a hosiery
mill and the local Naval base. The
base was a large installation, em-
ploying some 3,000 civilians; and
the hosiery mill provided work for
an additional 300, 75 per cent of
them women. Then in a few short
months in 1961, econonic disaster
struck Green Cove Springs and
Clay County.

In January, 1961, the employees
at the Naval base were informed
that the installation was to be
gradually phased out with com-

JoHN P. HALL, sR., Green Cove Springs Bank President: "I couldn't believe they (J-M) wanted to build in Green
Cove Springs. It was a wonderful opportunity for us. I wanted J-M in here so bad I gave them the land for
half price."
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What happened in that shortplete shut-down to be accom- cussion anong them and a site ad-
plished by June, 1962. Late the span of time to pick Green Cove jacent to our base property was
same year, the hosiery mill em- Springs up off its back, dust it finally decided to be best suited to
ployees were told that because of their needs," Mr. Zellner said. "Weoff, and send it on its way down
the decreasing demand for full- then had the problem of findingthe road to renewed prosperity?
fashion stockings, the mill would Two things happened that could out if the property could be pur-

chased and for how much."also have to close its doors. Their not have been foreseen in the dead
machines could not be adapted to The owner of the property wasdays of 1962: the hosiery mill re-
produce seamless nylons. opened its doors to manufacture John P. Hall, Sr., President of the

stretch yarn and Johns-ManvilleSome of the civilian employees Green Cove Springs Bank, and
at the base were transferred to the decided to erect a plant there. formerly sheriff of the town for

35 years.Johns-Manville first entered intostill-operating Jacksonville station,
the history of Green Cove Springsbut many more found themselves

out of work; and Green Cove one morning in November, 1963,
Springs, which had been to all in- when Ross LeGrand, an executive

of the Atlantic Coast Line Rail-tents and purposes a military town,
road, which runs a spur line intowas in trouble.

There was no place in the im- Green Cove Springs, walked into
the office of Ben Zellner, then themediate vicinity for the people to

find new jobs--the nearest large City Manager. There was another 4

gentleman with the railroad ex-industry, a chemical plant, was 25
miles away. Several stores on the ecutive.

Mr. LeGrand introduced histown's main street closed down for
companion as a "Mr. Smith." Mr.lack of customers. The local

schools, which had received a daily Zellner played along with the
game and told "Mr. Smith" thatstipend from the Government to
his (Zellner's) name was "Jones."help educate the children of the
The two men smiled and got downNaval base cmployees, still found
to business.themselves with many of the same

"Mr. Smith," who was in realitychildren but none of the money.
That was early in 1962, but Walter Molony, J-M Manager of

Construction for Plant Engineer-now, less than five years later,
ing, said that he needed at leastthings are a lot different in Green
100 acres for an industrial site andCove Springs. The merchants on

BEN ZELLNERthat possibly the old Naval basemain street are showing improve-
"There was a great deal ofproperty might be just what hement; a small shopping center has
discussion among them."been erected; the town council is was looking for.

"Mr. Smith" inspected the baseconsidering a one million dollar
property and told Mr. Zellner thatbond issue to finance the construc-

"The property wasn't for sale,"tion of a modern sewer system; he would return in a few days for
a second look. When he came Mr. Hall said, "but when I foundpprovements in the schools are

hderway and deposits in the local out who wanted it, I changed myback, a number of other Johns-
bank have jumped over 20 per Manville people were with him. mind. Johns-Manville has had quite

"There was a great deal of dis-cent in the past year alone. a reputation ever since I could re-

PRODUCED ED

JM - 83
J-M News Pictorial, 1966, December 1966
ACL Doc 12848 · Page 3 of 20

Published by AsbestosClaims.Law

asbestosclaims.law/library/12848/3

https://asbestosclaims.law/library/12848/3


J-M COMES TO GREEN COVE SPRINGS (continued)

member. I couldn't believe they option on the property, the threat highly impressed with the quality
of the Ocala site faded away, andwanted to build in Green Cove of the training.'·

the city fathers breathed a sigh of By November the supervisorsSprings. It was a wonderful oppor-
tunity for us. I wanted J-M in relief. were back from Denison and ready

Ground breaking for the newhere so bad I gave them the land to begin training the crews to run
for half price." pipe plant was held in October, the pipe machines. The men for

Johns-Manville took a six-month 1964. The honors of turning the the erection and repair depart-
first spade of earth were shared byoption on the property and test ment were hired first, followed by
Mr. Hall and Robert F. Orth, J-Mborings were made to determine the shipping crews, and then the

the depth of the bedrock. The re- Senior Operating Vice President machine operators. J-M had no
and General Manager of the Pipesults were not satisfactory. trouble finding willing men.
Division."There were times," Mr. Zeliner The plant began test runs on the

said, "when it looked as though Mr. Orth said at the ceremonies Transite pipe machines in the
that it had long been J-M policythe subsoil wouldn't hold a chicken middle of December 1965, and

house, much less a factory." swung into full production into hire its employees locally and
This fact disturbed the Green that the plant would be needing January of 1966. In the spring

about 100 people to help get pro-Cove Springs city fathers, because George De Long, also from Deni-
duction started. This was the type son, cane in as Plant Manager re-
of good news the people of Green placing Mr. Hesse, who moved to
Cove Springs wanted to hear. New DHQ in New York. Plastic pipe

was added to the Green ·ovejobs were coming to town.
Springs line in June, followedIn January of 1965, Jack Hesse,
shortly by Epoxy-lined Transitewho is now Production Manager
and finally, Temp-Tite insulatedof the Pipe Division, came in as

the first Plant Manager and set up asbestos-cement pipe.
The town sat back and waitedshop in a building at the aban-

doncd Naval base. He was joined to see what effects the new plant
the next month by Gene Derich- would have on the town's sagging
sweiler, who would be the plant's economy. Howard Cooper, editor
Manager of Services. Both came and publisher of the local news-

paper, THE CLAY COUNTYto Green Cove Springs from the
CRESCENT, explained what hap-Pipe Plant at Denison, Texas.

They set about.hiring eight su- pened and how.
"When a new industry comespervisory personnel, who were

then sent to Denison for 10 weeks into a town, the local merchants
of intensive training. may not feel the impact for a

while. In fact, it's just beginningAccording to Tony Baker, pres-
ently production foreman, who
was one of the original eight, the
training period showed them that
Johns-Manville, despite its size,

TONY BAKER was concerned with the individual.
"They were all highly "They really treated us royally,"
impressed with the quality he said. "J-M even checked up on
of the training. our families to make sure that they

were getting along fine while we
were in Denison, and when Ithey had learned through Mr.

LeGrand of the railroad that J-M talked over the training program
with some of the executives fromwas also inspecting a possible plant
the hosiery mill, they were allsite near Ocala, in northcentral

Florida. Finally in April, 1964, the
J-M engineers decided that the
factory could be erected if pilings HOWARD COOPER
were driven to a greater depth "Merchants will find they've
than anticipated. J-M exercised its done more business this year

than ever before."
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to affect business now," he said.
"People feel that a new plant has
had no effect if their cash registers
don't start humming immediately,
but this isn't so. Just because a
man gets a new job doesn't mean
he's going to run out and buy a
new suit of clothes or a new car
right away. It takes time. I haven't
taken two months out to do a sur-
vey," he continued, "but I'll bet
that at the end of the year the
merchants will find they've done
more business this year than ever
before."

Allie T. Ivey, Mayor of Green
Cove Springs and owner of a gas
station in town, agreed with Mr.
Cooper. He said that at his sta-
tion, his monthly sales of gas since
J-M opened up have jumped from
around 12,000 gallons to nearly
20,000 gallons.

"I only wish that the plant was
twice as big as it is," he said.

Hervey Robinson, who runs the
Clay County Building and Supply
Company, also reported large in-
creases over last year. His sales
were up nearly 12 per cent for the
first nine months of 1966 over
1965.

How much of this can be traced
directly to the new J-M plant? It
would be difficult to access ac-
curately; however, the annual pay-
roll of the plant is about $800,000,
and J-M aiso spends nearly $100,-
000 in Green Cove Springs and
Clay County each year for raw
materials and supplies. That's a
grand total of $900,000 injected
into the area economy each year.

As Bank President Hall phrased
it: "New industry makes more
business and better business. If
you've got money floating around,
everybody's going to get a little
of it."

And Mr. Hall knows what he's
talking about, because his deposits
jumped more than 25 per cent be-
ween June, 1965·-just before J-M
tarted hiring·and October, 1966.

"Johns-Manville had been suc-
cessful every place else they built
a plant, so I wasn't scared to in-
vest some of my own money in a·
new bank. I knew that J-M would
stay for good, and this encouraged
me to go ahead with my plans."

E. W. (Bud) Brockenbrough,
the present Green Cove Springs
City Manager, has also seen this
intangible impact on the town.

"People now have confidence in
the economics of the community,"
he said, referring to a million dol-
lar bond issue presently under seri-E. W. BROCKENBROUGH ous consideration by the CityCity Manager Council. ·Anytime people are will-

"People now have ing to go out and sell a million
confidence in the economics dollars worth of bonds, they have
of the community." to have confidence. Conversely, if

people felt the plant wasn't going
But the full impact of the new to stay, they wouldn't do it. If

J-M plant cannot be measured you're about to lose your job, you
don't buy a car."strictly in the amount of gas sold,

This then has been the impactor deposits in the bank. To a great
extent, the main impact of the of Johns-Manville on Green ·ove
plant is that it has given the peo- Springs·a combination of eco-

nomic and psychological factorsple of Green Cove Springs confi-
dence in the continued growth of that have pumped new confidence
their community. When Johns- into the town's arteries. People
Manville came to Green Cove have money in the bank, new

buildings and stores are beingSprings, it showed that the Com-
pany had confidence in the erected, families that drifted out
town, and the people are now of the area during the rough times

of '62-'65 are moving back. Busi-starting to match that confidence
ness is improving all over town,with their own.

John Hall, for example, saw and the men are working steady
again. No one would be willing tothat things were going to get bet-

ter in Green Cove Springs when say that the town's economic prob-
J-M came in, so he went ahead lems have been solved entirely
and built a modern bank building not, yct, anyway · but the sweet
to replace the old. smell of confidence is in the air.

GREENCOVE SPRINGSBANK OF

New bank building in town.
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James P. Sinnett (center), Parkersburg Plant Stores
Superintendent, didn't win the Annual West Virginia
Open Golf Tournament, but his partner did and
Jim probably picked up a lot of tips from him
along the way. His partner (left) was Sammy Snead.

GERRAGLEX

FLOORTILEJOHNS-MAMVILLE

62

0

Steve Kiss, a railroad repairman in the E  R
Yard Gang at Manville Plant, will testify to the
value of safety glasses. Steve was hammering a
rail spike recently when a stone flew up and shat-
tered the right lens of his safety glasses. Without the
glasses, he could have lost an eye. If you wear pre-
scription glasses, see your supervisor about getting
a pair of safety lenses. Your sight may be at stake.

As a part of the Fall Building Materials Fix-up cam-
paign, banners advertising TERRAFLvx& floor tile
wrre attached to all trucks carrying J-M flooring.
The picture below shows the first bannered truck
rolling out of the Manville Plant on November 1.
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To J-M

Our

Thanks'
JOHNS-MANVILLE recently donated for the Hospital District's use for ex-
five acres of land to the City of Lom- pansion and development; donated

the city's . . . tennis courts . . . andpoc for development as a city park.
The gift resulted in considerable sold, at book value, five acres which
favorable comment in Lompoc, and an now compose Pioneer Park.
editorial on the subject appeared in "And now, two more city blocks

. . . have been alloted for city use asthe Lompoc Record under the title:
"To J-M·Our Thanks." Part of that a park.

". . . the firm has contributed, toeditorial read:
"Industrial giants are very often date, four of the city's seven park

looked upon by rank and file citizens areas, in addition to its vital role in
the community's only hospital.as cold hunks of steel, lines of market

"We know that this is not all. Em-quotations, employers of masses, cold-
hearted entities out for the almighty ployer of hundreds of our citizens, the
dollar. firm continuously maintains and con-

tributes to the overall development,"But not for a moment can such
welfare and history of the area.thoughts be measured and related to

"Johns-Manville Products Corpora-an industrial giant residing in Lom-
tion deserves an expression of grati-poc Valley-·Johns-Manville Products
tude from Lompoc Valley citizens."Corporation.

"The history and development of *
the community of Lompoc cannot be
told without a link to J-M . . . Johns- In addition to the editorial, other
Manville donated the city park area praise for J-M came from the Council
where the Chamber of Commerce is of the City of Lompoc, which passed

a resolution thanking the Companynow located . . . donated ten city lots

ECCCI

Lompoc Plant Manager
G. G. Schuknecht (right)

displays the deed to the
land donated to the city by J-M.

With him is Lompoc Mayor
H. G. Thompson.

for the gift. The resolution read:
"This Council does hereby express

its appreciation and gratitude on be-
half of itself and the citizens of this
community to the Johns-Manville
Corporation for the timely and gener-
ous gift . . . to the City of Lompoc.
The recreational purpose for which
this property will be used will benefit
every citizen of Lompoc. It is again
another generous expression of the
continuing interest which the Johns-
Manville Corporation has for the City
of Lompoc."

·

The deed to the land was presented
to the City Council by Lompoc Plant
Manager G. G. Schuknecht at a meet-
ing in late summer. The new park
will be named the Johns-Manville
Park and will serve as yet another
example of the Company's genuine
desire to be a good citizen in the com-
munities where our plants and mines
are located.
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CHICAGOOFFICE
E. Kindregan, Vice President and General Sales
nager, Building Products, inducted at the Chi-
Bonr le l e hor. e dent

A. B. Baylis, inductee and Mrs. W..G. Morehead,
Mr. Kindregan, and Inductee and Mrs. L..C. Cox.
inductee:W. A. Reschke is not pictured.
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BELHUMEUR

Frontier Day At Nashua
IT was "Frontier Day" at NashuaDONALD FISCHER
Plant and nearly 400 J-Mers and
their fainilies gathered in nearby
Outing Park dressed in their finest
buckskin britches and coonskin
caps. Fort J-M (shown above) was.
well' stocked with refreshments,
and there were games and contests
for both adults and children? One
feature of the day was the judging
of the beard growing contest Some
of the shaggy contestants are
shown on this page together.with
photos taken of them before they
put aside their brushes and razors.

GERARD
NETH LA FLEUR

DUSSE
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UTCH BRAND Division and Wau-
kegan Data Processing Center are
cooperating in a pioneer venture
in electronics for j-M. Computers
are being used at both locations to
keep track of sales orders and to
prepare the bills.

Dutch Brand has an average of
8,000 customers who place about
35,000 orders per year for some of
the Division's many varieties of
pressure sensitive tapes, sponge and
inolded rubber products, and ad-
hesives.

When a new sales order arrives

Sending OulDl t  By Computer

at the plant in South Chicago, all
the information previously re-
corded about the customer is re-
activated and the variables·spe-
cific items and quantities ordered
·are added to the record.

The information is put in proper
order by an operator, is checked
for accuracy, and is then repro-
duced automatically on paper tape.
The Dutch Brand transmitting ma-
chine sends the information on the
tape over a private telephone wire
to a computer 75 miles away at the
Waukegan Data Processing Center.

The information is received at
Waukegan in the form of punched
cards. When Dutch Brand notifies
the Data Processing Center that
the order has been shipped, Wau-
kegan's computer is fed the new
information·including any changes
in quantities shipped; it makes all
the necessary arithmatic calcula-
tions, and automatically prints out
a bill that is mailed to the customer.

As an automatic byproduct of
the invoice printing, Toledo Data
Processing Center, where J-M has
set up an electronically controlled
credit center, receives punched
cards for sales processing and ac-
counts receivable. This avoids the
clerical effort required to manually
keypunch the cards.

The Dutch Brand order and bill-
ing system is but one of several
computer oriented pilot installa-
tions now in existence or planned
for the near future. It is likely that
ht of the several pilot installa-

lons, one system, combining the
best features of all, will evolve
for all Johns-Manville ordering
and billing.

Above
From left, Flora Hopkins and Bar-
bara Netherton check documents,
while James Lausa, Manager of Serv-
ices at Dutch Brand, mans the tele-
phone in the automated order section.

Right
Setting up to send orders from Dutch
Brand to Waukegan are, Marge
Tomlinson at the tape reader, and
Mary Jo Ferazza, standing.

Below
At Waukegan Data Processing Center,
Dorothy Heiser ties in with the
Dutch Brand equipment by telephone
wire to receive order and shipment
information.
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GENERAL PLANT

GEORGE F. LANGOHR

Founder

Asst. Manager, Cello

Asst. Manager, Cellulose

To Post, Manager, Financial Department

Waukegan Plant

WAYNE O. JACKSON

To Business Manager, Polyethylene, Chief of Reimbursement and Mailed Postal Section.

Waukegan Plant

T. R. GOULD to Senior Research Engineer from Research Engineer, Group Foreign Projects, International Division, DHC

Waukegan Plant

W. W. STEED to Wage and Salary Administrator, Industrial Relations from Senior Officer, Administrative Analyst, Research Engineer

RESEARCH & ENGINEERING

MARSEIN C. HUTCHINS to Research Associate, Asbestos from Department, Research Engineer

INDUSTRIAL RELATIONS

JOHN A. PARKS to Industrial Relations Manager from Supervisor of Employment & Employee Relations, Monrovia Plant

RETIREMENTS·January 1, 1967

NELSON L. BEST, San Francisco Office

JOHN W. DURUS, Branch Office

JEROMIS KAVALYAS, Waukegan Plant

JERMAN C. LUBICHE, St. Louis Office

HARRY B. LIMBERGER, New Orleans Plant

ROBERT L. MOUNTS, Alexandria Plant

ARIEL F. ORTH, Pipe Shop

ELWIN PERKINS, Pipe Shop

FRITZ A. PRASSE, Waukegan Plant

CHARLES J. REGIS, Waukegan Plant

PAUL SCHMIDT, Waukegan Plant

JAMES SCHNEIDER, Monrovia Plant

JAMES R. SCOTT, Monrovia Plant

DAVID S. SINCLAIR, Research

DAVID S. SINCLAIR, Research

IN MEMORIAM (OCC and Retired)

MICHAEL LUBANSKY, Monrovia Plant, October 17

FRANK FEDER, Waukegan Plant, October 28

FRANCIS J. GRAY, Waukegan Plant, November 1

JOHN SAKIR, Monrovia Plant, November 5

JAMES NORMILE, Waukegan Plant, November 8

For addresses of individual retirees contact GHQ Industrial Relations, John Hamill, 22 E. 40th St., New York, N. Y. 10016

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NE S PI

Editor: Gerald D. Murray

Associate Editor: Matthew M. Sycamore

Designer: H. Giuliano

Manager of Art and Production: Charles W. Zedler
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