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Part of the treas- 
vres of any civ- 
ilization are the 
toys of its chil- 
dren. Toys are 
comments on less- 
er everyday hap- 
penings in social history. They are the fruits 
of a civilization, the mirror which reflects con- 
ditions of life, attitudes, perceptions and up- 
bringing. 

As-we love the children, so the children love 
and need their toys—their own particular lux- 

‘uries. No matter how crude or how elaborate, 
how simple or how gaudy, how small or how 
large, toys are .intricate to the development. 
of our children. They familiarize them with 
colors, shape and unfunctional beauty; they 
help them to cultivate judgment, manipulotive 
skills and o sense of creativity. 

Toys spedk an international language which 
all children understand. Their- history is as 
fascinating ‘as the history of man himself. 

It is this time—Christmas—that we give a 
little more thought to toys as we search for 
playthings for our young. That's why News/ 
Pic thought it would be appropriate and in- 
teresting to travel back in time briefly through 
the world of toys; to see Egyptian toys which 
date back 18 the year 2000 B.C., such as the 
pull-along horse on wheels (1), the symbolic 

plough (2) «and the paddle doll (4); or to see 
toy soldiers and horses from military minded 

Greece in the year 400 B.C. (3). 
Japanese paper dolls (5) and horses made 

from rice straw (6) give us glimpses into cus- 
torns of the 19th century Far East. Strange- 
looking dolls from the 15th.century ltalian 
states (7) tell us. something about the grim 
Middle Ages. Wood-carved jumping jacks (8), 
rocking horses (10) -and the religious-inspired 
figurines of Noah's Ark 12 are tributes to 
skilled craftsmen who lived in the forests of 

-Southern Germany several hundred years ago. 
The Clockwork Engine (9) of the 19th century 
opens.the era of mechanical toys. And last, 

"but not least, is the Teddy Bear (1 1, loved by 
all chlldren of ulI ndtions, 

The : ‘message - is a snmple one: There has 
always been o time for .toys and always toys " 

i for the children of all hmes. 
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IN QUEBEC: 
JULIEN PROULX, 
JEFFREY MINE 

Msr. Proulx, Wood and Steelwork 
Foreman in the Jeffrey Mine Ma- 
chine Shop, does not hesitate to 1€ 
vive the Christmases he remembers 
of fifty years ago- 

“Living on a farm near where 
Notre-Dame-de-Toutes—joies Church 
is now erected, I remember going to 
midnight mass with my parents ‘en 
carriole’, the horse neatly dressed up 
for the occasion; red bows on the 
mane and even the tail was braided! 

. With the people warmly tucked under 
rx! buffalo fur skin, the horse gallantly 

)" trotted along, and the stillness of the 
cht was broken up only by the 

' ells.of his~apd other 
ghng of carrioles all converging a{"ffi@:&fifg 

Returning from the church, it was 
the time for ‘le reveillon’ with the 
turkey and ‘les tourtieres’. 

“This was the happiest season of 
the year and it lasted until Epiphany. 
It was the time of year when every- 
one forgot bad times OF old disputes 
and everybody took this opportunity 
to fraternize and visit one another. 
Everyone wanted to prove that his 
‘caribow’'—a mixture of alcohol and 
wine—was better than the others’: 
the results were quickly apparent. It 
was a period high in color and spirit! 

Julien enjoys gathering his family 
around him at the holiday season— 
four daughters, all of them nurses, a 
son who is an optometrist and seven 
grandchildren. A city dweller for the 
past 50 years, he feels he had to re- 
turn to the country and so, a year 
ago, he bought a country house. “This 
year [ plan to bring my grandchildren 
to midnight mass ‘ten carriole’ from 
the old country house and drive them 
back for ‘e reveillon’.” 
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IN GERMANY: 
ANNE DYBCZAK, 

TORONTO OFFICE 

“Christmas brings back memories of 
my original home in Mannheim, Ger- 
many,” says Anne, who works in the 
Transite Pipe Sales Dept. of the 
Canadian Products Division Head- 
quarters. “To me Christmas has al- 
ways been very much a family affair. 
Everyone gathered on Christmas Eve 
for the opening of gifts and singing 
of Christmas carols, then went to 
church on Christmas morning. 

Anne has a prized picture taken 
when she was ten years old with all 
of her family gathered beside the 
Christmas tree which was lit with 
real candles. A painting that appears 
in this picture now hangs in Anne’s 
living room in her home in Toronto. 
“It is one of my most treasured pos- 
sessions and constantly brings back 
wonderful memories of my family 

1any of January 
aglia, Pipe In-~ 

ckton, who came 
ples, Italy, only 

by the: nati*m;y 
Chnstmas Hrees, but‘fmearly all ho 
display-a nativity scene of som 

of mass, oftegn ;at midnight; 
family “dinner. - 

Some families exchange gifts, but 
most gift giving occurs at Epiphany ‘ 
when the ‘Befana’, a little old woman, | 
visits homes while the children are 
asleep. The children write her letters 
reporting their behavior and making 
their requests for gifts. The letters 4 
are placed under their plates at g 
Christmas dinner. Then, on Epipha- { 
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ny, the ‘Befana’ leaves gifts and 
sweets for the good children but the 
naughty ones find garlic and onions 
in the socks they have hung by their 
beds. 

“In many homes the Christmas 
dessert is ‘cassata’. This is sort of a 
pound cake with many layers. Be- 
tween the layers are filling of ricotta, 
grated chocolate, and candied fruits. 
It is also flavored well with some type 
of alcohol and then covered with a 
thick layer of chocolate. 

“New Year’s Eve is again the oc- 
casion for a huge feast. The menus 
and modes of celebration differ from 
region to region within the country. 
Certainly one of the most spectacular 
celebrations occurs in Naples. The 
late meal is accompanied by Asti 
Spumanti (Italian Champagne.) 

“By midnight, celebrants. whose at- 
tention has not been drawn by the 
increasingly frequent explosions out- 
side are now forcibly drawn to their 
balconies and windows as the whole 
city lights up in display of midnight 
fireworks. The fireworks are accom- 
panied by the throwing of empty 
bottles into the streets below. Few 
dare venture out, and the stre 
ers are very busy on New ¥ 

IN INDONES 
SIK: TJIN TAN, 

PITTSBURG PLANT 

Sik Tjin Tan arrived in the United 
States in July of 1967 and was hired 
by the Pittsburg Plant as a Drafts- 
man-Layout just two weeks after his 
arrival. Sik Tjin was born in Java 
island in the Dutch East Indies above 
the continent of Australia in what is 
now called Indonesia. 

His memories of Christmas, how- 
ever, are from his student days in 
Indonesia. A picture upon which the 
accompanying artwork is based was 
taken during the Christmas season of 
1960. Sik Tjin is shown “among 
friends at a boarding house in Ban- 
dung, Indonesia, where I had been 
living for five years during my studies 
in Bandung Institute of Technology. 
This was my last college year and I 
still remember how I hated to leave 
my friends, for we always had a won- 
derful Christmas party together.” 

8 

holly and laurel. We didn’t have 
Christmas trees or, even, electricity, 
but everything was just as bright and 
beautiful and so peaceful. 

“On Christmas Eve we sat around 
an open fire and sang all the carols. 
We were all sent to bed early as we 

MRS. DELIA MC N 

INTERNATIONAL 

ecelved presents. The 
Control Clek >d gifts on January 6 
Division’s New - 

‘ué‘roas goose with dressing. 
Although Tve been here 39 years 

nd love the U. S., I would love to 

and our 
“FO o 

§ and-cookies’ 
all the homes were 
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HAPPY HOLIDAYS TO ALL J-M PEOPLE FROM NEWS/PIC 
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