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The present invention relates to tooth 
brushes. 
The principal object of the present inven 

tion is to produce a tooth brush which may 
be maintained in a sanitary condition. 
To the accomplishment of this object a 

feature of the present invention contem 
plates the provision of a tooth brush having 
its tooth-engaging surface formed of asbes 
toS. 
With this construction the tooth brush 

may be purified by fire or by boiling water 
as the tooth-engaging surface is non-inflam 
nable and not injuriously affected by mois 
ture. Asbestos may be woven or braided 
into a convenient form for use. The tex 
tile fabric thus produced may be shaped by 
folding and/or by molding to conform it 
to the configuration of the teeth. 
Other features of the present invention 

consist in certain devices, combinations and 
arrangements of parts the advantages of 
which will be obvious to those skilled in the 
art from the following description. - 
The various features of the present inven 

tion will be explained in connection with the 
accompanying drawing, illustrating a 
simple form of the invention, in which, 

Figure 1 is a perspective of the tooth 
brush; Fig. 2 is a perspective showing the textile 
asbestos folded to form the tooth-engaging 
surface, and Fig. 3 is a perspective showing the means 
for detachably connecting the textile as 
bestos to the handle of the tooth brush. 

Referring to the drawing, the tooth brush 
comprises a handle 4 and a tooth-engaging 
portion 5. The tooth-engaging portion 5 is 
composed of asbestos. Preferably a textile 
fabric sheet is used, formed by weaving or 
by braiding. The asbestos sheet is prefer 
ably folded, in the manner shown by Fig. 2, 
about a removable core piece. The inter 
stices in the base portion of the folded fabric 

ner without disintegration. 

are filled with some material, such as glass, 
porcelain or clay and the whole is molded to 
the shape illustrated in Fig. 2. After mold 
ing the filled base may then be baked to 
Solidify the filling or binding material. On 
removing the core a central cuneiform open 
ing 6 is formed into which may be wedged 
a cuneiform end on the handle 4. The 
binder in the base portion of the asbestos 
body portion imparts ample strength thereto 
for the reception of the handle end and en 
ables the brush to be used in a vigorous man 

As shown in 
Fig. 2 the molding of the asbestos fabric 
sheet produces a broad base 8 and leaves a 
longitudinally corrugated tooth-engaging 
surface 9. The tooth-engaging surface 9 may 
be molded, if desired, to form the lateral cor 
rugations 10 and the longitudinal concavity 

With this construction the tooth-engaging 
Surface 5 may be readily detached from the 
handle 4 and then subjected to the action 
of a blue flame or it may be boiled which 
purifies the asbestos surface without injury 
thereto. Experience in the use of this tooth 
brush demonstrates that it massages the 
gums in a highly beneficial manner without 
that tendency to puncture the gums which is 
a characteristic feature of the lancet-like 
animal bristle type of tooth brush. . 

It will be apparent to those skilled in this 
art that changes may be made in the details 
of construction, the described and illustrated 
embodiment of the invention being intended 
as an exploitation of its underlying essen 
tials, the features whereof will be definitely 
stated in their true scope in the claims hereto 
appended. 
What is claimed as new, is: 
1. A tooth brush having its tooth-brush 

ing surface formed of asbestos. 
2. A tooth brush having its tooth-brush 

ing surface formed of a folded layer of tex 
tile asbestos. 
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3. A tooth brush comprising a handle 
having a cuneiform end and a pad formed of 
a layer of textile asbestos folded to bring 
its edges into a tooth-engaging surface and 
provided with a cuneiform opening for 
wedging engagement with the cuneiform 
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end of the handle. 
4. A tooth brush pad comprising a layer 

of textile asbestos folded to bring its edges 
into a tooth-engaging surface and a binder 
for holding the layer of asbestos in its 
folded condition. 

WALTER E. KNAPP. 
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